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Kerala aims to become rabies-free by 2030: IBCM 
project report to be presented on Sep 30

Thiruvananthapuram 
(TSIT) : Kerala has set a 
target of eliminating 
rabies from the state by 
2030, with the state-level 
observance of World 
Rabies Day and presenta-
tion of the Integrated Bite 
Case Management (IBCM) 
project report scheduled 
to be held here on 
Wednesday.

Health Minister K. 
Muraleedharan said the 
state-level inauguration 
would be held at 1130 
hours on September 30 at 
the School of Public 
Health on the 
Thiruvananthapuram 
Medical College campus.

The programmes are 
being organised under 
the theme "Together, 
More Strongly, Towards a 
Rabies-Free Kerala", 
focusing on coordinated 
efforts to eliminate a dis-
ease that poses a serious 

threat to public health.
The IBCM project is a 

key initiative in the 
state's strategy to combat 
rabies. It aims to strength-
en the management of 
animal bite cases through 
systematic reporting, 
timely administration of 
post-exposure prophylax-
is, and effective follow-up 
of patients. The project 
report is expected to pro-
vide valuable insights 
into the current situation 

and outline the way for-
ward for achieving the 
2030 target.

Rabies, though prevent-
able, continues to claim 
lives in many parts of 
India. Kerala's efforts are 
part of a broader national 
and global push to elimi-
nate the disease. The 
W o r l d  H e a l t h 
Organization has set a 
global target of zero 
human deaths from dog-
mediated rabies by 2030.

The state-level event 
will bring together health 
officials, medical experts, 
and stakeholders from 
various departments to 
discuss strategies and 
share best practices. The 
focus will be on raising 
awareness about rabies 
prevention, promoting 
responsible pet owner-
ship, and ensuring timely 
and appropriate treat-
ment for dog bite victims.

Bengaluru: Alpaca, a 
new chocolate drinks 
house, opens in 
Indiranagar, Bengaluru, 
on 5 October. Founded 
by Balaraju A and 
Kishore Rai in collabo-
ration with chocolate 
taster L Nitin Chordia 
and Poonam Chordia as 
craft consultants, it 
serves drinks made from 
real cacao.The menu 
offers eight cacao inten-
sities, hot and iced 
options, dairy and vegan 
milk, and over a dozen 
inclusions and toppings. 
Guests choose their 
intensity, milk, and fla-
vours, with options like 

orange, ginger, black 
pepper, cardamom, cin-
namon, sea salt, and 
mint. The range spans 
100%, 82%, 71%, 65%, 
55%, and 46% dark, plus 
36% milk and 28% white.

The Cacao Atlas traces 
global cacao styles, 
including Mexican, 
Spanish, French, Swiss, 
Brazilian, Vietnamese, 
and American 
Serendipity. Founders 
bring over two decades 
of experience from Polar 
Bear ice cream chain. 
Chocolate drinks start at 
249, with Cacao Atlas 

styles at 299 and select-
ed cold drinks up to 349.

Alpaca opens in Bengaluru 
with craft cacao drinks

INDIA SHIFTS TO 
MILITARY RESPONSE 
AGAINST CROSS BOR
DER TERRORISM

Bengaluru: In his Mann 
Ki Baat address on 27 
September 2026, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
recalled the 2016 surgical 
strikes on their 10th anni-
versary, calling them a 
decisive response to ter-
rorism. India's counter-
terror approach has shift-
ed significantly over the 
past decade, moving from 
diplomatic and political 
responses before 2014 to 
direct military action 
since then.Home Minister 
Amit Shah cited sharp 
declines in violence: ter-
rorist incidents fell from 
7,217 between 2004 and 
2014 to 2,242 between 2014 
and 2024. Total deaths 
dropped by 70%, civilian 
deaths by 81%, and secu-
rity personnel casualties 
by 50%. 

Bengaluru: Health 
Minister U.T. Khader 
said government health 
initiatives can only suc-
ceed if the public becomes 
aware and takes responsi-
bility for their own 
health. He noted that 
despite graphic warning 

images, people continue 
falling prey to tobacco 
addiction.

He spoke while flagging 
off the 'Sparsha Hridaya 
Ratha', a mobile cardiac 
screening vehicle, at 
Sparsha Hospital in R.R. 
Nagar on World Heart 

Day 2026. He highlighted 
the government's QR code 
system to curb substan-
dard food sales and the 
'Hridaya Jyothi' scheme, 
which provides free emer-
gency treatment during 
the golden hour for heart 
attack patients.

Khader urged people to 
shed stress and live hap-
pily, advising them to 
divert their thoughts 
when faced with angry 
individuals. He called on 
organizations to join the 
60-day community out-
reach program offering 
free heart check-ups in 
Bidadi, Ramanagara, and 
Channapatna.

Public awareness key to health program 
success, says minister

Bengaluru: Social work-
ers M. Basavalingappa 
and Narasimhamurthy 
V.N. have submitted a 
joint press statement 
requesting President 
Droupadi Murmu to 
address exorbitant prices 
for daily necessities. They 
urge the closure of large 

malls that exploit the pub-
lic and instead seek the 
establishment of "Janata 
Bazaar Mantralaya" out-
lets across the nation.

The proposed outlets 
would make daily essen-
tials and other goods 
available at affordable, 
low prices in an open mar-
ket setting, staffed by 
appropriate officials. The 
statement cites rampant 
poverty and unemploy-
ment, lack of jobs for 
youth, farmers not receiv-
ing fair prices, middle-
men dominance, erratic 
rainfall, and mental dis-
tress among the public 
due to unaffordable essen-
tial goods.

Activists seek nationwide Janata 
Bazaar Mantralaya outlets

Bengaluru: To mark 
World Heart Day, 
Tathagath Heart 
Centre, located on the 
premises of St. 
Theresa's Hospital on 
Dr. Rajkumar Road, 

Rajajinagar, organised 
a "Walk for Heart" walk-
athon to create aware-
ness about heart health 
and the importance of 
adopting a healthy life-
style. 

Walkathon held in Rajajinagar to mark World Heart Day

Manipal (Udupi): Third 
Wave Coffee, India's cof-
fee and food QSR brand, 
has launched its first café 
in Manipal at Canara 
Mall, marking its 102nd 
café in South India. With 
this opening, the brand is 
now present in three 
Karnataka markets: 
Bengaluru, Mangaluru, 
and Manipal.The expan-
sion reflects the brand's 
commitment to bringing 
specialty coffee beyond 
metro cities, where grow-
ing café culture and stu-
dent populations create 
new opportunities. The 
café caters to both stu-

dents and locals, offering 
signature brews, single-
origin coffees, artisanal 
bakes, and curated food.
Rajat Luthra, CEO of 
Third Wave Coffee, said 
South India remains an 
important growth region. 
He noted that Manipal's 
strong food culture, young 
energy, and evolving café 
landscape make it an 
exciting market. He added 
that Tier-2 cities are 
becoming increasingly 
important to their expan-
sion strategy. The 
Manipal café will offer a 
technology-enabled expe-
rience through the Third 
Wave Coffee app, allowing 
customers to order ahead. 
At a pan-India level, the 
brand plans to expand to 
approximately 320 cafés 
by FY27 and enter 8 new 
geographies.

3rd Wave Coffee opens 
first Manipal café

Bengaluru (TSIT) Eugenix 
Hair Sciences, one of 
India's leading specialised 
hair restoration institu-
tions, has entered 
Bengaluru with the inau-
guration of a new state-of-
the-art centre in 
Indiranagar. Karnataka 

Chief Minister Shri D.K. 
Shivakumar inaugurated 
the facility.

Located at Featherlite 
Vantage, 100 Feet Road, 
Domlur, the multi-floor 
centre spans over 6,000 sq. 
ft. and is equipped with six 
operation theatres. It is 

Eugenix's fifth centre in 
India, following Gurugram, 
Mumbai, Hyderabad, and 
Bhubaneswar.

Speaking at the event, 
Chief Minister Shri D.K. 
Shivakumar congratulat-
ed Dr. Pradeep and Dr. 
Arika for bringing Eugenix 
to Bengaluru and high-
lighted the city's legacy in 
specialised healthcare and 
medical tourism.

Dr. Pradeep Sethi and 
Dr. Arika Bansal, 
Co-Founders of Eugenix 
and AIIMS New Delhi 
alumni, described the 
launch as a meaningful 
milestone. They noted that 
the centre responds to a 
long-standing need among 
Bengaluru patients who 
previously travelled to 
other Eugenix locations 
for treatment.

Eugenix Hair Sciences Brings World-Class 
Hair Restoration to Bengaluru 


