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India’s life sciences sector is at aninflection point, with an opportunity
to move from scale and access to

discovery, innovation and global lead-
ership. Building on this momentum, the
Innovation Summit, part of the Bharat
Life Sciences Award (BLSA) 2026,
organised by FICCI and powered by Eli
Lilly and Company (India), will be held
on 1 October 2026 at Vigyan Bhawan,
New Delhi.
Aligned with the national vision of Viksit

Bharat 2047, the Summit is expected to
convene 50+ policymakers, 100+ in-
dustry CEOs and over 1,200 delegates,
including scientists, researchers, innova-
tors, investors and entrepreneurs, to dis-

cuss how India can harness AI, strengthen
innovation, and build a globally compet-
itive life sciences ecosystem, reinforcing
its position as a hub for discovery, manu-
facturing and healthcare solutions. A key
highlight of the Summit will be the CEOs
and policymakers roundtable, bringing
together senior leaders from government
and industry to share perspectives on the
public policy priorities that can strengthen
India’s life sciences ecosystem and global
competitiveness. The three thematic
sessions will delve into the enablers re-
quired to deepen India’s role in global life
sciences value chains, including advanced
manufacturing, AI-enabled drug discovery,
and capability development in areas of
vaccines and infectious diseases.

Life sciences manufacturing for Viksit
Bharat 2047
India’s pharmaceutical manufacturing
base is already a global strength. The next
phase will require moving beyond scale
to build leadership defined by quality,
reliability and innovation. This session
will examine the future of pharmaceutical
and biologics manufacturing, CDMOs and
specialised talent, and the steps needed
to attract sustained investment and
strengthen India’s role in global
value chains.

AI-accelerated drug discovery: Build-
ing India into a global discovery nation
As technology reshapes global pharma-

ceutical R&D, India has a unique oppor-
tunity to combine its scientific talent,
digital capabilities and data strengths to
become a hub for AI-enabled discovery.
This session will explore how India can
accelerate drug discovery, deepen R&D
capabilities and build globally compet-
itive innovation models that move the
sector from execution to invention and
breakthrough innovation.

Opportunities in advancing vaccine
and infectious disease platforms and
development capabilities
India’s vaccine capabilities have deliv-
ered impact at scale for the world. The
next ambition is to strengthen plat-
form-level innovation and development

capabilities through next-generation
technologies such as mRNA and biocon-
jugation. This session will focus on the
regulatory pathways, financing models
and partnerships required to accelerate
development and scale solutions for
global health.
Together, these discussions will place

innovation at the centre of India’s life sci-
ences agenda, connecting policy, science,
technology, investment and enterprise to
help move the sector from proven scale
to breakthrough impact and stronger
global leadership.
BLSA Innovation Summit | 1 October
2026 | Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi

Whether you are an innovator,

entrepreneur, startup founder, industry
veteran, investor, researcher, or simply
interested in the forces shaping the
future of science in India, this is a con-
versation you cannot afford to miss.
Be part of the dialogue shaping the future
of India’s life sciences sector. Select your
preferred session and register today.
Visit bharatlifesciencesawards.com

SPOTLIGHT

Shaping the future of life sciences
in India: Bharat Life Sciences

Award Innovation Summit 2026
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Shahabad (Kurukshetra):
Farm activists ended their
day-long protest in Shaha-
bad on Wednesday after Ha-
ryana govt assured them that
it will seek a policy-driven
decision from the Centre to
start paddy procurement
from Sep 15 every year from
next season and it would try
to start procurement earlier
this year.

The assurance came after
the protest by Bhartiya Ki-
san Union (Charuni) intensi-
fied during the day, with the
union’s activists continuing
to block the busy Barara Ro-
ad amid a stronger buil-up of
protesters and security per-
sonnel. The protest was lif-
ted after talks between BKU
(Charuni) functionaries and
senior officers led to an inte-

rim arrangement for far-
mers bringing paddy to man-
dis before formal procure-
ment begins.

Food and civil supplies di-
rector general Anshaj Singh
announced the state govt’s
principal secretary was in
talks with the Centre to get
procurement started at the
earliest this year.

Until approval is recei-
ved, farmers can bring their
paddy to mandis, where the
market committee, with sup-
port from arhtiyas, will dry
and stack the crop, he added.

Once procurement begins,
farmers will not have to take
the crop out again to obtain a
gate pass. Their photog-
raphs and biometrics will be
recorded at the mandi and
gate passes issued there, he
said.

The official assured far-
mers they would not be stop-
ped from bringing paddy to
the grain markets and that
the state govt and market
committees would take re-
sponsibility for their crop.

Kurukshetra DC Vish-
ram Kumar Meena said abo-

ut 22,000 metric tonnes of
paddy had already reached
grain markets in the district.
The routine procurement ca-
lendar begins Oct 1, but far-
mers in the belt harvest early
as paddy varieties have
changed.

The day began with the
early-morning detention of
several farm functionaries,
including BKU (Charuni)
spokesman Rakesh Bains
and worker Jasbir Singh
Mammu Majra. They were
released in the evening after
the protest ended.

‘Chief Secy In
Talks With

Centre For Early
Procurement’

Stir ends after Hry govt
allows paddy in mandis

BKU (Charuni) members at the protest site in Shahabad, and (R) Barara Road blocked by the farmers
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Chandigarh: Haryana Hu-
man Rights Commission has
ordered a physical inspec-
tion of  Government Senior
Secondary School, Gohana,
Sonipat, after taking up 104
complaints by students alleg-
ing absence of  a proper play-
ground, inadequate class-
room space and ventilation,
insufficient sports and labo-
ratory facilities and land en-
croachment.

Commission chairperson
Justice Lalit Batra said safe
and adequate school infras-
tructure was closely linked to
children’s health, safety, dig-
nity and meaningful access
to education. The allegations
required factual verification
before any conclusion could
be drawn, he added.

A report is to be submit-
ted by the education and dis-
trict administration author-
ities before the next hearing

on Nov 4.
The report will have to

specify the total land record-
ed in the name or possession
of  the school, its present sta-
tus, playground availability
and condition, classroom
numbers and dimensions,
ventilation and natural light,
and the availability of  labo-
ratories, sports facilities, toi-
lets and drinking water. Au-
thorities have also been
asked to provide sanctioned
student strength and present
enrolment.

Particular focus has been
placed on the alleged 3.5-acre
land. The commission has di-
rected verification of  its
ownership and status and
whether it is earmarked or

available for construction of
the school building or play-
ground.

Sonipat deputy commis-
sioner has been asked to get the
land and encroachment allega-
tions verified through the rev-
enue authority.

The commission has also
sought recent photographs
and a site plan/demarcation
report showing the school
premises, classrooms, labora-
tory, workshop, playground,
surrounding land and alleged
encroachments. Authorities
must also state whether tempo-
rary arrangements for sports
and other essential facilities
are required pending perma-
nent remedial measures.

The order referred to judg-
ments of  the Allahabad high
court and Delhi high court con-
cerning the need for adequate,
child-friendly educational in-
frastructure and removal of
encroachments from land ear-
marked for educational pur-
poses.

‘Poor infra’: Inspect Gohana
school, orders rights panel

Manvir Saini 
& Manoj Dhaka TNN

Chandigarh: Chandigarh
administration’s move to es-
tablish a cadre structure for
Group A general duty medi-
cal officers in its health de-
partment has drawn opposi-
tion from the Punjab Civil
Medical Services Associ-
ation (PCMSA), which says
the new framework would
undermine the long-stand-
ing inter-state deputation ar-
rangement between Punjab
and Haryana. 

The administration re-
cently notified the UT Chan-
digarh Health Service Rules,
2026, establishing the cadre
structure, recruitment proc-
ess and service conditions
for Group A officers. The
rules provide for 186 sanc-
tioned posts, including medi-
cal officer, senior medical of-
ficer and chief  medical offi-
cer. Chandigarh’s health sys-
tem has traditionally relied
on doctors and specialists de-
puted from Punjab and Ha-
ryana health services, along
with other regional and cen-
tral arrangements. 

PCMSA, which repre-
sents govt doctors and Pun-
jab-cadre deputationists
serving in Chandigarh, has
objected to the new rules, par-
ticularly the proposed local

sub-cadre and changes to
deputation. The associ-
ation’s principal objection is
to what it describes as a de-
parture from the historic
60:40 inter-state deputation
framework. It said the cre-
ation of  a dedicated local sub-
cadre, with 40% direct
recruitment and generalised
deputation routes, would by-
pass the administrative-
sharing arrangement be-
tween Punjab and Haryana
that it links to the Punjab Re-
organisation Act, 1966.
PCMSA said Punjab-cadre
medical officers had contrib-
uted significantly to Chandi-
garh’s healthcare system and
that creating a parallel local
cadre could affect deputation
arrangements, career pro-
spects and parity among doc-
tors working in the same hos-
pitals under different service
rules. The association also
questioned the administra-
tion’s contention regarding a
shortage of  deputationists. 

It said any shortage or re-
liance on contractual doctors
was due to delayed requisi-
tions, administrative issues
and cumbersome procedures
between the UT and parent
states, rather than shortcom-
ings in the 60:40 arrange-
ment. 

PCMSA also alleged that
deputationists had been de-
nied certain allowances and
financial benefits, including
HPCA/PCA, standard depu-
tation allowances and high-
er-education allowances of
12% to 15% for PG/diploma
qualifications. Another ob-
jection concerns contractual
medical officers who were
later regularised. 

The association claimed
that giving such personnel
full UT medical-cadre status,
retrospective seniority, dy-
namic assured career pro-
gression (DACP) and promo-
tional avenues had created
an administrative and legal
anomaly. 

PCMSA also questioned
the selection process of  some
regularised personnel,
claiming they had initially
been selected through local
departmental committees in
the late 1990s and early 2000s
rather than through the
Union Public Service Com-
mission (UPSC) process. 

PCMSA president Dr Ak-
hil Sarin said the association
had written to the UT health
secretary, urging the admin-
istration to withhold the
rules and preserve the 60:40
deputation framework. 

“The association has also
demanded restoration of
what it describes as withheld
allowances and increments,
clearance of  pending 5/10/15-
year MACP cases and remov-
al of  what it terms the ‘pay-
scale forfeiture’ threat,” Sa-
rin said. He also sought the
classification of  regularised
contractual personnel as “ex-
cadre or supernumerary”
rather than including them
in the sanctioned cadre
strength, saying this could
otherwise affect the promo-
tional prospects of  regular
UPSC-vetted and state-depu-
tation officers. 

UT home-cum-health sec-
retary Mandip Singh Brar
was unavailable for com-
ment despite repeated at-
tempts.

‘Can hurt career prospects’: Pb govt docs’
body opposes Chd health cadre rules
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@timesofindia.com The association has written to the UT health 

secretary, urging the administration to withhold 
the rules and preserve the 60:40 deputation framework. 
The association has also demanded restoration of what 
it describes as withheld allowances and increments, 
clearance of pending 5/10/15-year MACP cases and 
removal of what it terms the ‘pay-scale forfeiture’ threat 
PCMSA president | dr akhil sarin

   ‘PRESERVE THE 60:40 FRAMEWORK’

Amritsar: Punjab cabinet
minister for NRI Affairs Dr
Ravjot Singh held an NRI
Milni in Amritsar for resi-
dents of  Gurdaspur, Pathan-
kot, Tarn Taran and Amrit-
sar, with around 75 complai-
nants attending along with
officials from the NRI affa-
irs department, civil admi-
nistration and police of  all
four districts.

NRI Sabha president Par-
vinder Kaur, while talking
to TOI from Melbourne, said
one of  the strongest de-
mands is the reappointment
of  NRI lambardars in villa-
ges to protect NRI-owned
properties from encroach-
ment and disputes.

Parvinder, who is the
first female president of  NRI
Sabha since 1997, sought gre-

ater powers for NRI police
stations, particularly empo-
wering their SHOs to regis-
ter FIRs in appropriate ca-
ses without having to first
send complaints to the
ADGP office for recommen-
dations to prevent avoidable
delays.

The NRI Sabha also de-
manded the reactivation of
NRI courts in Punjab to en-
sure time-bound disposal of

cases. Another key demand
is a dedicated NRI Act to add-
ress issues faced by overseas
Punjabis and the formation
of  a panel to draft laws on
property disputes, inheri-
tance, policing and other
NRI-related matters, she sa-
id.

The NRI community has
also sought a comprehensi-
ve overseas Punjabi databa-
se and special NRI identity
cards on the Kerala model.

Dr Ravjot Singh said
most complaints were add-
ressed during the meeting,
while directions had been is-
sued to concerned officials,
including those in the reve-
nue department, to resolve
the remaining issues in a ti-
me-bound manner. “I assure
our NRIs that our doors are
always open for you to resol-
ve your issues,” he said.

Punjabi NRIs seek stronger legal
safeguards, Kerala-style database

Yudhvir Rana TNN

A report is to be 
submitted by the 
education and district 
administration 
authorities before the
next hearing on Nov 4

Patiala: Supreme Court has
dismissed an anticipatory bail
plea by a prime accused in the
alleged May 10 abduction, as-
sault and stripping of  govt sur-
geon and health activist Dr Ra-
mandeep Singh in Patiala.

A bench of  Justice Dipan-
kar Datta and Justice Sheel Na-
gu declined to interfere with
Punjab and Haryana high co-
urt’s Sept 1 order denying the
accused, a practising lawyer,
pre-arrest protection, mentio-
ning that any regular bail app-
lication filed should be consi-
dered on its merits.

The decision allows police
to seek custodial interrogation
of  the accused in the case regis-
tered at Urban Estate police

station. According to the prose-
cution, Dr Ramandeep Singh, a
specialist at a govt hospital in
Dera Bassi and former general
secretary of  Federation of  All
India Medical Association,
was intercepted, chased, as-
saulted and forced into a vehi-
cle by assailants when he had
arrived at Urban Estate Phase-
II market in his Thar in Patiala.

Driven to an isolated tube-
well in fields off  Turna Palace
Road, Ramandeep was strip-
ped, beaten with sticks and fil-
med before being abandoned
near the new bus stand with
threats, the prosecution alle-
ged.

A local court granted the
accused interim anticipatory
bail on May 20, prompting Ra-
mandeep to approach high co-
urt seeking transfer of  the pro-

ceedings outside Patiala. He al-
leged the accused was using
his influence within the local
legal fraternity.

The HC stayed the procee-
dings on May 29 and later
transferred the case to ses-
sions judge, Patiala, who on
Aug 17 dismissed the anticipa-
tory bail plea. High court up-
held the decision.

The case had triggered out-
rage as Ramandeep is widely
known as a whistleblower who
highlighted the Rajindra Ho-
spital power-failure controver-
sy in Jan 2025, where surgeons
were forced to pause an opera-
tion midway due to a 13-minute
blackout, prompting high co-
urt intervention. SHO, Urban
Estate police station, Sukh-
winder Singh, could not be con-
tacted for comment.

SC dismisses pre-arrest bail plea
of doctor assault case accused

Bharat.Khanna
@timesofindia.com

Patiala: PSPCL CMD Gur-
kirat Kirpal Singh held his
first meeting with leaders
of  around 37 employee or-
ganisations after taking
charge, with discussions fo-
cusing on employees’ de-
mands, particularly promo-
tion-related issues.

He assured the leaders
that demands that could be
addressed at the corpora-
tion level would be resolved
at the earliest, while issues
requiring govt interven-
tion would be taken up with
the govt. He directed offi-
cers to act on promotion-re-
lated demands and other
pending issues. Employee
organisations assured
PSPCL management of  the-
ir cooperation.

Will iron out
differences with
staff at earliest:

PSPCL boss
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chandigarh: Punjab Cong-
ress slammed Central govt
over the repeated objections

raised by two
Election
Commissio-
ners and said
that these ha-
ve vindica-
ted the con-

cerns that Congress has be-
en consistently raising abo-
ut the integrity and
transparency of  the electo-
ral process.

Leader of  the Opposition
in Punjab Vidhan Sabha,
Partap Singh Bajwa, said
the repeated objections rai-
sed by two Election Commis-
sioners have vindicated the
concerns that Congress has
been consistently raising
about the integrity and
transparency of  the electo-
ral process. Bajwa said that
Election Commissioners
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and
Vivek Joshi recorded at least
14 objections over 10 months
concerning voter additions
and deletions, changes to
Form 6, electoral-roll data
and the functioning of  the
SIR process, raising serious
questions that Election Com-
mission must answer.

“Congress has been war-
ning the country about ‘Vote
Chori’, manipulation of  vo-
ter lists and lack of  transpa-
rency. Today, questions of  ex-
actly this nature have repor-
tedly surfaced from within
the Election Commission it-
self. As Congress has rightly
asked, what action was taken
by the CEC when two Elec-
tion Commissioners formal-
ly raised objections?” Bajwa
said.

He said Rahul Gandhi’s
warning that “Vote Chori” is
a direct attack on Constitu-
tion underlines the issue’s
gravity. He said Election
Commission cannot expect
citizens to take the integrity
of  the electoral process for
granted when questions are
being raised about voter re-
gistration.

‘Revelations
vindicate Cong
concerns over

Vote Chori’

Punjab cabinet minister Dr Ravjot
Singh at the NRI Milni in Amritsar
on Wednesday


