
 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   27 9 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 30 19 LC
Italy (Rome) 27 14 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 23 18 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 31 24 SNY
Maldives (Male) 29  28 LR
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 21 SNY

Singapore 31 27 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 27 18 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 25 7 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 26 24 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 24 10 LC
UAE (Dubai) 36 31 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 26 24 LR

COUNTRY COUNTRYMax MaxMin Min

12 dead,
dozens missing after vessel capsized 
in eastern Congo’s Lake Kivu
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E X P R E S S  R E A D
Pak says 73 militants killed in 96 hours

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s army said on Sunday that security forces killed 73 militants in 
intelligence-based operations across Balochistan over the past 96 hours. The operations 

targeted militant hideouts in Quetta, Ziarat, Noshki and Mand, with weapons and 
explosives recovered, the military said. The ISPR also alleged continued involvement by 

Afghanistan’s Taliban government in attacks in Pakistan. 

BANGKOK

TWO giant pandas arrived 
in Atlanta on Sunday 
morning as part of  an 
agreement between the 
Chinese and American 
governments. Ping Ping 
and Fu Shuang departed 
Chengdu in southwestern 
China early Sunday aboard 
a dedicated “FedEx Panda 
Express” Boeing 777 air-
craft, officials said. A new 
agreement between Zoo At-
lanta and the China Wild-
life Conservation Associa-
tion makes Atlanta one of  
three zoos in the US to 
house giant pandas.

“This is a thrilling day 
for Zoo Atlanta and a his-
toric moment for the City 
of  Atlanta, the state of  
Georgia, and beyond,” Zoo 
Atlanta President and CEO 
Raymond B King said in a 
statement. “We are elated 
to welcome Ping Ping and 
Fu Shuang and could not 
be more excited about shar-

ing that joy with our Mem-
bers, guests, city, and com-
munity in the coming 
weeks.” Zoo visitors will 
have to wait awhile to see 
Ping Ping and Fu Shuang, 
officials said. The bears 
will be quarantined for 
about a month in a biose-
cure area of  the wildlife 
park’s new giant panda 
complex. Park officials 
haven’t confirmed a specif-
ic opening date.

The pandas’ arrival was 
announced Thursday by 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping during a three-day sum-
mit with U.S. President Don-
ald Trump. The loan of  the 
pandas was one of  the few 
concrete outcomes to come 
out of  the state visit, which 
saw expressions of  goodwill 
between the leaders, but no 
fixes to any of  the long-
standing differences be-
tween the two countries. AP

Pandas arrive in Atlanta as 
US-China ties soften

Vehicles carrying a pair of giant pandas leave the Chengdu Research 
Base of Giant Panda Breeding in Chengdu, southwestern China’s Sichuan 
Province |  AP

PORTADOWN

UK Prime Minister Andy Bur-
nam urged “calm” Sunday as 
thousands of  people rallied to 
block a pro-British Protestant 
march from passing through a 
mainly Catholic area for the 
first time in 28 years, triggering 
an hours-long standoff.

The tensions spiked after a 
Belfast court in the early hours 
of  Sunday cleared the march by 
the Orange Order to go ahead 
for the first time since 1997.

The Parades Commission, 
Northern Ireland’s independ-
ent body regulating conten-
tious processions, had author-
ised 35 Orangemen to march 
silently along Garvaghy Road 
in Portadown, without bands 
or supporters from 8 am on 
Sunday. But hours later the 
group of  Orangemen remained 
blocked in a church, while 
about 2,000 local residents ig-
nored torrential rain to fill the 
streets and bar their path.

Burnham appealed for “calm 
on all sides”, adding in an inter-
view with BBC television that 
“big gains” had been made in 
Northern Ireland “and we don’t 
want to see things go back-
wards”. Northern Ireland was 
blighted for three decades by 

conflict between largely Catho-
lic, pro-Irish republicans and 
Protestant, pro-UK unionists, 
and the Garvaghy Road became 
a major flashpoint during the 
late 1990s. There was a heavy 
security presence on Sunday in 
the Portadown area, 25 miles 
southwest of  Belfast, with ar-
moured police vehicles and a 

helicopter whirring overhead.
Northern Ireland First Min-

ister Michelle O’Neill, of  the 
Irish republican Sinn Fein par-
ty, condemned the late-night 
court ruling allowing the 
march to go ahead. “Our mes-
sage tonight is clear. There is 
no going back. Not tomorrow. 
Not ever,” said O’Neill. AFP

Standoff in Portadown as protesters 
block Protestant march, PM urges calm

NEW YORK

IRAN stood firm on Sunday on 
its conditions for reopening 
the Strait of  Hormuz, despite 
US President Donald Trump’s 
rejection of  the proposal, leav-
ing the West Asia war locked 
in a stalemate. 

Meanwhile, Iran’s top army 
general says the “war is not 
over” with the US and Tehran 
must “consolidate its victory” 
with the strait to remain closed 
until economic sanctions end. 

Iran’s plan called for a cessa-
tion of  all hostilities in the Mid-
dle East, including in Lebanon, 
according to Foreign Minister 

Abbas Araghchi, and a return 
to the conditions in the cease-
fire deal that fell apart a few 
months ago. That agreement, 
which dissolved during fight-
ing over Hormuz, called for 
the release of  frozen Irani-
an assets, the lifting of  
sanctions on Iranian oil 
and an end to the US 
naval blockade.

“Our conditions are 
clear, and any move to-
ward reopening the Strait of  
Hormuz is contingent upon 
these conditions being fulfilled. 
We will not back down from 
them,” Araghchi said on Sun-
day, state broadcaster IRIB re-

ported. “We have never closed 
the door to diplomacy or nego-
tiations, but at the same time, 
we have never backed down 
from our rights.” But Trump 
said on Saturday that he reject-
ed the truce deal.

“They want to make a 
deal where they open the 

Strait immediately 
because they’re los-
ing so badly,” he told 
reporters. “They 

want to make a deal and I think 
that’s fine. I like making a deal 
too.” His ambassador to the UN, 
Mike Waltz, accused Tehran of  
demanding too much in ex-
change for a return to the nego-

tiating table. “This was, I think, 
a pretty cynical attempt to put 
something on the table that 
they knew was unacceptable. 
To ask for the release of  the 
blockade, the sanctions, inter-
national sanctions and access 
to billions in assets, just to 
talk,” he told NBC News in an 
interview broadcast Sunday.

“I think it’s kind of  common 
sense that the president doesn’t 
have a lot of  confidence this time 
after we just tried a few months 
ago.” Araghchi, however, said 
the Iranians “saw the first reac-
tion from the US president, but 
so far, nothing has been conveyed 
to us by the mediators”. AFP

FAIRFORD

BRITISH counter-terrorism 
police were on Sunday prob-
ing “a major” incident near a 
base used by the US air force 
after arresting five men on 
suspicion of  “preparing a ter-
rorist act”, police said.

Armed officers detained the 
group in the early hours after a 
call to emergency services 
about three “suspicious vehi-
cles which appeared to be trav-
elling towards the air base”, 
London’s Metropolitan Police 
said in a statement.

The suspects were initially 
held near the Royal Air Force 
(RAF) Fairford air base in 
Gloucestershire, southwest 
England, on suspicion of  explo-
sives offences.

Meanwhile, Donald Trump 
said on Sunday that the five sus-
pects were aiming to cause sig-
nificant damage to the UK base, 
which houses US troops and 
aircraft. “We had them under 
investigation. They were look-

ing to do big damage to our fort, 
and working with the British 
worked out great,” Trump said 
while on a visit to Chicago. 

Some 85 households in the 
nearby village of  Whelford 
were advised to evacuate and 
army bomb disposal experts 
called in to examine three vans 
stopped on a rural road.

“Counter Terrorism Policing 
can now confirm they are lead-
ing an investigation into an inci-

dent which took place overnight 
near RAF Fairford in Glouces-
tershire,” the Met statement 
added. Broadcast aerial footage 
showed a bomb disposal robot 
on a rural road moving around 
the vans, two of  which had their 
rear doors open. Police believed 
the incident had been “con-
tained” and a 400 metre cordon 
had been put in place. Armed 
officers could be seen guarding 
the entrance to the base. AFP

Iran firm on terms to reopen Hormuz, says US war not over
Tehran open to diplomacy but will not compromise on its rights despite Trump’s rejection of 

its peace offer, demands return to truce deal for access to the strait UK police arrest five over 
‘terrorist act’ near air base

A US Air  Force B-1 Lancer bomber on the tarmac at RAF Fairford base in Fairford, 
south-west England |  AFP

Houthis say Saudi strikes on 
Yemen’s Taiz leave several hurt

SANAA: Saudi airstrikes on Taiz in southwest 
Yemen killed seven people and wounded 40 

others at a market, Houthi media said 
Sunday, as fighting escalated after a 

months-old truce collapsed. Houthi military 
spokesman Yahya Saree accused Saudi 

Arabia of carrying out two raids and vowed 
consequences. Five children were among the 
wounded. Saudi Arabia has not immediately 

commented on the reported strikes.

Israel delays West Bank 
settlement bids until after polls

JERUSALEM: Israel’s attorney general on 
Sunday postponed by a month the deadline 
for bids for a major settlement project in the 
occupied West Bank, pushing it past election 

day. The E1 project, which includes more 
than 1,200 housing units, has drawn 

international condemnation over concerns it 
would isolate east Jerusalem from the rest 
of the West Bank. Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu faces elections on October 27.

Iran claims seizure of US 
submarine drone in Hormuz
TEHRAN: Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said 
Sunday they seized an American submarine 
drone in the Strait of Hormuz, accusing it of 
espionage. The Guards identified the vessel 
as a Remus 600 autonomous underwater 
vehicle and said specialists were recovering 
its data. Tehran earlier claimed to have 
captured another US submarine drone in 
the strait, which it has blockaded since the 
West Asia war began in late February.

BANGKOK

DEEP floodwaters in Bangkok 
drove thousands of  residents into 
shelters as others scrambled to buy 
groceries or dry out their homes on 
Sunday after days of  heavy rain in-
undated markets, roads and resi-
dences. Pedestrians in plastic rain 
ponchos waded through murky, 
knee-deep water in the Thai capital, 
some floating their belongings in 
plastic tubs -- while others used 
small boats to traverse submerged 
city streets.

Evacuees meanwhile rested un-
der pop-up mosquito-net tents in a 
school gymnasium turned tempo-
rary refuge.

“I came with only one shirt. It 
would be great if  I can get anoth-
er,” said 46-year-old Sunaporn 
Thongphajuti who arrived at the 
school on Sunday.

“What I am lacking is a blanket 
to sleep with, but I can survive,” 
added the grocery store employee. 
Thailand is used to wet weather 
and September is the peak of  the 
rainy season, but several Bangkok 
residents said this year seemed 
worse than previous ones.

Office worker Bandit Pankan 

was among those frustrated that 
official warnings came too late. “I 
didn’t prepare for it at all,” he said. 
“We got an SMS alert from yester-
day, but the water flooded in the 
night before.” More than 330 mil-
limetres of  rain fell in some are-
as of  the city between Thursday 
and Sunday. Nearly 4,900 people 
have been evacuated to shelters, 
with around 52,000 households 
affected by the floods, which 
prompted a disaster declaration 
across the capital, according to 
the Bangkok Metropolitan Ad-
ministration. AFP

Rains inundate Bangkok, 
forcing thousands of  
residents to seek shelter

Residents navigate past abandoned vehicles 
as they wade through floodwaters at Bang 
Kapi district in Bangkok  |  AFP

Protesters gather on Garvaghy Road after a contentious Orange Order parade was 
given late-night clearance to march in Portadown, Northern Ireland  |  AFP

YOU CAN’T  
WAIT FOR 

INSPIRATION. 
YOU HAVE TO 
GO AFTER IT 
WITH A CLUB
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