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TheChAIRMANof the Joint
Committee of Parliament on
OneNation,OneelectionBills,
PPChaudhary,onMondaysaid
theSupremeCourtonSeptem-
ber 22wrote to the committee
confirming ameetingwith its
members at 4.30 pm on Oc-
tober6,beforedeciding tocan-
cel itonOctober1followingob-
jections raised to the proposed
meeting.
The committeewas sched-

uled to visit the court for a
“localstudyvisit”, includingan
“informal discussion” with
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant and other judges of the
SupremeCourt“ontheissueof
simultaneouselections”,asper
the programme circulated to
thepanelmembers.
Controversy over the pro-

posed meeting erupted last
week when Rajya Sabha MP
Kapil Sibal addressed a press
conferenceonOctober1,calling
themeeting“unconstitutional”
astheBillsbeingdeliberatedby
the committee could someday
come before the court for ad-
judication.
TheSupremeCourtwroteto

the committee on October 1
afternoon,cancellingthemeet-
ing, saying thematterwas dis-
cussed among senior judges

and itwas felt that itwouldnot
be desirable to have the dis-
cussionastheBillsmaybecome
asubjectof judicial review.
Speaking to reporters after

ameetingoftheParliamentary
committeeonMonday,Chaud-
hary said the meeting was
fixed by the Supreme Court
after it was suggested byDMK
MP and lawyer P Wilson. he
said after the Supreme Court
wrotetothecommitteeonSep-
tember 22, fixing the time of
themeeting,allmemberswere
informed. LawMinister Arjun
RamMeghwalsubmitted“ma-
terial” to the court; the lists of
members and officers who
wouldtakepart inthemeeting
werealso shared.
“After eight or nine days,

when some issueswere raised
publicly, the Supreme Court
felt… itwouldnot be proper to
havethemeeting,sowealsoin-

formedthemembers.Ifitisnot
appropriate, then we should
notpursuethematter,”Chaud-
hary said. he added that com-
mitteesofParliamenthadinter-
actedwith the SupremeCourt
inthepast.
earlierintheday,thematter

is learnt tohavecomeupinthe
meetingofthecommittee.Wil-
son is learnt to have read out a
letter explaining the matter.
TheDMKMP is learnt to have
said that he had suggested the
meetingwiththecourtinthein-
terestofbroad-basedconsulta-
tion.he is learnt tohavenoted
thatthemeetingcouldnottake
placeduetopoliticalobjections.
Wilsonis learnt tohavesaid

that seeking the judges’ infor-
mal views cannot amount to
seeking adjudication from the
court. he is also learnt to have
cited past examples, including
when the draft Constitution
was circulated to seek views
from judges in 1948, aswell as
some recent examples, includ-
ingmeetings of Parliamentary
committeeswithjudgesregard-
ing theMediation Bill, virtual
courts andNational Legal Ser-
vicesAuthority.
Congress MP Manish Te-

wari is learnt to have said the
decision to consult the Su-
premeCourtwasagraveerror,
given that the Bills could end
up before the court. AfterWil-

sonmade his point that such
meetingshadbeenheld in the
past, Tewari is learnt to have
askedwhy thenwas themeet-
ingcancelled.
Thecommitteeisalsolearnt

to have held interactionswith
ChiefeconomicAdvisorVAn-
anthaNageswaran, Chairman,
economicAdvisoryCouncil to
Prime Minister, S Mahendra
DevandVivekanandaInterna-
tional Foundation chairman S
Gurumurthy.Theyarelearntto
havesupportedtheideaofsim-
ultaneous elections. TheCeA,
it is learnt, told the committee
that frequent elections bring
the focus on revenue expendi-
tureinsteadofcapitalexpendi-
ture,andcanleadtopolicypar-
alysis. Gurumurthy is learnt to
haveflaggedthatfrequentelec-
tionsleadtothecreationofpaid
partyworkersanduseofmoney
power in elections, as opposed
tovoluntarycadres.
The committee is examin-

ing the Constitution (129th
Amendment)Bill,2024,andthe
Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2024, that
were introduced inDecember
2024. The Bills provide for a
one-time curtailment of terms
ofstateAssembliestoalignwith
thatoftheLokSabhatopavethe
wayforasimultaneouselection
to the Lok Sabha and all As-
semblies.

PPChaudhary

SCgaveitsnodonSept22,but
cancelledmeetwithHouse
panellater,saysChairman

AnanthakrishnanG
NewDelhi,October5

TheSUPReMeCourtonMon-
day sought a detailed affidavit
from theCentre on its plans to
relocatetheCentralSecretariat
Library(CSL),currentlyhoused
in Shastri Bhavanwhich is set
to be torn down as part of the
CentralVista revampplan.
Taking suo motu cogni-

zance of The Indian Express
report on the issue, abenchof
Justices Sanjay Kumar and
Sanjeev Sachdeva issued no-
tice to the Centre and sought
an“affidavitwithfulldetailsof
the area which would be al-
lotted for housing the library
alongwith actual layout
plans”.
The court also asked the

Centre to indicate “whether
this library(proposedone)will
besufficient tohousenotonly
thebookswhicharepresently
stored in Shastri Bhavan, but
also the books which are
stated to be lying in R K
Puram.”
On September 30,

The Indian Express reported
that the Ministry of housing
andUrbanAffairsandCentral
PublicWorksDepartment are
yet to find space for the 135-
year-old librarywhichhouses
more than8.5 lakhbooks.
The report said that in Ja-

nuary, the Directorate of es-

tates allotted two rooms,with
an area of 300 squaremetres,
at Kartavya Bhavan-2 for the
CSL. TheMinistry of Culture,
which administers the CSL,
rejectedthis, replyingthat the
space allotted was far from
sufficient.
Following the publication

of thereport, theMinistry, ina
post, said: “It is clarified that
space for the Central Secre-
tariat Library has been pro-
vided for in theKartavyaPath
redevelopment plan. The
necessary process for con-
struction of the library is
underway.”
TheIndianExpressalso re-

ported that around 2 lakh
books in the regional lan-
guagessectionhaveremained
lockedupinboxes inanoffice
complex in RKPuram for the
past 15 years after this section
was “closed temporarily” in
2011 forMetro construction.
Taking up the matter on

Monday, Justice Kumar said:
“Credit where it’s due. This
issuewasflaggedbyoneofmy
former collegues, a retired
judge of the Punjab and ha-
ryana high Court who is as
fond of paper as he is now ap-
preciative of AI and all that it
has to offer.”
AddressingAdditionalSol-

icitor General Aishwarya
Bhati, who represented the
Centre,hesaid: “Goingbythis
newspaper report, this is a li-
brarywhichdatesbackto1891
with writings of 1702. Very
well to say that we should cut
downonpaper, but that does-
n’t mean that you don’t take
care of the valuable papers
thatyoualreadyhave.Youare
allotting two rooms in that
KartavyaBhavan, that’s it?”
Bhati said that after the

issue was flagged, she had
taken instructions, and
handed over a report to the
bench.Shesaidthereportwas
signedbytheDirector,Central
Vista. “Please see what is
planned," she said.

Justice Kumar, however,
soughtaproperreplyfromthe
Centre, with an affidavit giv-
ing an undertaking. he asked
if the space proposed to be al-
locatedwas “leaving out the 2
lakh books which are lying in
R K Puram... cartons which
have not been opened since
2011.”
Bhati responded that

“biggerspaceacrosstwofloors
isbeingplanned”,andthepro-
posed areawasmore than the
current area.
Justice Kumar expressed

doubt on whether this would
include the 2 lakhbooks.
The bench said the Centre

must produce detailed plans
“because if you are having
conference rooms etc, the ac-
tual storage area for these
books... you have to tell us is
there enough area, because if
you have all these trappings
there, then the area for actual
book storage would go down
drastically".
The court fixed the next

hearing forNovember 16.

TheSupremeCourt tooksuomotucognizanceofThe IndianExpress reportpublishedonSeptember30

Givedetailedplanon relocating
135-year-old library: SC toCentre

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF
(CIVIL), ODISHA

NIRMAN SOUDHA, UNIT-V, BHUBANESWAR
INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)

E-mail ID:cebuildings_orissa@yahoo.co.in
cebuildings@rediffmail.com Tel. -(0674)-2391523

File No- B-l-Rev.-01/2026 Lr. No. 36734 Bhubhaneswar, dtd. 3rd Oct., 2026
Invitation for Bids
1stCorrigendum

Bid Identification No. CE-Bldg-l-38/2026-27
Name of the Works:

“Construction of Annex Building with Training, Administrative Support
Facilities and 500 Seater Auditorium of ROTI, Gothapatana, Bhubaneswar on
Turnkey Basis”.

The following changes have been made in Bid Identification No.CE-Bldg-1-38/2026-27
Bid documents can be seen / downloaded from the Govt. Website i.e. www.tendersorissa.gov.in,
during the period dt.12.10.2026 to 17.30 hours of dt.02.11.2026 instead of dt.05.10.2026 to 17.30
Hours of dt.26.10.2026 for ONLINE BIDDING respectively.
1. A pre-bid meeting shall be held on dt.22.11.2026 at 11:30 AM at the Conference Hall of Office

of the Chief Engineer (Buildings-l), Odisha, Nirman Soudha, Unit-V, Bhubaneswar instead of dt.
13.10.2026.

2. Online bids shall be received till 17.30 Hours of dt.02.11.2026 instead of dt.26.10.2026.
3. Hardcopy shall be received on or before dt.06.11.2026 up to 17.30 Hours by this office instead

of dt.30.10.2026.
4. The technical bids will be opened at 11.30 A.M. of dt.07.11.2026 instead of dt.31.10.2026.
All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.

Sd/-
Engineer-in-Chief (Civil)

(I/c) Chief Engineer, Buildings-I, Odisha,
BhubaneswarOIPR- 34001/34117/1/26-27/0081

34001/942/2627

WIThTheAssemblyelections
inPunjabjustoverfourmonths
away, Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD)’s lone MP Harsimrat
KaurBadal is holding at least
threemeetingsadayassheleads
her party’s women-focused
Mawan Dhiyan Insaaf Yatra
againstdrugsacrossthestate.
InaninterviewwithRaakhi

Jagga, the four-timeBathinda
MPspokeabout thedrugprob-
lem in the state, her party’s vi-
sionforPunjab,speculationsur-
rounding her entry into state
politics, and thebuzzabout the
SAD-BJPalliance,amongother
issues.excerpts:

Youranti-drugcampaign,
whichisfocusedonwomen
affectedbythedrug
problem,isincontrastto
theAAP’sMawanDhiyan
SatkarYojana.Doesthis
makeyouroutreach
difficult?
I do not intend to compete

with anyone throughmypro-
gramme,whichisaboutfeeling
thepainofwomenwhoare the
worst-affectedbythedrugmen-
ace in Punjab.Women tellme
thattheyarescaredtosendtheir
childrentoschoolsandcolleges.
The AAP government’s

scheme (MawanDhiyanSatkar
financialaidschemeforwomen)
ismere symbolism. Instead of
providing an aid of Rs 60,000
over a five-year period, they
started the scheme just six
monthsbeforethepolls.
Womenaffectedbydrugsare

attendingmyprogrammesvol-
untarily.

ChiefMinisterBhagwant
Mannblamestheprevious

SAD-BJPgovtbetween2007
and2017forthedrug
problem...
When we were in power,

drugs were not being sold
openlyon the streets of Punjab
norwere youngsters seenwith
syringe-pokedarms.TheAAPis
just trying to defame the BJP-
SADtenurebutthefactremains
thatchitta (heroin)isbeingsold
liketoffeesinPunjabtoday.
Complainants in cases of

drugsarebeing threatenedand
punishedratherthandrugsup-
pliers.Weoften findpolicemen
accusedofsellingheroin.There
is a nexus between drug sup-
pliers and thepolice.howcan
someonewhowas inpower 10
years agobe responsible for to-
day’sproblems?

TheCMoftentakesadigat
NanhiChhan,yourNGO
whichalsocampaigns
againstdrugs.
NanhiChhanisverycloseto

myheart.Istarteditdecadesago
whenIwasnotactiveinpolitics.

I have empoweredover 14,000
women.
With regard toMann’s criti-

cism,whatelsecanIexpectfrom
a“GuruDokhi”(anti-Guru)CM,
whohasnotempoweredasingle
woman… his speeches show
howmuchhe respectswomen.
IbroughtAIIMStoBathinda.he
hasnotbroughtasingleproject
forthestateduringhistenure.

WhatistheMawanDhiyan
DiFaujcampaignabout?
MawanDhiyanDiFauj is to

identify drug traffickers and
theirgodfathersacrossthestate.
Wewillempowerourwomento
becomethecatalystsofchange.
I have released a form and it
wouldbedistributedineveryvil-
lage. I urge women to fill the
form...Womenshouldrecordall
acts of drug trafficking around
them with names of the traf-
fickers andpeddlers aswell as
those who were patronising
them.The formswouldbe for-
warded to a special anti-drug
task force headedby awoman

DGPforspeedyactionwhenthe
SADgovtcomestopower.

Whatisyourresponsetothe
buzzthatyourpolitical
activityhasincreasedas
youmayenterstatepolitics
andcouldbeprojectedas
SAD’sCMface?
These are rumours being

spread by our rivals. I have al-
waysbeeninthestateasIbelong
to a regional party.We under-
stand the pain of Punjab and
Punjabis.Thisismystate.
So far, I have covered 14As-

sembly constituencies through
myyatraandwillcovermore...

Whatareyourviewsonthe
possiblealliancebetween
theSADandtheBJP?
Contrary to perception, I

have not given any indication
about this possible alliance.
Whenasked (inAugust) byour
constituency in-chargeofLon-
gowal about aneducational in-
stitutioninthearea,Ihadsaidif
SADcomestopower,theconsti-
tuencywillseedevelopment.
Iwas justreferringtoformer

CMParkashSinghBadal’s abil-
ities to get projects for Punjab
throughhis goodwill irrespec-
tive of who was ruling at the
Centre.Mystatementwasmis-
interpreted.

HowdoyouseeSAD’s
chancesinthe2027
Assemblypolls?
The Congress won in 2017

after being out of power for 10
years.Ifirmlybelievethatpublic
supportcanbringSADtopower
aspeopleno longerwantDelhi
to govern them.Ours is aparty
ofPunjabisandforPunjabis.

ExprEss
interview hArsimrAtkAurbAdAL

bathindamp,shiromaniakalidal

‘I havenot signalledAkaliDal and
BJPalliance forPunjabpolls’

LalmaniVerma&JatinAnand
Lucknow,NewDelhi,Oct5

TheBJPMonday announced
eightcandidatesfortheOctober
16Rajya Sabha elections from
UttarPradesh,leavingoutUnion
Ministershardeep SinghPuri
andBLVerma,whose terms in
theUpperhouseare set to end
nextmonth.
Puri is currently theUnion

Minister for Petroleum and
NaturalGas.Verma is theMin-
ister of State forConsumerAf-
fairs, FoodandPublicDistribu-
tion, and Social Justice and
empowerment.
WiththeirRajyaSabhaterms

endingonNovember25andthe
BJP not renominating them,
theycancontinueas theUnion
ministers for up to sixmonths
without being a member of
eitherhouse of Parliament, as

pertheconstitutionalprovisions.
Theomissionofthetwomin-

isters' nameswas seenasan in-
dicationthattherecouldbeare-
shuffleof theUnionministry in
thecomingmonths.
TheBJP’s listofRajyaSabha

candidates fromUPcomprises
threeOBCfaces, twoBrahmins,
two Dalits and one Thakur
nominee.The list increases the
shareofOBCsandDalitsbecause
theeightseatsfallingvacanthad
two OBCs, two Thakurs, two

Brahmins alongwithoneDalit
and one Sikh.
Among theOBCcandidates

thistimeisDharampalSingh,the
BJPMLAfromBareilly'sAonla
andaministerintheYogiAditya-
nath-ledgovernment,wherehe
holds the Animal husbandry
andDairyDevelopment port-
folio. Singh is a Lodh,withhis
nomination seen as a replace-
ment for Verma who also be-
longstothecommunity.
TheLodhgroupisinfluential

intheBundelkhandandRohilk-
hand regions ofUP,whichhas
traditionallybackedtheBJP. Its
support for the party is also
linkedtoformerUPCMlateKa-
lyanSingh, a Lodh leaderwho
was one of BJP’s tallest OBC
leaders. The other two OBC
nomineesintheBJP'slistarePra-
kashPal, state president of the
party’sOBCMorchawhohails

fromKanpurdistrict,andShruti
GangwarofBareilly. Shruti, an
IITgraduate, is thedaughter of
JharkhandGovernor Santosh
Gangwar. She has beenpoliti-
callyactiveintheBareilly-Baheri
region.
The twoBrahminnominees

areRadhaKantOjha, a lawyer
from Prayagraj and younger
brotherof formerminister Shi-
vakantOjha, andGopiKrishna
Pandey of Kanpur, who has
workedintheparty’sfarmerand
youthwings.TheBJP'sDalitcan-
didatesareformerBarabankiMP
Priyanka SinghRawat, a state
partyvice-president, andVidya
Sagar Sonkar from Jaunpur,
formerMLCandstatepartygen-
eralsecretary.Theeighthnomi-
neeRamPratapSinghChauhan,
formerMLAfromAgra,isastate
BJPgeneral secretary incharge
ofthewesternregion.

UnionMinistersHardeepSingh
Puri andBLVerma

RSpolls:UnionMinistersHardeep
Puri, BLVermanot inBJP’sUP list
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