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E X P R E S S  R E A D

Education Dept 
transfers professor 
& Registrar 
(Evaluation) of 
Gulbarga Univ
Kalaburagi: In a surprise 
move, the department of 
higher education has 
transferred both Registrar 
Prof. Ramesh Landankar 
and Registrar (Evaluation) 
N. G. Kannur of Gulbarga 
University and appointed 
new persons in their place. 
As per the orders issued by 
the under secretary of the 
Department of Personnel & 
Administrative Reforms 
(Services-1), KAS officer 
Mahantesh on 7th 
September, Mohammed 
Shakil who is presently 
serving as the Assistant 
Commissioner of Bidar has 
been transferred as the 
Registrar of Gulbarga
University. And as per the
order issued by the Under 
Secretary of the higher 
Education Department 
(Universities-1) Veerabhadra 
on 7th September, Prof. 
Ashvini who is presently 
serving as the Professor in 
sociology Department and 
in Research division of 
Tumkur University has been 
Transferred as Registrar 
(Evaluation) of Gulbarga 
University.  ENS

Awareness programme on ‘Pink Bollworm Management in Cotton’ held at Jagir Venkatapur in Raichur on Tuesday |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  R a i c h u r

“THE shortage of rainfall has 
created anxiety among cotton 
farmers. The delay in receiving 
timely rains has affected the 
growth of  cotton crops, raising 
concerns about declining 
yields. Farmers can overcome 
such difficult situations by 
adopting high-density cotton 
cultivation,” said Dr Jayapra-
kash M. Nidagundi, Joint Di-
rector of  Extension and Senior 
Professor at the University of  
Agricultural Sciences, Raichur. 
He was speaking after inaugu-
rating an awareness pro-
gramme on “Pink Bollworm 
Management in Cotton”, or-
ganised under the joint aegis of  
Sahaja Samrudha and LDC at 
Jagir Venkatapur in Raichur 
on Tuesday.  “Instead of  sowing 
two to three packets of  cotton 
seeds per acre, farmers should 
sow an additional five to six 
packets of  seeds and maintain 
a plant population of  25,000 to 
30,000 plants per acre. This not 
only shortens the crop dura-
tion but also enables early har-
vesting. Even if  the rains fail, 

farmers can obtain a reasona-
ble yield and avoid complete 
crop loss,” he advised.

In his introductory remarks, 
Girish, Research Analyst at 
LDC, said, “LDC is organising 
awareness programmes to pro-
mote sustainable and natural 
farming practices and reduce 
the use of  chemicals. 

By distributing pheromone 
traps to control the pink boll-
worm, a major pest affecting 
cotton, the company is encour-
aging cotton farmers to adopt 
sustainable pest management 
practices.”

Dr S G Hanchinal, Entomolo-
gist at the University of  Agri-
cultural Sciences, Raichur, who 
was the chief  guest, said, 
“Farmers are using pesticides 
and herbicides in excessive 
quantities in cotton cultiva-
tion, resulting in a waste of  
money and effort. If  integrated 
pest management practices are 
adopted at the community lev-
el, pests and diseases can be ef-
fectively controlled.”

Dr Timmanna Nayak, Head 
of  the Krishi Vigyan Kendra, 
Raichur, said, “Erratic rainfall 
can be managed by adopting 

high-density cotton cultivation, 
sowing cotton during the first 
week of  June, and increasing 
crop diversity.” Shambanna 
Hadimani, Head of  Bayer Crop 
Science, said, “Farmers can 
control pests by reducing their 
excessive dependence on chem-
ical pesticides and using botan-
ical pesticides and pheromone 
traps. Installing four pherom-
one traps per acre can help con-
trol pests. The traps should be 
installed one foot above the 
crop canopy and cleaned and 
maintained regularly. 

This will also help reduce 
cultivation costs.” Dr. Mal-
lareddy, Agronomy Specialist 
at the Krishi Vigyan Kendra, 
Raichur, said, “We have moved 
away from using farmyard ma-
nure and become increasingly 
dependent on chemical fertilis-
ers. This is reducing soil fertil-
ity. Incorporating agricultural 
residues into the soil improves 
soil structure and fertility and 
helps retain soil moisture.”

G. Krishna Prasad, Director 
of  Sahaja Samrudha, said, 
“Traditional indigenous cotton 
varieties had inherent resist-
ance to pests and diseases’’. 

Cultivate high-density cotton 
to beat erratic rainfall: Expert

ZP CEO tours Humnabad taluk, visits villages, 
inspects dvpt work, Anganwadis & public service
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B i d a r

ZILLA Panchayat Chief  Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) Gitte Mad-
hav Vittalrao visited various 
villages in Humnabad taluk on 
Tuesday and inspected develop-
ment works, public services 
and the implementation of  gov-
ernment schemes.

The CEO first visited Dhum-
manasur Gram Panchayat and 
reviewed various development 
works being undertaken in the 
village and its surrounding ar-
eas. He obtained details from 
officials regarding the progress 
and implementation of  the 
works. The CEO visited vari-
ous works being implemented 
under the VB-G-RAM-G scheme 
and inspected their progress, 
quality and utility. He sought 
detailed information from offi-
cials regarding the present sta-
tus of  the projects. He directed 
officials to ensure that the 

works are implemented in a 
manner that provides tangible 
benefits to villagers. He stressed 
the need to maintain quality 
standards and execute projects 
according to the actual needs 
of  the public. The CEO also in-
spected Jal Jeevan Mission 
(JJM) works being undertaken 
within the Gram Panchayat 

limits.  He reviewed the 
progress of  the works, drink-
ing water supply arrangements 
and quality of  construction. He 
instructed officials to ensure 
proper execution of  drinking 
water projects so that every 
household receives safe and re-
liable drinking water.

The CEO visited an Angan-

wadi centre and Koosina Mane 
and reviewed the infrastruc-
ture, facilities provided to chil-
dren and the functioning of  the 
centres. He stressed that An-
ganwadi centres play an impor-
tant role in children’s health, 
nutrition and early education. 
He directed the staff  to ensure 
a safe and child-friendly envi-
ronment and provide the neces-
sary facilities. 

Gitte Madhav Vittalrao also 
inspected the digital library es-
tablished to provide rural stu-
dents and youth access to 
knowledge and technological 
resources. He reviewed the 
available facilities, computer 
systems and the manner in 
which students and members 
of  the public were utilising the 
library.

He said digital libraries 
should help rural students pre-
pare for competitive examina-
tions and pursue higher 
education.

ZP CEO Gitte Madhav Vittalrao inspects an Anganwadi centre at Dhumansur village 
in Humanabad taluk on Tuesday |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  K a l a b u r a g i 

FORMER IAS Officer C. So-
mashekhar who has served as 
the Deputy Commissioner of  
Tumkur district and was previ-
ously the chairperson of  Kar-
nataka Border Area Develop-
ment Authority has announced 
that he would be contesting for 
the post of  president of  central 
Unit of  Kannada Sahitya 
Parishat.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here on Tuesday, So-

mashekhar defended that he 
has served as the administra-
tive officer in different organi-
sations and has written many 
Kannada books like Chintana 
Chilume, Chintana Kirana, 
Matembudu Jyotirlinga, Arive 
Guru, etc. Apart from this he 
has submitted a thesis titled ‘ 
Vachanagalalli Saamaajika 
Chintane’ to Kannada Vishwa 
Vidyalaya Hampi and was hon-
oured with D.lit by Hampi  
University

Somashekhar also said that 
he has completed his primary 

education in Kannada medium 
and has answered UPSC exami-
nation in Kannada language.

In all there are over 4 lakh 
members to the Kannada Sahi-
tya Parishat in the State who 
are empowered to exercise 
their franchise in the elections 
to the post of  President of  Cen-
tral Unit of  KSP. Somashekhar 
said that he has visited most of  
the districts of  the State and 
has met members of  KSP, lit-
terateurs, writers and has 
sought their cooperation and 
t h e y  h a v e  r e s p o n d e d 

positively.
If  he gets elected in the elec-

tion, his priority would be 
strengthening the KSP by en-
rolling more than one crore 
members. There would be in-
teraction with the achievers 
every month. He would strive 
to revive all types of  arts, he as-
sured and sought the coopera-
tion of  the members of  KSP.

Former Joint Director of  the 
Information Department Appa 
Rao Akkoni and others were 
p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  p r e s s 
conference.

Former bureaucrat to contest for KSP prez post

Yamakanamardi police have cracked three recent chain-snatching cases 
reported in Chikkodi, Sankeshwar and Yamakanamardi police station limits 
and arrested three accused. A 16-year-old juvenile allegedly involved in the 
crimes has also been produced before the Juvenile Justice Board


