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BJP urges people 
to strive for PM’s 
Viksit Bharat
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

BJP State president PVN Madhav 
has called upon every section of  so-
ciety to become active partners in 
the mission to build a Viksit Bharat 
(Developed India). Speaking after in-
augurating a State-level workshop at 
the Ramarao Convention Centre in 
Vijayawada on Tuesday, Madhav an-
nounced that a month-long ‘Seva 
Sankalp Utsav’ will be organised na-
tionwide to mark Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s extended tenure in 
public service.

Highlighting Prime Minister Mo-
di’s dedication, Madhav stated that 
the country’s global stature and the 
respect accorded to the National 
Flag have risen significantly under 
his leadership. He noted that during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Union 
Government not only developed in-
digenous vaccines for its own citi-
zens but also supplied them to other 
nations. He further emphasised the 
administration’s foresight in main-
taining six months of  strategic 
crude oil reserves to buffer the coun-
try against geopolitical crises.

S  G U R U  S R I K A N T H  @ Vijayawada

UNDER the ongoing Non-Communi-
cable Diseases (NCD) 4.0 drive in 
Andhra Pradesh, medical teams 
have successfully conducted health 
screenings for 2,82,38,795 individuals 
aged 18 and above, covering 66.05% 
o f  t h e  s t at e ’s  t o t a l  t a r g e t 
population. 

Releasing the latest progress re-
port as of  August 31, 2026, Health 
Minister Y Satya Kumar Yadav stat-
ed that Health Commissioner KVN 
Chakradhar Babu submitted the de-
tailed survey findings to him on 
Tuesday. 

The survey, which commenced on 
September 17, 2025, achieved popula-
tion mapping for 3.71 crore citizens 
(86.97% of  the total target popula-
tion), though actual screenings stood 
at 66.05% due to temporary absence, 
migration, or unavailability of  resi-
dents during field visits. 

The comprehensive screening pro-
gramme identified a cumulative to-
tal of  59.29 lakh hypertension cases 
and 48.15 lakh diabetes cases across 
the State.  Significantly, the NCD 4.0 
drive uncovered 11.79 lakh new hy-
pertension cases and 10.72 lakh new 
diabetes cases that were previously 

undiagnosed, while the remaining 
cases were recorded during earlier 
survey phases. 

Following clinical evaluations, 
doctors confirmed 2,026 cases of  oral 
cancer out of  22,110 suspected cases, 
3,571 cases of  breast cancer out of  
14,822 suspected cases, and 2,076 cas-

es of  cervical cancer out of  18,837 
suspected cases, with the Health 
Minister confirming that all diag-
nosed patients have been put on im-
mediate treatment protocols.

District-wise prevalence figures 
highlight significant regional varia-
tions in lifestyle diseases across the 

State.  In hypertension cases, Bap-
atla district leads the State with a 
19.65% prevalence rate, followed 
closely by Konaseema at 19.45%, 
West Godavari at 19.05%, Krishna at 
17.97%, and East Godavari at 17.77%. 
Conversely, ASR district recorded 
the lowest hypertension prevalence 
at 5.63%, followed by Sri Sathya Sai 
at 8.47%, Annamayya at 9.93%, Chit-
toor at 10.10%, and Kurnool at 
10.28%.  A similar trend was ob-
served in diabetes prevalence, where 
Bapatla again topped the list with a 
16.89% positivity rate. 

On the lower end, ASR district re-
corded a remarkably low diabetes 
incidence of  just 1.51%, followed by 
Polavaram at 5.88%, Sri Sathya Sai 
at 6.56%, and Parvathipuram Man-
yam at 7.14%. 

Satya Kumar Yadav attributed the 
low incidence of  hypertension and 
diabetes in tribal regions to tradi-
tional lifestyles, natural foods and 
regular physical labour. 

He called for a scientific study on 
these health benefits and assured 
continued monitoring and aware-
ness drives. As NCD 4.0 nears com-
pletion, he urged citizens to cooper-
ate with health staff  and undergo 
screening.

NCD 4.0 screens 2.82 cr people 
in AP; coverage put at 66.05%  
11.79 lakh new hypertension and 10.72 lakh diabetes cases have been detected 

Anand Sai’s son held 
over hit-and-run death
C H I T H A L U R I  R E V A N T H  @ Hyderabad

RAIDURG police have detained San-
deep Anand, son of  TTD board mem-
ber and art director Anand Sai, in 
connection with an alleged hit-and-
run that killed 31-year-old Nanda 
Kishor Kumar Ray near Khajaguda 
village early Monday. Ray, a native of  
Bihar, was a helper at Shah Ghouse 
hotel in Raidurg.

Anand Sai was the principal 
architect of  the Yadagirigutta 
Sri Lakshmi Narasimha 
Swamy temple. Police said 
Sandeep was taken into cus-
tody on Tuesday and is like-
ly to be produced before a lo-
cal court.

Anand Sai has worked on films in 
Telugu and Tamil and has a close as-
sociation with AP Deputy Chief  
Minister Pawan Kalyan and is mar-
ried to film actress Vasuki.

Raidurg Inspector Thota Bhupathi 
said the accident occurred at around 
4.15 am on Monday (August 31) on 
the main road from the ORR Rotary 
towards Khajaguda village, opposite 
Ankura Hospital.

According to police, Ray was cross-
ing the road towards Ankura Hospi-
tal when he was hit by an Innova 
Crysta allegedly being driven rashly 
and negligently from the Nanakram-
g u d a  O R R  Ro t a r y  t ow a r d s 
Khajaguda. 

The Innova was driven by Zayd-
shah Qadri, 21. Qadri stopped and 
got down to help Ray. A cab driver, 
Syed Amer Hussain, who was travel-

ling on the same road, also 
stopped by the roadside and 
joined Qadri in trying to 
move the injured man to 
hospital.

While they were doing so, 
two more cars travelling at 

high speed from Khajaguda to-
wards the Nanakramguda ORR Ro-
tary passed through the area. Police 
said a Mahindra XUV EV allegedly 
hit Ray and Qadri before fleeing the 
spot. 

The other car then allegedly hit 
the vehicles that had stopped at the 
scene. “One another car hit the cab 
that was parked on the roadside to 
help the injured pedestrian,” a po-
lice said. Hussain escaped unhurt.

Study benefits of tribal 
lifestyle: Health Minister
Health Minister Satya Kumar 
Yadav attributed the low incidence 
of hypertension and diabetes in 
tribal regions to traditional 
lifestyles, natural foods and 
regular physical labour. He called 
for a scientific study on these 
health benefits. Satya Kumar 
Yadav urged citizens to cooperate 
with health staff and undergo 
screening


