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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Belagavi 

A youth was allegedly attacked with a sharp weapon on Man-
doli Road in Belagavi on Sunday night, triggering a police in-
vestigation. The seriously injured youth was reportedly forced 
into the boot of  a car by the attackers, who then fled the spot.

The incident reportedly took place between 9 pm and 10 pm 
in the Bhawani Nagar-Watve Colony area along Mandoli Road. 
Police officials, including DCP NV Barmani and Belagavi Ru-
ral ACP Mallangouda Naikar, visited the area and began col-
lecting information about the incident.

According to sources, the victim, who is from the Sambra 
Road area, has been missing since Sunday night. His mobile 
phone has also been switched off. It is suspected that he was 
called to Mandoli Road and attacked by a group of  persons 
armed with sharp weapons. A missing-person complaint was 
reportedly lodged at the Malmaruti police station on Monday 
night. However, the whereabouts and condition of  the youth 
remained unclear till Monday night. Police have launched a 
search for the suspected attackers and are examining CCTV 
footage from the area. Footage reportedly shows a motorcycle 
following the car that allegedly carried the injured youth. In-
vestigators are trying to establish the route taken by the car 
after it left Mandoli Road. Police sources said they have identi-
fied at least one of  the suspects and efforts are underway to 
trace him. Officials, however, declined to provide details, stat-
ing that the investigation was still in progress.

Gambling angle 
The incident has also brought allegations of  widespread gam-
bling and matka activities in areas falling under the Belagavi 
Rural police limits under the scanner. Sources alleged that one 
of  the suspects involved in Sunday’s attack is associated with 
gambling activities in the Mandoli Road area. It is further alleged 
that the suspect had previously been involved in a knife attack 
and was currently operating a gambling den in the area.

Sources claimed that the victim was allegedly lured to Man-
doli Road through a young woman before being attacked. How-
ever, police are yet to officially confirm these allegations. Fur-
ther details are expected to emerge after the suspects are 
traced and questioned.

Youth attacked with sharp 
weapon, forced into car boot

R A M A K R I S H N A  B A D S E S H I 
@ Kalaburagi 

THE Election Commission of  In-
dia has announced the calendar 
of  events for the biennial elec-
tions to the Karnataka North-East 
Teachers’ constituency (compris-
ing seven districts of  Kalyana 
Karnataka, including Bidar, 
Kalaburagi, Yadgir, Raichur, Kop-
pal, Vijayanagar and Ballari dis-
tricts) of  the Legislative Council, 
apart from other biennial elec-
tions to the Karnataka South-East 
Graduates’ constituency, Karna-
taka West Graduates’ constituen-
cy and Bangalore Teachers’ con-
stituency of  the Karnataka 
Legislative Council.

BJP and Congress candidates
Both the BJP and Congress have 
already announced their candi-

dates. Sitting MLC Shashil Na-
moshi will be the BJP candidate, 
while former MLC Sharanappa 
Mattur will be the Congress 
candidate. 

Both have already begun field-
work. Shashil Namoshi is the 
president of  the prestigious Hy-
derabad Karnataka Education So-
ciety (HKE Society), which runs 

many educational institutions in 
the Kalyana Karnataka region. He 
was elected from this constituen-
cy (North-East Teachers’ Constit-

uency) continuously in the elec-
tions held in 1996, 2002 and 2008. 
He was defeated in the 2014 elec-
tion. He won again in 2020 and is 
now contesting the election to be 
held on October 23 this year. Na-
moshi hails from Kalaburagi.

Sharanappa Mattur is a strong 
follower of  AICC president Mal-
likarjun Kharge and former 
chief  minister late Dharam 
Singh. 

He is an advocate in the Kar-
nataka High Court. Mattur con-
tested the MLC elections to the 
North-East Teachers’ constitu-
ency in 2014 and defeated Shash-
il Namoshi of  the BJP. He was 
defeated by Shashil Namoshi in 
the 2020 elections to this constit-
uency. Mattur hails from Rai-
chur district. It is not yet known 
whether the Janata Dal will 
field its candidate.

Rs 32 lakh PF & NPS 
fraud unearthed at 
RCU; 3 staffers held 

FUND DIVERSION

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Belagavi 

THREE employees of  Rani Chan-
namma University (RCU) have 
been arrested in connection with 
an alleged financial fraud involv-
ing the Provident Fund (PF) and 
National Pension System (NPS), 
in which more than Rs 32 lakh 
was allegedly transferred to per-
sonal bank accounts over a three-
year period. The accused have 
been identified as Murugesh H.M., 
Mahesh Veeresh Wali and Sand-
eep Burli and Ramu Yamanappa 
Hanchinal. The police have suc-
ceeded in arrested three accused 
while Ramu Hanchinal is ab-
sconding and police searching for 
him. 

According to the complaint, the 
accused, who were working in the 
university’s Finance Department, 
allegedly diverted funds between 
2020 and 2023 by transferring 
amounts meant for PF and NPS 
accounts into their personal ac-
counts. The alleged irregularities 
came to light during scrutiny by 
university authorities. Subse-
quently, University Registrar Da-
rikhan Krishnadev Kamble lodged 
a complaint with the Kakati po-
lice on September 8.

Following registration of  the 

case, the accused allegedly went 
absconding. A team led by Kakati 
police PSI Manjunath Naik and 
Mrutyunjay Mathad conducted 
searches in Hubballi, Vijayapura 
and Bagalkot districts and arrest-
ed three of  the accused from Var-
ur village of  Hubballi.The three 
arrested accused were produced 
before a court and remanded in 
judicial custody at Hindalga Cen-
tral Prison.

Police are reportedly continu-
ing their investigation to ascer-
tain whether the accused were 
involved in further financial ir-
regularities and whether the al-
leged fraud extends beyond the Rs 
32 lakh identified so far.The case 
has raised concerns over finan-
cial oversight and internal con-
trols at the university.

MLC POLLS

BJP, CONGRESS BEGIN FIELDING CANDIDATES 
Election schedule
Notification publication: 
September 29 
Last date for nominations: 
October 6 
Scrutiny of nomination 
papers: October 7 
Last date for withdrawal of 
nominations: October 9
Polling: From 8 am  
to 4 pm on October 23
Counting of votes:  
October 27
Completion of the election 
process: October 31

Shashil  Namoshi and Sharanappa Mattur 

V’pura Lok Adalat 
settles 10,925 cases, 
reunites 7 couples
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayapura 

THE Lok Adalat helped seven couples from different 
parts of  the district to reconcile their differences and 
agree to resume their marital lives. The couples settled 
their disputes through the intervention of  the Janata 
Nyayalaya  on Monday.

A release said that as many as 10,925 cases were set-
tled through amicable compromise during the Nation-
al Lok Adalat held across the district, providing relief  
to a large number of  litigants.

The cases settled included disputes relating to prop-
erty partition, cheque dishonour, compensation in mo-
tor vehicle accident cases, maintenance and alimony 
claims, compoundable criminal cases and execution 
petitions. In land acquisition matters, 96 cases and 312 
related petitions were settled through compromise in-
volving a total  compensation amount of  
Rs.31,41,56,802.

Speaking on the occasion, Principal District and Ses-
sions Judge and District Legal Services Authority 
Chairman Harish A. said the Lok Adalat mechanism 
enabled litigants to resolve disputes amicably, saving 
considerable time and money. He said the process also 
spared litigants from making repeated visits to courts 
for several years and urged the public to make use of  
the Lok Adalat facility to settle eligible disputes 
through mutual compromise.

Couple being reunited at Lok Adalat held in Vijayapura  | EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Belagavi 

WITH inadequate rainfall 
causing crop losses and wors-
ening the financial distress 
of  farmers in Belagavi dis-
trict, the Karnataka Rajya 
Raitha Sangha (KRRS) has 
urged officials and elected 
representatives to attend a 
meeting convened to decide 
the price of  sugarcane.

A delegation of  the farm-
ers’ organisation met Deputy 
Commissioner Mohammad 
Roshan and submitted a mem-
orandum seeking his pres-
ence, along with elected repre-
sentatives and the concerned 
minister, at the meeting sched-
uled to be held at Gurlapur 
Cross in Hukkeri taluk on 
September 28.

A large number of  farmers 
from Belagavi district and 
neighbouring areas are expect-
ed to attend the meeting. The 
organisation urged the author-
ities to ensure that a concrete 
decision is taken on the sugar-
cane price, taking into consid-
eration the difficulties faced by 
farmers.

The delegation also sought 
an immediate assessment of  
the drought-like situation pre-
vailing in the district and ap-
propriate relief  measures for 
affected farmers. Farmers’ or-
ganisation leader and presi-
dent Ganesh Ilageri urged the 
authorities to conduct a prop-
er assessment of  crop losses 
caused by inadequate rainfall 
and provide compensation of  
Rs 1 lakh per acre to drought-
affected farmers.

The delegation said the fi-
nancial burden on farmers 
had increased significantly 
due to crop losses and stressed 
that ensuring a remunerative 
price for the sugarcane pro-
duced this season was essen-
tial. Office-bearers and activ-
i s t s  o f  t h e  f a r m e r s ’ 
organisation were present 
during the submission of  the 
memorandum.

DC urged to 
attend meet 
on deciding 
cane price 

Mandya Lokayukta police conducted surprise raids early Tuesday on the residence and farmhouse of Shivaraju, a 
recently retired hostel warden of the BCs Welfare Dept, following allegations that he had amassed assets 
disproportionate to his known sources of income. The raids reportedly unearthed movable and immovable assets 
worth crores of rupees. The searches were carried out at his residence in Maddur and at his farmhouse.


