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Age limit should apply 
to politicians too: MLA
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  B e l a g a v i 

ELECTED representatives, like government employees, 
should have a retirement age to facilitate the entry of  a 
younger generation into politics, said Arabhavi MLA Balach-
andra Jarkiholi.

Speaking after inaugurating the Mudalagi taluk-level 
Teachers’ Day celebrations at Patagundi village on Saturday, 
Jarkiholi said government employees, including teachers, 
retire at the age of  60, while elected representatives face no 
such age limit.

“The retirement age should also apply to 
elected representatives like us. There should 
be a public movement for fixing a retirement 
age for members of  the Legislative Assembly, 
Legislative Council and Parliament. Let the 
initiative begin with us,” he said.

Jarkiholi, who said he had himself  turned 
60, remarked that the energy and enthusiasm 
of  younger days naturally decline with age.

  “I am 60 now and I do not have the same enthusiasm as 
before. As age advances, health issues such as blood pressure 
and diabetes may arise. Our dietary habits have also changed, 
resulting in various health problems,” he said.

He said politicians continuing in public life even after 
crossing 80 or 90 should voluntarily make way for younger 
leaders.

“We too deserve a life of  rest. An age limit for politicians 
should be prescribed just as it is for government employees. 
We should step aside and create opportunities for the young-
er generation,”Jarkiholi said.

E X P R E S S  R E A D
Education Dept transfers professor  
& Registrar (Evaluation) of Gulbarga Univ
Kalaburagi: In a surprise move, the department of higher 
education has transferred both Registrar Prof. Ramesh Landankar 
and Registrar (Evaluation) N. G. Kannur of Gulbarga University 
and appointed new persons in their place. As per the orders 
issued by the under secretary of the Department of Personnel & 
Administrative Reforms (Services-1), KAS officer Mahantesh on 
7th September, Mohammed Shakil who is presently serving as the 
Assistant Commissioner of Bidar has been transferred as the 
Registrar of Gulbarga University. And as per the order issued by 
the Under Secretary of the higher Education Department 
(Universities-1) Veerabhadra on 7th September, Prof. Ashvini who 
is presently serving as the Professor in sociology Department and 
in Research division of Tumkur University has been Transferred as 
Registrar (Evaluation) of Gulbarga University. It has been said 
that the transfers would come into force with immediate effect. 
Both the new officers may take charge any time. ENS

 E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  B e l a g a v i 

SUGARCANE growers should 
adopt modern and scientific farm-
ing practices to improve both pro-
ductivity and quality of  the crop, 
progressive farmer and former 
DCC Bank director Rajendra An-
kalagi said.

He was speaking at a one-day 
workshop on ‘Integrated Sugar-
cane Production and Management 
of  White Grubs in Sugarcane’, or-
ganised for sugarcane growers at 
M.K. Hubballi.   The workshop was 
organised jointly by Belgaum Sug-
ars Pvt. Ltd. and the S. Nijalingap-
pa Sugar Institute, Belagavi.

Ankalagi stressed the need to 
preserve soil fertility and urged 
the Agriculture Department to in-
crease the availability of  mobile 
soil-testing units and provide 
farmers with appropriate techni-
cal guidance.

Former Zilla Panchayat mem-
ber and District Farmers’ Society 
president Shankargouda Patil 
said the training programme or-
ganised by the sugar factory was 
commendable and urged farmers 
to make effective use of  the vari-
ous schemes, assistance and tech-
nical support available through 
the factory and Agriculture 
Department.

S. Nijalingappa Sugar Institute 
subject expert R.B. Sutagundi said 

the use of  green manure and 
measures to increase soil carbon 
content could significantly im-
prove sugarcane yields. He also 
explained various integrated man-
agement techniques to control 
white-grub infestation.

 He advised farmers to mix the 
bio-pesticide produced by the in-
stitute at the rate of  5 kg per acre 
with well-decomposed farmyard 
manure and apply it during sugar-
cane planting and earthing-up op-
erations to control white grubs. 

He said water scarcity, improp-
er management of  irrigation and 
fertilisers, excessive use of  chemi-
cals and burning of  sugarcane 
trash were among the major fac-
tors affecting yields.

Farmers were also advised to 
obtain quality sugarcane seed va-
rieties from the S. Nijalingappa 
Sugar Institute and use Metarhizi-
um to  control  white-g rub 
infestation.

Sugar division general manager 
Shyamrao Birje explained the var-
ious facilities and support extend-
ed by the factory to sugarcane 
growers. He said quality sugar-
cane seed, seedlings and fertilis-
ers were being supplied to farm-
ers under the guidance of  the 
institution’s chairman and chief  
financial officer Pradeep Kumar 
Indi and founder chairman Satish 
Jarkiholi.

‘Adopt scientific 
farming to boost 
sugarcane yield’

Progressive farmer and former DCC Bank director Rajendra Ankalagi speaks at a workshop

Tomato farmers face cost irregularities as prices fall  in Vijayapura district  |  EXPRESS

F I R O Z  R O Z I N D A R  @  V i j a y a p u r a

THE contrasting price trends 
of  onion and tomato have 
brought cheer to one group of  
farmers while leaving another 
distressed in Vijayapura dis-
trict. Onion growers are enjoy-
ing a sharp rise in prices, which 
is fetching them better-than-
expected returns, while tomato 
farmers are struggling to re-
cover even their cultivation 
and transportation costs.

The situation is the opposite 
for consumers. While the steep 
rise in onion prices is putting 
pressure on household budgets, 
the sharp fall in tomato prices 
has come as a relief.

According to major onion 
suppliers in the district, onion 
prices have risen significantly 
over the past few weeks. About 
three months ago, farmers 
were receiving `1,200–`1,300 
per quintal. The price increased 
to around `2,000 a month ago 
and has now crossed `5,000 per 

quintal, mainly due to reduced 
arrivals in the market.

In the retail market, onion 
prices have increased from ` 
20–25 per kg to `60–70 per kg, 
causing concer n among 
consumers.

Tomato farmers, meanwhile, 
are facing an entirely different 
situation. The retail price of  
even good-quality tomatoes has 
fallen to around `10 per kg, 
while average-quality tomatoes 
are selling for just `5 per kg.

“Many farmers are not even 
taking the trouble to pluck to-
matoes from their fields and 
transport them to the market. 
The labour and transportation 
costs themselves are higher 
than the returns,” said farmer 
Bhimu Lamani.

According to Lamani, farm-
ers need to receive at least ` 
20–25 per kg to earn a reasona-
ble profit from tomato cultiva-
tion. However, tomatoes are 
currently being sold at around 
`100 per 15-kg crate, fetching 

farmers less than `7 per kg.
Ironically, Lamani is among 

the farmers who had sold toma-
toes for as much as `100 per kg 
a few years ago when prices 
had soared.

Horticulture Department of-
ficials said such extreme price 
fluctuations generally occur 
when production rises or falls 
sharply compared with market 
demand.

“Farmers often increase the 
cultivation of a particular veg-
etable when its price is high. 
This eventually leads to an in-
crease in production and a sub-
sequent fall in prices. Unfortu-
nately, there is no effective 
system to regulate vegetable 
production according to mar-
ket demand,” an official said.

The official expressed hope 
that onion prices would stabi-
lise once fresh stocks begin ar-
riving in the market within the 
next month. Tomato prices are 
also expected to improve grad-
ually in the coming days.

Tomato growers suffer  
as onion farmers prosper 
Fluctuations occur when production rises or falls sharply: Officials  

A 48-year-old man died after accidentally falling from a coconut tree at Byndoor. 
According to the police, Vasantha (48) had climbed a coconut tree belonging to Prakash 
Nazreth at Yojana Nagara when he accidentally fell. He sustained serious injuries and was 
taken to the Government Hospital in Byndoor, where he was declared brought dead. 


