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Man held for 
cheating store of 
phones and TV
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore

A 52-year-old man from Ukkadam was 
arrested for allegedly cheating an 
electronics store on 100-feet Road of  
goods worth lakhs through a What-
sApp-based fraud.

Police said, the suspect M Shaik Ab-
dul Kadhar contacted the shop and 
expressed interest in buying multiple 
smartphones in bulk. He requested 
product details on WhatsApp and pro-
vided a fake address of  a well-known 
department store along with a forged 
GST number for billing purposes. 

Once the invoice was prepared, he 
sent a fake SMS claiming that the full 
payment had been transferred to the 
shop’s bank account. Believing the 
amount had been credited, shop staff  
handed over the phones after the sus-
pect said he could not come in person 
and arranged a bike service for collec-
tion. Using the same method, he ob-
tained a total of  seven mobile phones 
and a smart TV.

When the manager found that no 
money had been credited and the giv-
en address was fake, a complaint was 
lodged with the cyber crime police. 
Further investigation is on.

Headmasters asked to 
create awareness on TRuST
COIMBATORE: The District 
School Education Department 
on Wednesday directed head-
masters to create awareness 
among students about the Tamil 
Nadu Rural Students Talent 
Search (TRuST) exam. An edu-
cational officer in Coimbatore 
told TNIE that the DGE con-
ducts the TRuST examination 
every year to improve learning 
skills among Class 9 students of  
rural government and aided 

schools. “Students who clear 
the examination will receive 
`1,000 per year until they com-
plete Class XII. The examina-
tion would be conducted on No-
vember 21. The DGE has allowed 
students to apply from October 
7 to 13,” he said. “Headmasters 
have been asked to create aware-
ness about the examination and 
its scholarship. They should en-
courage students to apply for 
it,’ he said. 
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Fire personnel, passersby 
removed boulder from site
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

Police and fire and rescue services personnel, along with passers-
by, removed the boulder from the spot and pushed it to the road-
side to clear the traffic congestion. The Mettupalayam police have 
registered a case and are investigating. Meanwhile, traffic came 
to a standstill for over ninety minutes on Wednesday morning 
after a tree fell across the road at Kallar. Similar disruptions oc-
curred at Burliyar and Sholur Mattam due to uprooted trees 
blocking the roads. Coimbatore district recorded 429.40 mm of  
rainfall in the 24 hours ending Wednesday, while the Nilgiris re-
corded 894.5 mm. Kotagiri and Kil Kotagiri received the highest 
rainfall in the district at 85 mm and 77.6 mm, respectively.

K S Mithilesh, Vice Chairman, Kathir Institutions, has been honoured with 
the prestigious“Next-Gen Edupreneur Award 2026” by ICT Academy. The 
award was presented at ICT BRIDGE ’26 held in the city on Wednesday, 
in recognition of his visionary leadership and contribution to advancing 
innovation and entrepreneurship in the education sector |  EXPRESS

TTD serves Annaprasadam to 9 cr pilgrims in
TIRUMALA: Driven by an mission to ensure that no visiting 
pilgrim goes hungry, the Sri Venkateswara Annaprasadam 
wing of Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) served over 9 
crore free meals between January and September 2026. The 
scheme began in 1985, under the then CM NT Rama Rao, 
catering to 2,000 pilgrims daily. Now, the operation averages 
nearly 1.8 lakh daily meals, frequently exceeding 3 lakh 
servings during peak festival rush.  ENS

A S H W I N I  M  S R I P A D  @ Bengaluru

THE drought situation in Kar-
nataka has started to impact 
rice production and its prices, 
with retail rates of  several va-
rieties of  rice rising by `25-30 
per kg over the last three 
months. One of  the major rice-
producing states, Karnataka is 
expected to see lower produc-
tion this year as sowing in June 
was low. With harvesting begin-
ning in November, traders and 
industry experts anticipate 
tighter supplies in the coming 
months.

Paddy is grown largely in 
Tungabhadra and Cauvery Riv-
er basins, including Raichur, 
Koppal, Ballari, Vijayanagara, 
Mysuru, Mandya and some 
parts of  Malnad. Karnataka 
normally cultivates paddy in 
around 13 lakh hectares annu-
ally, but this year, it has reduced 
by over four lakh hectares due 
to severe drought in both ba-
sins. The price of  Sona Masuri 
variety in the wholesale mar-
ket has increased from `50 per 
kg to `75 to `80. Similarly, 
Kolam rice, which was around 
`75 per kg, is reaching `100.

AB Patil, president of  the In-
stitute of  Agricultural Tech-
nologists and former agricul-
ture adviser to the state 
government, said paddy is one 
of  the highest water-consum-

ing crops. To produce 1 kg of  
paddy, it requires 3,500 litres to 
4,000 litres of  water. With dams 
running dry, farmers at the tail 
end of  canals will not get water. 
It is better for them to grow 
crops like pulses, oil seeds or 
ragi ,  but  not  paddy,  he 
suggested.

Prof  MB Rajegowda, agrom-
eteorologist and former regis-
trar, University of  Agriculture 
Sciences, told TNIE that paddy 
sowing in Karnataka occurs in 
June /July, while harvesting 
stretches from October to No-
vember and sometimes to De-
cember. But this year, sowing 
has reduced drastically. “As 
rain was not up to the mark, 
dams are running dry. In the 
Krishnaraja Sagar Reservoir 
belt, as the government has pri-

oritised drinking water, there 
will be no discharge of  water 
into irrigation canals. Farmers 
have not taken up sowing and 
this will impact the quantity of  
production,” he pointed out.

Farmers in Raichur and Bal-
lari districts said that in a nor-
mal year, they get two crops, 
but this year, the situation is so 
bad that they have not even tak-
en up a single crop. In other 
years, farmers would harvest 
paddy in April/May and then 
again in October/November. In 
the two districts, normally, if  
the southwest monsoon is good, 
the northeast monsoon fails, 
and vice-versa. In those years, 
they get a chance to take advan-
tage of  at least one season. But 
this year, the El Nino effect has 
put paid to that, affecting sow-

i n g ,  c u l t i v a t i o n  a n d 
production.

Millers said that they are 
buying paddy at `4,400 per 
quintal that was `3,000 a few 
months ago. “Our purchase 
price now is equal to what we 
used to sell it for earlier,” a mill 
owner said. 

Rice gets costlier by `25-30/kg as 
drought hits cultivation in K’taka
With reserves running dry, govt has prioritised drinking water needs over irrigation: Agri expert

Farmers in Raichur and Ballari  districts said that while they usually get two crops, 
this year they have not even taken up a single crop |  EXPRESS

TN farmers seek package 
for samba, thaladi crops
CHENNAI: The Tamil Nadu 
Farmers Association has urged 
the state government to 
introduce a special package for 
farmers growing samba, thaladi 
and rain-fed crops, citing water 
shortage and uncertain weather 
conditions. The association urged 
the government to promote 
alternative crops such as maize, 
groundnut, sesame, black gram, 
green gram, cowpea and ragi in 
suitable districts, with technical 
support. In a letter to CM C Joseph 
Vijay, the association’s state 
general secretary P S Masilamani 
said only about 1.5 lakh acres of 
the usual six lakh acres of kuruvai 
cultivation had been raised with 
groundwater, and parts of these 
crops had withered due to water 
shortage. The association urged 
the government to release Mettur 
water based on crop requirements 
and ensure regulated irrigation up 
to tail-end areas. It also sought 
special officers to monitor water 
distribution.  ENS

A 32-year-old widow from Ondipudur 
accused a man she met on a matrimony 
website of cheating her of `10L and gold 
jewellery before sexually assaulting her

WOMAN 
CHEATED

Girl students of pvt college 
allege lack of safety in hostel
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

GIRL students staying in the 
hostel of  a private engineering 
college near Thondamuthur, in 
the outskirts of  the city, have 
alleged that the hostel lacks ad-
equate safety measures. Con-
demning this, around 50 girl 
students staged a protest on the 
college campus on Monday, de-
manding immediate remedy.

A second-year girl student, 
under condition of  anonymity, 
told TNIE that around 200 girl 
students stay in the three-sto-
rey hostel building on the col-
lege campus. “An unknown per-
son trespassed onto the terrace 
and knocked on the locked ter-
race door. This has been hap-
pening for the past week. This 

caused widespread panic 
among students,” she said.

“On Sunday evening, once 
again there was knocking, fol-
lowing which a student pan-
icked and fainted on the spot. 
Hostellers then informed the 
police and called an ambu-
lance. Later, the student 
was taken to the hospi-
tal,” she said.

Another student al-
leged that although 
CCTV cameras are 
present in the hostel 
premises, they are non-func-
tional. She added, “There is no 
hostel warden and an elderly 
person has been appointed as 
security guard. Taking advan-
tage of  this, someone has been 
allegedly roaming around the 
hostel at night.”

Condemning the alleged lack 
of  safety measures, the stu-
dents staged a protest on the
campus on Monday morning. 
Following the protest, the col-
lege administration ‘fixed’ the 
CCTV cameras and appointed a 

hostel warden, students told 
TNIE. Meanwhile, a video 

showing hostel students 
carrying a fainted stu-
dent to an ambulance 
on Sunday night went 
viral on social media.
When contacted, a col-

lege official denied the alle-
gations and said the hostel war-
den had gone on leave on 
Sunday. He said some students 
are spreading baseless rumours 
that someone was moving 
around the terrace, and an in-
quiry is under way. 


