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Neeru Dhanda 1st-ever...
It was overall a mixed day in

the track and field competi-
tions but India managed to end
it on a high thanks women’s
relay gold. 

However, it was nowhere
close to the high of six gold
medals that the track and field
campaign of the previous edi-
tion had yielded.

Nineteen-year-old high
jumper Pooja Singh looked 
in control for a while but even-
tually came third with a 1.84m
best effort, adding to the bronze
tally. The ever-reliable Gulveer
Singh completed a treble at the
Games, adding a 5000m bronze
to the silver medals he won in
the 10,000m and 1500m races.
Gulveer thus became only the
second Indian man to win three
track and field medals in a sin-
gle Asiad after Lavy Pinto’s gold
medals in 100m, and 200m and
silver in 4x100m relay during
the inaugural 1951 Games.

Later, the mixed 4x100m
relay team of Gurindervir

Singh, Sneha Sathyanarayna,
Animesh Kujur and Harita
Bhadra took the bronze with a
season’s best timing of 41.06sec.

The men’s 4x400 team of
Vishal TK, Dharamveer
Choudhary, Jay Kumar and T
Manu also ended the campaign
with a bronze medal, failing to
defend the gold won last time.
They clocked 3:01.61sec in the
race. Boxer Narender Berwal
signed off with a bronze after
bowing out in the +90kg semi-
finals in Asian Games.
Narender, however, went down
0-5 to reigning super-heavy-
weight world champion Aibek
Oralbay of Kazakhstan in the
last-four stage. The bronze is
Narender’s second at the Asian
Games after he also finished on
the podium in Hangzhou in
2023.

The 31-year-old relied heav-
ily on counter-punches, while
Oralbay kept pressing forward
and connected with a steady
stream of punches. 

EAM flags US lack of...
neighbour as part of a deliber-
ate, conscious policy over
many, many decades,”
Jaishankar said, making a ref-
erence to Pakistan.

“Now, if something which
matters so deeply to us, there
isn’t enough understanding or
appreciation or empathy of
that, I think that creates a prob-
lem too. That you know if... One
of my primary concerns is not
fully appreciated by my part-
ner, then clearly there is an
impact of that on the relation-
ship,” he said, referring to the
ties between India and the US.

Just months into the second
Trump administration in the
White House, the India-US rela-
tionship faced turbulence over
issues, including tariffs, trade,
Russian energy purchases by
Delhi as well as challenges
posed by Washington’s 

renewed engagement with
Pakistan. 
TRADE AGREEMENT CAN
CONTRIBUTE TO ‘BETTER’
INDIA-US TIES, SAYS
JAISHANKAR:A TRADE agree-
ment between India and the US,
if concluded, would contribute
to “better” bilateral ties,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said, noting that
expectations of rapid progress
in negotiations had been “test-
ed” against a much more com-
plex ground reality.

Jaishankar addressed promi-
nent members of the Indian-
American and diaspora com-
munity as well as policy experts
on Monday at a special con-
versation hosted by the Asia
Society, as the high-level week
of the 81st session of the UN
General Assembly concluded
in New York.

‘This is carnage’, says SC...

‘Make public complete data...

“If that patient is taking treat-
ment under a government
scheme, who reimburses? The
taxpayer does. So why not uni-
form criteria?

“DPCO says 16 per cent mar-
gin. Every medicine is covered
under the Essential
Commodities Act. We don’t
know why they are asked to fix
prices like this,” he said.

Justice Mehta further told
the solicitor general that if one
gets a pharmacist who is very
humane and says that he will
give the medicine to the needy
for Rs 2,700, then the patient
would start thinking whether
the drug is genuine or spuri-

ous. “The question is why this
10 times’ markup? Where does
this huge chunk of money go?
Who is benefiting from it?

“Ultimately, the loser is the
honest taxpayer. We will exam-
ine this issue thoroughly. This
affects a large section of the
society,” the bench said, adding
that first it is the pricing and
then the ethical practices of
medical practitioners.

Mehta added that pharma
companies are not the gainers
and it appears that the gainers
are the private hospitals.

“Let me have a meeting with
the officials. Give me two
weeks,” he submitted.

public the complete data
regarding every major change
made to the electoral rolls and
providing political parties with
the electoral rolls and relevant
data in a simple format and in
a timely manner.

Kharge also demanded an
independent and time-bound
inquiry wherever evidence of
serious discrepancies emerges.

That voters whose names
have been removed must be ful-
ly informed and given an
opportunity to appeal, and
there must be such trans-
parency in the critical data and
decisions related to the elec-
tion process so that no party
has grounds to claim that infor-
mation is being withheld, the
Congress chief said.

Most importantly, the voters
of India must have confidence
that their vote is secure, Kharge
said.“We do not view this issue
merely as a battle to win or lose
an election. Elections come
and go, and governments
change, but democracy and the
Constitution are enduring. This
is the foundation of Indian
democracy. We must convey to
every citizen that in a democ-

racy, the most powerful person
is the ordinary voter -- not the
Prime Minister, the Chief
Minister, or a leader in power,”
he said. 

The CWC meeting, chaired
by Kharge, is being attended by
former party chiefs Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi, par-
ty general secretaries Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, Jairam Ramesh,
KC Venugopal, Sachin Pilot,
Mukul Wasnik, and senior lead-
ers P Chidambaram, among
others, attended the meeting.

EVM, VOTERS’ LIST
‘MATCH-FIXING’ GOING ON:
RAHUL LEADER of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi told the Congress
Working Committee on
Tuesday that EVM and voters’
list “match-fixing” of polls was
underway in the country and
asserted that his party should
not budge from the path of
“virodh” (opposing) as well as
“pratirodh” (resistance) from
streets to Parliament, sources
said.Speaking during CWC
meeting here at Indira Bhawan,
Gandhi also said that revela-
tions about the EC were now
coming out in the open because
of the Congress.

SC to hear next week plea...
Senior advocate Vikas Singh,

who mentioned the matter, told
the bench that as per the statu-
tory scheme, decisions of the
multi-member Election
Commission have to be unan-
imous or by majority.

“The way the Election
Commission is functioning,
there is serious doubt over
whether the decisions are
unanimous,” he submitted.

“We will list this next week”,
the CJI said.

The PIL, filed by Patna resi-
dent Rakesh Kumar Singh, has
urged the top court to deter-
mine whether CEC has been
exercising powers that legally
belong to the Election
Commission as a whole, and,
if so, to declare those actions
unauthorised and take appro-
priate legal action.

LUCKNOW, Sept 29 (PTI)

THE Allahabad High Court on Tuesday
ruled that restaurants, cafes and oth-
er public places cannot serve hookah
to customers even in designated smok-
ing areas, holding that such activity is
prohibited under relevant tobacco
product and smoking regulations. 

A Lucknow Bench of Justices Shekhar
B Saraf and A K Chaudhary dismissed
the main petition concerning the oper-
ation of hookah bars along with all
connected petitions. 

The petitioners had earlier sought 
permission for restaurants holding
valid food establishment licences to
serve hookah in designated smoking
areas and had also sought protection
from police interference in their
business.

The court held that a designated
smoking area is only a limited excep-
tion to the prohibition on smoking in

public places and does not permit any
service to be provided there under the
Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products
Act, 2003 (COTPA) and the Prohibition
of Smoking in Public Places Rules, 2008.

It noted that following the 2017
amendment to the rules, the expres-
sion any other service was replaced with
any service.

This makes it clear that preparing a
hookah, filling it with tobacco, placing
coal on it, delivering it to a customer
or replacing the coal would all amount
to providing a service, the court said.

The petitioners had pleaded that if
a ready-to-use hookah was handed
over to a customer who then operat-
ed it himself, the activity should be
treated as renting out an apparatus
rather than providing a service.

The bench rejected this plea, observ-
ing that the element of service is inher-
ent in the preparation and operation
of a hookah.

Hookah cannot be served
even in designated smoking
areas, says Allahabad HC

MUMBAI, Sept 29 (PTI) 

THE Maharashtra Government will
accommodate returning
Agniveers, who have completed
their four-year military tenure, in
police and other State Government
forces, with exemptions from fresh
examinations and training, Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis said
on Tuesday. Fadnavis said the first

batch of Agniveers was now com-
pleting its tenure and returning
from the Armed Forces. 
“The Centre has stipulated that 25
per cent of Agniveers would con-
tinue in the Armed Forces, while
the remaining 75 per cent should
be absorbed in various forces of
the Central and State
Governments,” he told reporters
after the weekly Cabinet meeting.

“Maharashtra has decided that
Agniveers (not retained in Armed
Forces) will be accommodated in
police and similar posts available
in the State Government forces,”
Fadnavis said.

Under the 2022 Agnipath
scheme, the Centre will retain 25
per cent of Agniveers in the Armed
Forces, while the remaining 75 per
cent will be released from service.

Mah to absorb ex-Agniveers in
police, other forces: Fadnavis

NEW DELHI/BARPETA, Sept 29 (PTI)

THE National Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Tuesday arrested 13 accused
for alleged involvement in a terror con-
spiracy orchestrated by an offshoot of
the proscribed Jama’atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) terrorist organisa-
tion, aimed at radicalising youth and
furthering extremism in West Bengal
and Northeastern States.
The arrests came following searches at
16 locations across Assam, West Bengal
and Keralam during which digital
devices, including mobile phones, pen
drives and memory cards, were seized
from their possession.

Of the 13 accused, eight were arrest-
ed from Assam, four from West Bengal
and one from Keralam, they said. In
Assam, six were held from the State’s
Barpeta district. They were identified

as Faruk Abdullah, Zakir Hussain and
Chandbar Ali from Sorbhog, Mustafizur
Rahman from Barpeta Road, Yakub Ali
from Nishuka and Rakibul Islam from
Jashihatipara village of Howly, the offi-
cials said. 

The case originates from the arrest of
11 accused persons by Assam Police on
28th December 2025, from various dis-
tricts of Assam, West Bengal and Tripura.
A case was initially registered by the local
police on 30th December 2025 against
35 accused for an online radicalisation
module operated through the “Purva
Akash” Telegram group by Bangladesh
based handlers of Imam Mahmuder
Kafila (IMK), a manifestation of JMB, a
statement issued by the NIA said. These
11 accused were chargesheeted on 25th
June 2026 and remain in judicial cus-
tody.The NIA subsequently took over
the case and filed a chargesheet.

NIA arrests 13 men in WB,
Assam for ‘jihadi’ activities

KOHIMA, Sept 29 (PTI)

A TELANGANA youth has scaled
Nagaland’s highest peak, the 3,841-
metre Mount Saramati, thereby com-
pleting the Seven-Sister chapter of his
endeavour to plant the National Flag
atop the highest point of all States and
Union Territories of India.

By summiting the highest Nagaland
peak on September 20, Bhukya
Yashwanth of the Telangana’s
Mahabubabad district has taken the
Tricolour to the highest points of 11
States so far. He had previously cov-
ered Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Tripura,
Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and
Goa.

Yaswanth said he embarked on the
mission out of a passion for moun-
taineering and an ambition to docu-
ment the highest points of all 28 States,
rather than limiting his expeditions to
well-known high-altitude peaks.

“While preparing for the Seven
Summits, I realised that no one had doc-
umented a journey to the highest points
of all States. So, I decided to take up
this mission,” he said.

Seven Summits are the highest moun-
tains on each of the seven traditional
continents.

Inspired by the Centre’s ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign, Yaswanth carries the
National Flag to the highest points of
each State while documenting its land-
scape, people and distinctive charac-
ter.

His experience extends beyond the
State-peak challenge.

He has undertaken major expedi-
tions in India, climbing Mount
Gorichen in Arunachal Pradesh, Mount
Reo Purgyil in Himachal Pradesh and
Kang Yatse II in Ladakh. His moun-
taineering journey has also taken him

to Mount Elbrus in Russia and Mount
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania.

“Every mountain is unique in its own
way. It is not only about the height,” he
said. Before arriving in Nagaland, he
completed a high-altitude expedition
in Ladakh above 6,000 metres. “But
Mount Saramati offered a different kind
of challenge,” he said.

Begining the expedition from
Shillong and proceeding to Thanamir,
the gateway to Saramati, the climb took
about three days through forests, steep
gradients and slippery stretches.
Around 10 to 12 people were involved
in the expedition, including an Assam
Rifles officer.

“The terrain was steep and slippery.
We had to stay alert and careful on
every step of the way,” Yashwanth said.
While weather was a matter of concern,
rain stopped during the summit push
and resumed only after the team
returned to camp.

Telangana man scales Nagaland
mountain to cover 11 States

Bhukya Yashwanth, a youth from
Telangana, holds the Indian national
flag atop Mount Saramati (3,841
metres), the highest peak in
Nagaland, in Kiphire district.
Completing his expedition as part of
the ‘Har Shikhar Par Tiranga’ mission,
Yashwanth has successfully 
summited the highest peaks across
11 Indian States so far. (PTI)


