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Row erupts over objections to voter name deletions 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Belagavi

A political controversy has 
erupted at Veerbhadranagar in 
Belagavi over objections raised 
against the names of  certain 
voters during the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of  electoral 
rolls.

Congress leader Amaan Sait 
alleged on Tuesday that an at-
tempt was being made to re-
move the names of  minority 
voters from the electoral roll. 

BJP leaders, however, clari-
fied that the objections were 
only part of  the prescribed 
electoral-roll process and that 
the affected voters would be 
given an opportunity to present 
t h e i r  c a s e s  d u r i n g  t h e 
hearing.

During the SIR process, ob-

jections have been filed by po-
litical parties against the 
names of  certain voters. Notic-
es are being issued to the vot-
ers concerned and hearings are 
being conducted. 

The controversy arose after 
reports spread that voters 
whose names were objected to 
through Form 7 would be im-
mediately deleted from the elec-
toral roll. 

Amaan Sait, son of  Congress 
MLA Asif  Sait from Belagavi 
North constituency, alleged 
that minority voters were be-
ing targeted and demanded that 
the process be stopped. 

There were also allegations 
that Anganwadi workers in-
volved in the SIR exercise were 
being forced to sign Form 7.

BJP leaders Ravi Patil and 
Murgendragowda Patil clari-

fied that Form 7 is used to raise 
objections to the inclusion of  a 
voter’s name or seek deletion 
under specified grounds. The 

Election Commission also 
states that objections to elector-
al-roll entries can be filed 
through Form 7, with the Elec-

toral Registration Officer con-
cerned deciding the matter. 

BJP leader and former MLA 
Anil Benake said objections 
had been raised against more 
than 8,000 ‘suspected’ voters in 
the Belagavi North constitu-
ency. He said the voters con-
cerned could produce the re-
quired documents during the 
hearings and present their 
cases.

He added that filing an objec-
tion does not automatically re-
sult in the deletion of  a voter’s 
name, and that there are provi-
sions for objections and ap-
peals. The controversy briefly 
created confusion among the 
voters and political workers 
and they reached the Market 
police station. However, no of-
ficial complaint had been filed 
even by late Tuesday.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
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IN a great gesture, employees 
of  the Aequs Group of  compa-
nies have opened a space to 
learn, imagine and dream for 
thousands of  underserved 
school children by gifting near-
ly 1.3 lakh notebooks this year.

The annual ‘One Precious 
Notebook’ campaign by Aequs 
Foundation, the CSR arm of  
the Aequs Group, elicited a 
widespread response from 
Aequs employees and school 
administrations alike, reinforc-
ing the impact of  this initiative 
aimed at enhancing opportuni-
ties for needy children. Accord-
ing to Aequs, this year, the cam-
paign reached out to 114 schools 
so far impacting the lives of  over 
19,000 students. A record 876 vol-
unteers actively participated in 
the campaign this year, contrib-
uting their time and effort, per-
sonally distributing the note-
b o o k s  t o  s t u d e n t s . 
Akkamahadevi Melligeri, 
Chairperson, Aequs Founda-
tion said” “The ‘One Precious 
Notebook’ campaign is a testa-
ment to the Foundation’s unwa-

vering commitment to educa-
t i o n  a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
development.  By alleviating fi-
nancial burdens on families, 
the initiative fosters a culture 
of  learning and sheds light on 
the challenges faced by unders-
erved students. Through this 
powerful effort Aequs Founda-
tion continues to instil hope 
and ambition for a future where 
education is the cornerstone of  
a fair and just society.” The One 
Precious Notebook campaign 
holds a special place for Aequs 
employees who add an individu-
alized touch with a message for 
recipient on the last page of  the 
notebook. Each notebook thus 
represents not just pages, but a 
promise of  hope and opportu-
nity for the students who come 
in touch with. Another endear-
ing element this year was the 
notebook cover designs derived 
from drawings by children of  
Aequs employees who partici-
pated in a competition to lend a 
creative touch to the campaign. 
Each notebook not only carried 
knowledge but also reflected 
the spirit of  togetherness and 
creativity from the Aequs 
family.

Congress and BJP leaders meet BLO Udaykumar to get clarification over the deletion 
of names from electoral rolls |  EXPRESS

Aequs distributes over 
a lakh notebooks to 
govt school children 

Students of a government school at Yamakanmaradi display Aequs notebooks

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayapura 

THE Lok Adalat helped seven 
couples from different parts of  
the district to reconcile their 
differences and agree to resume 
their marital lives. The couples 
settled their disputes through 
the intervention of  the Janata 
Nyayalaya  on Monday.

A release said that as many 
as 10,925 cases were settled 
through amicable compromise 
during the National Lok Adalat 
held across the district, provid-
ing relief  to a large number of  
litigants.

The cases settled included 
disputes relating to property 
partition, cheque dishonour, 
compensation in motor vehicle 
accident cases, maintenance 

and alimony claims, compound-
able criminal cases and execu-
tion petitions.

In land acquisition matters, 
96 cases and 312 related peti-
tions were settled through com-
promise involving a total com-
p e n s a t i o n  a m o u n t  o f  
Rs.31,41,56,802.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Principal District and Sessions 
Judge and District Legal Serv-
ices Authority Chairman Har-
ish A. said the Lok Adalat 
mechanism enabled litigants to 
resolve disputes amicably, sav-
ing considerable time and 
money.

He said the process also 
spared litigants from making 
repeated visits to courts for sev-
eral years and urged the public
to make use of  the Lok Adalat 
facility to settle eligible dis-
p u t e s  t h r o u g h  m u t u a l 
compromise.

Lok Adalat settles 10,925 cases across 
Vijayapura dist, reunites 7 couples

Couple being reunited at Lok Adalat 
held in Vijayapura district |  EXPRESS

Gokak: In observance of World Rabies Day, the Department of Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services has announced a taluk-wide free anti-rabies vaccination 

campaign for dogs on September 28. The drive will take place across all 
government veterinary hospitals, clinics, and primary veterinary centres throughout 

Gokak and Mudalgi taluks. Announcing the initiative, Dr. Mohan Vasant Kamat, 
Chief Veterinary Officer (Admin), Veterinary Hospital, Gokak, stated that the 

campaign aims to prevent the spread of rabies and safeguard community public 
health. Pet owners, dog handlers, and farmers in rural and urban areas are strongly 

encouraged to bring their dogs to the nearest government veterinary facility on 
September 28 to benefit from the free vaccination service.  

150-year-old Big Mishra Pedha brand enters Belagavi
Belagavi: Big Mishra Pedha, the iconic Dharwad-based sweet brand with a 150-year 
legacy, has opened its new outlet along with Café Mishra near Hari Mandir on Angol 
Main Road, Belagavi. The brand, which has over 260 outlets across several states, is

known for its traditional sweets, quality and customer trust. The new outlet will 
offer popular delicacies including Kunda, Karadant, Ghee Mysore Pak and Laal 

Pedha, along with freshly prepared snacks and food under Café Mishra. Managing 
Director Sanjay Ganesh Mishra said the brand’s growth has been driven by quality, 

hard work and the continued trust and support of customers. 

Free anti-rabies vaccination campaign on Sept 28

The Centre has earmarked Rs 2.5 lakh crore 
for research, creating immense 
opportunities for young innovators

Pralhad 
Joshi, Union 
Minister

THE SECRET OF GETTING 
AHEAD IS GETTING 
STARTED ❯ MARK TWAIN


