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Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar: Ajinkya Shinde (35), a
computer engineering gra-
duate from Maharashtra’s
Dharashiv district, has emer-
ged as the face of  Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) protest at
Jantar Mantar after Delhi Po-
lice detained the outfit’s foun-
der Abhijeet Dipke and co-
convenors Saurabh Das and
Ashutosh Ranka shortly af-
ter they landed in the natio-
nal capital Saturday.

The trio had travelled
from Bengaluru, where they
had staged a protest against
chief  election commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar, before fly-
ing to the national capital.
Soon after the detention,
Dipke released a video mes-
sage announcing that Shin-
de would lead the party’s pro-
test in Delhi.

According to sources,
Shinde had reached Delhi

three days earlier as part of  a
planned strategy, allowing
him to avoid police scrutiny
and remain available to spe-
arhead the demonstration if
required.

Shinde moved into the ho-
spitality sector after his gra-
duation and is currently ba-
sed in Alibag in Raigad dis-
trict. People close to him said
he shared a long political as-
sociation with Dipke dating
back to their time in Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP). They
hail from neighbouring dis-
tricts in Marathwada and be-
came close while working
with AAP’s organisational
network in Delhi. When Dip-
ke launched CJP, Shinde joi-
ned him and steadily became
part of  its core team.

Shinde’s social media
profiles carry several posts
backing AAP. In one post
from 2024, he is identified as
Maharashtra convener of
the party’s youth wing.
“Shinde quit a job with an in-
ternational IT firm to beco-
me a full-time AAP volunte-
er. In 2016, he spent nearly a
year in Goa working on
AAP’s assembly election
campaign. He was also credi-
ted with helping organise
AAP’s Kisan Sammelan in
Maharashtra in 2017,” an as-
sociate said.

Originally from Dharas-
hiv district’s Mulaj village,
Shinde lost his father, Pandu-
rang, at a young age and sub-

sequently moved to Latur
with his mother, Tulja, and el-
der brother, Amar (MBBS
graduate). He completed his
schooling and college educa-
tion in Latur before pursuing
computer engineering.

Shinde also maintained
close ties with Ujani village
in Latur district, where his
maternal uncle Narayan
Lokhande, a former Cong-
ress-affiliated zilla parishad
member, resides.

Friends described crick-
et as Shinde’s favourite pas-
time and said his political ac-
tivities were concentrated in
Latur region, where he parti-
cipated in public movements
and election campaigns.

Police records in Latur
mention a 2020 case against
Shinde for alleged violation
of  prohibitory orders. 

There are also reports of
another FIR against him in
Mumbai’s Dadar area, altho-
ugh that could not be inde-
pendently verified.

Ex-AAP volunteer emerges as
face of CJP agitation in Delhi

AT THE HELM: Ajinkya Shinde
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New Delhi: Supreme Court
has decided to hold a hearing
on Sunday on two contempt pe-
titions filed against alleged
violation of  its order on not
imposing complete shutdown
in Delhi during protest aga-
inst Chief  Election Commis-
sioner called by Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP). A bench of
Justices Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana will he-
ar the petitions filed by apex
court advocate Shailendra
Mani Tripathi and senior la-
wyer Menaka Guriswamy.

Alleging that govt authori-
ties did not follow SC direction
not to impose a complete shut-
down of  public transport on
the day of  protests in Delhi by
CJP, Tripathi in his contempt
petition sought proceedings
against against Union home
secretary Govind Mohan, Del-
hi police commissioner Anu-
rag Kumar and Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC) cha-
irperson D Thara for alleged
wilful disobedience of  the co-
urt’s directions. He said despi-
te the order, DMRC announced
the closure from 9pm on Oct 9
until 6pm on Oct10. 

SC to take up
contempt plea
today on Delhi
Metro closures

New Delhi: The protest
meant to take the city “hos-
tage” turned out to be a “flop
show”, BJP said Saturday,
accusing Lok Sabha Leader
of  Opposition Rahul Gandhi
of  spreading anarchy in ca-
hoots with foreign powers,
likening him to Mir Jafar.

It was a victory of  democ-
racy over “mob rule”, BJP’s
Sambit Patra said, as hun-
dreds of  youths and several
politicians who headed to
Jantar Mantar were de-
tained by Delhi Police.

Senior BJP members Ra-
vi Shankar Prasad, on the
other hand, alleged that the
CJP had called the protest to
do “shadow boxing” for the
AAP but the Indian democ-
racy destroyed their “quest
for anarchy”. 

Addressing a press con-
ference at the party head-
quarters here, Patra called
Gandhi a “nalayak” leader,
condemning his Friday re-
marks that President Drou-
padi Murmu did not deny
the INDIA bloc’s “vote cho-

ri” allegation at a meeting.
Rahul Gandhi with his

“baseless” remarks after
meeting with President
Murmu on Friday proved
that he is not competent to
hold the position of  the lead-
er of  opposition in Lok Sab-
ha, Patra charged.

“What is happening at
Jantar Mantar and what is
being shown on TV and
across various social media
handles does not represent
the true story of  India. India
is peaceful, and India is mov-
ing forward with good gov-
ernance,” Patra said He al-
leged an attempt to hold the
capital and whole of  India
hostage through the protests.
“There were attempts to in-
cite violence, physical alter-
cations, and street battles
here. It remained a flop show. 

“Democracy triumphed
over mobocracy. Given the
way democracy has asserted
itself  in Delhi today, I wish to
reiterate that the anarchists
failed, and their show
flopped,” he said . PTI

Democracy triumphed
over mobocracy, says BJP
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Internet restrictions and
arrests during Cockroach
Janta Party-led anti-SIR

protests in New Delhi trigge-
red sharp political reactions
Saturday, as J&K CM Omar
Abdullah said the “Kashmir
model” had reached the capi-
tal, PDP chief  Mehbooba
Mufti called the restrictions
a reminder of  Kashmir’s 2019
lockdown, and CPM descri-
bed the atmosphere as “akin
to the Emergency”.

Omar said the “Kashmir
model has been exported to
Delhi.” Deputy CM Surinder
Choudhary questioned whet-
her the situation was any less
serious than during the Emer-
gency. Former CM Mehbooba
Mufti called the crackdown “a
chilling reminder of  Kashmir
after the unconstitutional”
abrogation of  Article 370.

In Punjab, CM Bhagwant
Mann slammed Union govt
over the detentions. “Where
is democracy? Around 80,000
to 90,000 security personnel

have been deployed. It is only
short of  deploying Army to
stop them. They are students,
they are unarmed. They have
come for the sake democracy
so that their votes are not de-
leted... if  Gen-Z is coming for-
ward, they should be allowed.
Why is Centre scared of  Jan-
tar Mantar now?” he said.

In Chennai, DMK presi-
dent and former Tamil Nadu
CM MK Stalin condemned
the detention of  politicians
and students protesting aga-
inst SIR, while Kumar conti-
nued to enjoy Z+ security. 

In Keralam, CPM condem-
ned the detentions as creating
an atmosphere “akin to the
Emergency” and accused Del-
hi police of  acting like “RSS-
BJP goons”. Congress’s KC Ve-
nugopal accused PM Modi and
Union home minister Amit
Shah of  protecting Kumar at
political cost. He announced a
large INDIA bloc protest in the
capital Monday.
(Inputs from Srinagar, Thiru-
vananthapuram, Chennai,
Mohali)

‘Like Kashmir model and
Emergency’: Oppn leaders

Mumbai: Police Saturday de-
tained around 600 people, in-
cluding actor Imran Khan, ac-
tivist Tushar Gandhi and
CPM workers, from various
locations in Mumbai for pro-
testing without permission in
solidarity with the CJP‘s dem-
onstration in New Delhi.

Several protesters com-
plained of  manhandling by
the police. The demonstra-
tions were held at the August
Kranti Maidan, Hutatma

gust Kranti Maidan in south
Mumbai. “Apparently, I am go-
ing for a drive,” the actor post-
ed on a social media platform
from a police van.

A video later surfaced
which showed Khan respon-
ding to a reporter’s query,
while he was being forced into
the police vehicle, about his
participation in the protest. “I
have no demands. I am not
part of  any organisation,” the
actor said. PTI

mission, and around 200 of
them were detained for pro-
testing, a police official said.
“Overall, around 600 people
were detained from various
spots across the city,” the offi-
cial said.

One of  the protesters, Ru-
baid Bhojani, alleged that the
police took the protesters into
custody “very brutally”.

Actor Imran Khan was
among the protesters de-
tained by the police at the Au-

Chowk and other locations in
the metropolis. At Hutatma
Chowk in south Mumbai, sev-
eral workers of  the Prakash
Ambedkar-led Vanchit Bahu-
jan Aghadi (VBA) held a pro-
test. Hundreds of  people, in-
cluding those belonging to
Tushar Gandhi-led ‘Hum
Bharat Ke Log’ organisation,
and activists of  the Commu-
nist Party of  India (Marxist)
assembled at the August
Kranti Maidan without per-

Tushar Gandhi among 600 detained in Mumbai
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Ajinkya, A Computer Engineering Grad, Quit IT Job To Work For AAP


