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Samajwadi Party National 
President Akhilesh 
Yadav holds a mace as 
he is being received by 
supporters during a visit 
to Raebareli, UP

Assam Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma 
briefs the media after a 
cabinet meeting, at Lok 
Bhawan, in Guwahati, 
Assam

Madhya Pradesh 
Congress President Jitu 
Patwari addresses a press 
conference regarding 
alleged electoral 
irregularities, in Bhopal

LoP in the J&K Assembly 
and BJP MLA Sunil 
Sharma speaks during 
the autumn session of the 
union territory Assembly, 
in Srinagar

PTI, NOIDA: Nine passen-
gers were burnt to death 
when a bus on its way from 
Delhi to Uttar Pradesh's 
Mahoba caught fire on the 
Yamuna Expressway in 
Greater Noida, officials said 
on Thursday.

The bus driver and con-
ductor have been arrested 
in connection with the in-
cident that occurred late 
Wednesday night. They al-
legedly refused to stop the 
bus despite being alerted 
about a burning smell and 
told passengers, "Die if you 
want to, but we won't stop 
the bus," according to the 
FIR.

As the flames erupted 
and smoke began to fill the 
bus, which was carrying 35 
passengers, a frantic rush 
to find a way out followed. 
The driver and the conduc-
tor managed to flee.

The officials said that 
according to preliminary 
investigation, the fire 
might have been caused 
by a spark or blast in the 
air-conditioning system of 
the bus.

President Droupadi 
Murmu, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
condoled the loss of lives in 

the incident.
Chief Fire Officer 

Pradeep Kumar said the 
bus, bearing registration 
number BR32PA8647, was 
travelling from Kashmere 
Gate in New Delhi towards 
Mahoba when it caught fire 
near the 33-km milestone 
on the expressway in the 
Jewar police station area.

"On receiving informa-
tion, police officials, along 
with local police person-
nel, a rescue tender, a fire 
tender stationed at the 
Jewar toll plaza and four 
other fire tenders immedi-
ately reached the spot and 
doused the fire," Kumar 
said.

"More than 20 passen-

gers were rescued safely 
during the operation. When 
the police and fire service 
personnel entered the bus 
amid the smoke, nine peo-
ple were found dead inside, 
apparently due to burns or 
suffocation," he added.

Kumar said a preliminary 
investigation indicated 
that a spark or blast in the 
air-conditioning system of 
the bus might have caused 
the engine lubricant oil to 
catch fire, following which 
the blaze spread rapidly.

Additional District Mag-
istrate (ADM) Ajeet Ku-
mar Singh told reporters 
that the incident occurred 
around 11:20 pm on 
Wednesday.

9 passengers killed in Yamuna 
Expressway bus fire tragedy

Charred remains of a sleeper bus after it caught fire on the 
Yamuna Expressway in the Greater Noida area, killing nine 
passengers, in Noida

PTI, NEW DELHI: The CBI 
has arrested alleged king-
pin in the Mahadev Online 
Betting Application case, 
Abhishek Kumar, who was 
on the run, after he arrived 
from Dubai at Rajiv Gandhi 
International Airport in 
Hyderabad, officials said 
Thursday.

The agency alleged that 
Kumar played an active 
role in operating online 
betting and gambling activ-
ities under Mahadev Book, 
coordinating betting pan-
els, collecting funds and ac-
quiring immovable assets 
in Dubai using proceeds 
allegedly generated from 
betting and gambling, the 
agency spokesperson said 
in a statement.

The agency said it seized 
incriminating materi-
al from Kumar during a 
search conducted after his 
arrest.

"The seized material pri-
ma facie shows his active 

role in the operation of the 
Mahadev Betting App and 
he worked closely with 
other main accused namely 
Saurabh Chandrakar and 
Shubham Soni," the state-
ment said.

Kumar was produced 
before a local court in Hy-
derabad following his ar-
rest, and the CBI obtained 
three days of transit re-
mand.

He was subsequently 
taken to Raipur and pro-
duced before a court there, 
which granted two days of 
police custody, according to 
the spokesperson.

The Mahadev app, also 
known as the Mahadev 
Online Book (MOB), is pri-
marily promoted by two 
Chhattisgarh-based ab-
sconding businessmen – 
Sourabh Chandrakar and 
Ravi Uppal. It is alleged to 
have generated proceeds 
of crime worth Rs 80,000 
crore since 2019. 

PTI, JAMSHEDPUR/ 
RANCHI: Jharkhand min-
ister Dipika Pandey Sin-
gh's daughter Trisha was 
among four people killed 
when the car they were 
travelling in rammed into 
a stationary truck in Jam-
shedpur on Thursday, po-
lice said.

The accident took place 
on Marine Drive Road 
within Sonari police sta-
tion area in the early hours, 
they said.

"At least four people, in-
cluding Rural Development 
and Panchayati Raj Minis-
ter Dipika Pandey Singh's 
daughter Trisha, have been 
killed. The others have 
been identified as Sarthak 
Agarwal, Naman Gupta 
and Vanshika Khandelw-
al," Sonari police station 

officer-in-charge Sanjay 
Suman told PTI.

DSP Manoj Thakur said 
all four occupants of the 
car were killed on the 
spot.

Visuals from the acci-
dent site showed the truck 
parked on the right side 
of the four-lane highway, 
close to the divider, with a 
small tree branch placed 
at its rear, indicating that 
it had broken down and 
could not be moved. No re-
flector or warning signage 
was seen on the road, while 
the car was found mangled 
after ramming into the 
truck.

The mortal remains of 
Trisha Singh were brought 
to Ranchi in the afternoon 
after post-mortem at MGM 
Hospital in Jamshedpur.

People gather at the site after a car rammed into a stationary 
truck, in Jamshedpur

"The fire was caused by 
a short circuit. There were 
35 passengers in the bus 
and nine people lost their 
lives in the incident. After 
receiving first aid, the in-
jured were transported to 
Mahoba in a special vehi-
cle," he said.

"There were approx-
imately 15 people who 
were sent to Mahoba in a 
special vehicle, while some 
left in private vehicles. One 
woman remains hospi-
talised and is undergoing 
treatment at Arogya Hos-
pital," he added.

Singh said the bodies 
have been sent to a mor-
tuary.

Police said they are mak-
ing efforts to identify the 
nine deceased.

PTI, SAMASTIPUR (BI-
HAR): A girl was alleged-
ly harassed in public by a 
group of people who be-
haved indecently with her 
in Bihar's Samastipur dis-
trict, following which four 
accused were arrested, po-
lice said on Thursday.

The incident bore a 
stark resemblance to cases 
of molestation reported in 
Jamui and Darbhanga over 
the last several days.

The latest incident came 
to light on Monday after a 
video purportedly show-

Bihar: Group behaves indecently 
with girl in public, 4 arrested

ing three-four people be-
having indecently with the 
girl went viral on social 

media. PTI could not in-
dependently verify the au-
thenticity of the video.

Jharkhand minister’s daughter 
Trisha among deceased

Car-truck collision 
kills 4 in Jamshedpur

PTI

CBI arrests Mahadev 
betting app kingpin


