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Caste census 
format
BHOPAL:  Senior Congress 
leader Ajay Kumar Lallu on 
Saturday questioned the 
Centre’s intentions over 
alleged flaws in the existing 
caste census format and 
demanded that the current 
questionnaire be replaced 
with a fresh one containing 
a verified drop-down list of 
castes. Addressing a press 
conference at the Madhya 
Pradesh Congress office, 
the Congress Working 
Committee member said 
the foundation of social 
justice would be weakened 
if the caste census data was 
not accurate. It will hurt 
the OBCs (Other Backward 
Classes), EBCs (Extremely 
Backward Classes), and 
marginalised sections the 
most, he said. 

The former UP Con-
gress chief said the “open-
ended” system could 
result in the same caste 
being recorded under dif-
ferent names, sub-castes 
and spellings, leading to 
discrepancies in the data. 
He also claimed that the 
term “Backward Classes” 
was not clearly included 
in the existing question-
naire, raising questions 
over whether the actual 
numbers of OBCs and EBCs 
would emerge from the 
exercise. Without accurate 
data, it would not be pos-
sible to assess the rightful 
share of different commu-
nities in reservation, edu-
cation, employment and 
welfare schemes, he said.

NEW DELHI: The 
National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) has 
chargesheeted 13 peo-
ple under the stringent 
anti-terror law UAPA 
for alleged involvement 
in spying on sensitive 
locations as part of its 
probe in the Ghaziabad 
espionage case linked 
to Pakistan, officials said 
on Saturday.

The case, which was 
initially registered by 
Kaushambi Police Sta-
tion, Commissionerate 
Ghaziabad on March 
14 2026, relates to the 
installation of solar-pow-
ered cameras at sen-
sitive spots at railway 
stations and providing 
live access from them to 
suspected terrorists in 
Pakistan, they said.
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VIJAYANAGAR:Karna-
taka Chief Minister D K 
Shivakumar on Satur-
day launched ‘Prajaseva 
Abhiyana’, a citizen-con-

K’taka CM launches ‘Prajaseva Abhiyana’ campaign
nect campaign, from Kud-
ligi hobli in this district, 
aiming to take governance 
to people’s doorsteps.

‘Prajaseva Abhiyana’ 
is an integrated system 
aimed at hearing citizens’ 

grievances directly and 
providing solutions 
either on the spot or 
within a stipulated time-
frame, officials said.

The campaign fol-
lows the creation of 
the Prajaseva Depart-
ment, which aims to 
take administration 

to people’s doorsteps, 
they said.

Speaking after 
launching the cam-
paign, Shivakumar said 
that the success of a gov-
ernment is not reflected 
in advertisements but in 
the smiles on people’s 
faces.

‘Education reforms underway’
NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
government on Saturday 
felicitated 118 teachers 
and principals with state 
awards on Teachers’ Day, 
with Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta saying the govern-
ment is working to improve 
education by addressing 
gaps in school infrastruc-
ture as well as curriculum. 

Addressing the Shikshak 
Mahakumbh - State Teach-
ers Awards 2026 at Thyaga-
raj Stadium, Gupta said 
the government aims to 
take education to “great 
heights” and make signifi-
cant progress.

Modern LHB coaches: Bhubaneswar: Introduction of mod-
ern LHB coaches on the Puri-Patna-Puri Express, enhancing 
passenger comfort, safety, overall travel experience.


