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Elderly woman murdered in 
Salem, gold jewellery missing
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Salem

An 80-year-old woman was 
found dead at her house in 
Kitchipalayam on Monday, with 
nearly five sovereigns of  gold 
jewellery she was wear-
ing missing, leading po-
lice to suspect that she 
could have been mur-
dered for gain.

The deceased was 
identified as L Janabai 
of  Ashok Nagar in 
Kitchipalayam. She was 
living with her son 
Sathishkumar (50), who is em-
ployed as a salesman at a ware-
house in Erumapalayam.

Sathishkumar had left home 
for work around 9 am on Mon-
day and returned around 7 pm. 

He found his mother lying on 
an iron cot and noticed blood 
around her lips. He immediate-
ly alerted Kitchipalayam police 
and lodged a complaint.

According to complaint, 
Janabai usually wore a 
gold chain, earrings, 
ring and bracelet weigh-
ing around five sover-
eigns. Sathishkumar no-
t i c e d  t h at  a l l  t h e 
jewellery was missing 
when he found her dead, 
and suspected that uni-

dentified persons had en-
tered the house, killed his 
m o t h e r  a n d  t a ke n  t h e 
ornaments.

Kitchipalayam police filed a 
case. Further investigation is 
under way.

Collector inspects rain-affected areas in Ooty
E XPR   E SS   N E WS   S E RVIC    E  @ Nilgiris

District Collector Lakshmi 
Bhavya Taneeru inspected sev-
eral rain-affected areas within 
Udhagamandalam municipali-
ty on Tuesday and reviewed the 
preparedness of  various de-
partments to deal with water-
logging and other rain-related 
issues.

Speaking to reporters, the 
collector said Udhagaman-
dalam town received 58mm of  
rain within two hours, result-
ing in water stagnation at sev-
eral locations, including the 
railway underpass, Mini Gar-
den in Ooty Boat House, Char-
ing Cross and Finger Post.

“Though rainwater accumu-
lated in these areas, it was 
cleared within a few hours once 
the rain subsided, except at the 
railway junction. The railway 
underpass is an old structure 
located in a bowl-shaped area 

where water tends to accumu-
late frequently. On Tuesday 
morning, Udhagamandalam 
municipality officials deployed 
a tanker to remove the stagnant 
water. The municipality is also 
taking steps to install a motor 
pump to drain the water. How-
ever, the pump can be operated 
only when there is no rainfall,” 
she said.

The collector said the munici-
pality had adequate equipment 
and manpower to undertake 
rescue and relief  operations in 
rain-affected areas. “The mu-
nicipality has two backhoe 
loaders, an excavator, a suction 
machine, two 2-HP dewatering 
motors and one 5-HP motor, two 
mobile generators and tree-cut-
ting equipment. Additional per-
sonnel have also been deployed 
to meet any emergency situa-
tion,” she said.

Regarding the inflow of  rain-
water into Ooty Lake, Taneeru 

said the water resources de-
partment (WRD) had undertak-
en dredging works at a cost of  
`7.5 crore over the past two 
years under the Special Area 
Development Programme 
(SADP).

“Work is currently under 
way for the second phase to re-
move water hyacinth at the 
Ooty Boat House at a cost of  
`2.5 crore. We are exploring a 
long-term solution to the prob-
lem, as water hyacinth grows 

rapidly in the lake and can cov-
er large areas within a month,” 
she said.

Taneeru appealed to resi-
dents and visitors to avoid trav-
elling through or visiting wa-
terlogged areas and urged 
people not to panic over the 
rainfall, assuring them that the 
district administration had 
taken necessary precautionary 
and emergency measures.

She also inspected the Mini 
Garden sewage pumping sta-
tion near the Ooty Boat House. 
Officials from various depart-
ments have been directed to 
identify locations prone to wa-
ter stagnation, following which 
proposals would be submitted 
to the state government for the 
construction of  additional 
drainage facilities.

The collector further advised 
residents to avoid stretches that 
have experienced flooding in 
the past.

Nilgiris District Collector Lakshmi Bhavya Taneeru inspecting one of the rain 
affected areas at railway junction in Ooty municipality on Tuesday |  express

Plastic waste piles up  
in Yercaud despite ban
Sne   h a  S i v a s h a n m u g a m  @ Salem

Plastic waste is becoming a 
growing environmental con-
cern in Yercaud, with resi-
dents and forest department 
officials warning that discard-
ed water bottles, food wrap-
pers, covers and plastic cutlery 
are piling up across the hill 
station despite the ban on sev-
eral single-use plastic items. 

The problem is particularly 
severe during weekends and 
holidays, when tourist footfall 
increases and the town gener-
ates nearly two tonnes of  waste 
a day, compared with around 
one tonne on regular days.

Yercaud attracts large 
numbers of  tourists 
throughout the year, 
particularly during 
w e e k e n d s  a n d 
holidays. 

Residents said the in-
creased use of  packaged 
drinking water, food packag-
ing and other plastic items has 
added significantly to the 
waste generated in the hill sta-
tion. Inadequate waste segre-
gation, limited collection fa-
cilities and poor enforcement 
of  the plastic ban have made it 
difficult to control the prob-
lem, they said.

Plastic waste is frequently 
found around Ondikadai, Boat 
House, Nagalur Road and Man-
jakuttai, residents said.

M Keerthana, a resident, 
said awareness campaigns and 
cleaning drives conducted by 
NGOs, organisations and edu-

cational institutions had not 
brought about a lasting change. 
“Awareness programmes and 
cleaning drives are being con-
ducted, but plastic continues 
to accumulate. 

The main problem is the lack 
of  proper enforcement and 
stringent checks. Though sin-
gle-use plastic is banned, many 
shops continue to provide plas-
tic items and they are still 
widely used,” she said.

Residents also said Yercaud 
lacked adequate facilities for 
recycling the plastic waste col-
lected from the hill station. As 
a result, much of  the plastic 

ends up at dumping points 
along with other waste 

instead of  being prop-
erly processed.

S Murali, an auto 
driver, said drinking 
water bottles were 

among the major sourc-
es of  plastic waste gener-

ated by tourists. 
“Like in Ooty, there should 

be strict enforcement. Plastic 
water bottles below five litres 
should not be allowed. Apart 
from food wrappers and cov-
ers, a large quantity of  waste 
comes from drinking water 
bottles and plastic cutlery used 
at restaurants and shops,” he 
said.

He said the situation be-
comes particularly difficult af-
ter weekends and long holi-
days, when large numbers of  
tourists visit Yercaud.

Read full story on  
newindianexpress.com

golden steps
Under the ‘Thaimaman Thanga Mothiram Thittam’ scheme, newborns delivered 

at government hospitals are presented with a one-gram gold ring. As part of the 
scheme, the footprints of babies whose have received the gold rings were being 

recorded in a register using ink |  k k sundar

Man sets wife on fire 
over dispute, arrested
Salem: A 45-year-old man was 
arrested and remanded in judicial 
custody for allegedly pouring 
petrol on his wife and setting her 
on fire following an argument at 
their house in Salem on Monday, 
The woman suffered 50% burn 
injuries and is currently undergoing 
treatment at the Salem 
Government Hospital. The accused 
was identified as Ibrahim (45) of 
Salem town, who works in 
Shevapet. He is married to Barjana 
(35). Police said Ibrahim is an 
alcoholic and frequently came 
home drunk, leading to frequent 
quarrels. A similar argument broke 
out between Ibrahim and Barjana 
after he returned home on Monday 
when Ibrahim allegedly poured 
petrol on Barjana and set her on 
fire.  ENS
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Plastic waste piled up at a garbage dumping site in Yercaud |  express
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2.  For Terms & Conditions, Application Form & Remuneration, Kindly see our website www.echs.gov.in. For additional details, 
please contact Station Headquarter (ECHS Cell), Sulur at telephone No. 0422-2683171 & email ID sanchar.5@gov.in. Also 
approach concerned ECHS Polyclinic for details. Preference will be given to the Ex-servicemen.

3.  Last Date of Receipt of Application as per format given at our website, Application as per requisite format along with 
self-attested photocopies of testimonials in support of Educational Qualifications and Work Experiences will be submitted to 
Officer-in-Charge, Station Headquarter (ECHS Cell), Air Force Station Sulur, Coimbatore - 641401 by 30 oct 26 in duplicate ,
Any application received after 30 Oct 26 will not be accepted.

4.  Interview Date, Timing & Venue, Candidate must reach Station Headquarter ECHS, Air Force Station Sulur, Coimbatore - 
641401 at 09:00 Hrs on 12 Nov 26 for the interview to be held between 10:00 to 15:00 Hrs. Candidates must bring all the 
original certificates / mark sheets / degree of 10th / Matric, 10+2 & Graduation / Post-Graduation, Diploma / Course, Work 
experience, Discharge Book, PPO, Service Record, PAN Card, 02 passport-size colour photographs at the time of interview, No 
TA/DA is admissible. Only candidates meeting the Qualitative Requirements may apply.

Appointment Minimum Qualification No. of Vac Fixed Remuneration

Officer-in-Charge, 
Polyclinic

(i) Graduate (Post reserved for retired defence officers only)
(ii) Minimum 05 years of work experience in Health Care 
Institutions or Managerial positions

01 95,000/- 

Medical Officer (i) MBBS 
(ii) Minimum 05 years of work experience after internship 01 95,000/- 

Dental Officer (i) BDS 
(ii) Minimum 05 years of work experience 01 95,000/-

Nursing Assistant (i) GNM diploma/Class 1 Nursing Assistants course (Armed 
Forces) (ii) Minimum 05 years of experience 01 36,500/- 

Clerk (i) Graduate/Class I Clerical Trade (Armed Forces) 
(ii) Minimum 05 years of experience 01 29,200/-

Driver
(i) Education – 8th class, Class I MT driver (Armed Forces), 
possession of civil driving licence
(ii) Minimum 05 years of work experience as driver

01 25,600/-

1. ECHS invites applications to engage following Medical, Para Medical and Non-Medical Staff on contractual basis in ECHS 
Polyclinic, Erode for a period of one year renewable for additional period of one year till attaining the maximum age, subject to 
performance of candidates/other conditions according to the criteria as mentioned against each post.

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

EX-SERVICEMEN CONTRIBUTORY HEALTH SCHEME
STATION HEAD QUARTER (ECHS CELL), SULUR 

Phone:0422-2683171,  E-mail: sanchar.5@gov.in  

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Medical Superintendent & Head of Department, AGMC & GBP Hospital, 
Agartala invites e-Tender from Original Equipment Manufacturers / 
Authorized Dealer for Procurement of Instruments under SASCI project 
for use in Department of PMR, Paediatric and Nephrology Agartala 
Government Medical College & GBP Hospital, Agartala subject to certain 
terms & conditions through E-Procurement website of Government of 
Tripura, https://tripuratenders.gov.in (NIT also should publish in AGMC 
website www.agmc.ac.in). The Tender fee (non-refundable) and - 
Earnest money (Refundable) are to be paid electronically over the online 
payment facility provided in the portal, any time before bid submission 
end date using either of the supported payment modes like net banking / 
debit card / credit card. Last date of submission is up to 20.10.2026
•  The other details related e-Tender can be seen and obtained from  

the website http://tripuratenders.gov.in
•  Corrigendum / Addendum, if any, will be published only on the above 

website.
                Sd/-
 Medical Superintendent (H.O.D.)
                                            AGMC & GBP Hospital, Agartala.ICA/C/2151/26


