
THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI / MEERUT
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 202618 TIMES SPORT

New Delhi: Pakistan have withdrawn
from the men’s Asian Champions Trophy
(ACT) scheduled to be held from Oct 27 to
Nov 5 in Jalandhar and Mohali. Bangladesh
have been named as their replacement for
the six-team tournament. The Asian
Hockey Federation (AHF) announced the
full schedule on Friday, confirming an
India-Bangladesh clash on the opening
day. Pakistan’s participation remained
uncertain as the Pakistan Hockey Federa-
tion (PHF) awaited its govt’s clearance for
the India tour. The PHF had requested a
neutral venue from tournament organi-
sers, but Hockey India (HI) rejected the
proposal.

Nitin stuns Sureshkumar to make
Fenesta Open final: Nitin Kumar Sinha
defeated top seed Manish Sureshkumar
6-7, 6-3, 6-1 to reach the Fenesta Open
men’s singles final against Maan Keshar-
wani on Friday in New Delhi. Vaidehee
Chaudhari and Shruti Ahlawat advanced to
the women’s final. 

Shubhankar in lead at Kapil Dev
Invitational golf: Shubhankar Sharma
returned an even-par 72 to retain a two-
shot lead after the third round of the Rs 2
crore Kapil Dev Invitational Tour Cham-
pionship at the Jaypee Greens Golf & Spa
Resort in Greater Noida on Friday.

Zheng storms into China Open semi-
finals: Zheng Qinwen pulled out some of
her best tennis to beat Ukraine’s Elina
Svitolina 6-3, 7-6 (8/6) at the China Open
on Friday and storm into the semifinals.

Swiss captain Xhaka gets suspen-
ded fine for fake Covid certificate:
Switzerland captain Granit Xhaka has
been fined 150,000 Swiss francs after
admitting using a forged Covid vaccine
certificate during the Pandemic, when he
played for Arsenal. He will not have to pay
the fine, though, provided he commits no
further offences during a two-year pro-
bationary period.

Endurance fancied in Pune races:
Endurance should win the Suresh Mahind-
ra Trophy at the Pune races on Saturday.
Selections; 1st race: Touch of Mystic 1,
Neutron 2, Royal Champ 3. 6th race: Foxy 1,
Darcy 2, Azure 3. 7th race: Endurance 1,
Golden Dancer 2, Winfield 3. TNN/AGENCIES

CRICKET: South Africa vs Australia 1st
Test, Day 3, 1 pm (Fancode); Afghanistan
vs Bangladesh, One-off Test, Day 3, 11.30
am (Fancode); FOOTBALL: EPL, Arsenal
vs Leeds, 5 pm; Chelsea vs Bournemouth
7.30 pm; Man United vs Tottenham, 10 pm
(Star Sports, JioHotstar); La Liga, 5.30 pm;
TENNIS: Shanghai Masters, 1.30 pm
(Fancode); F1: Singapore GP, Main Race,
5.30 pm (Fancode).
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BENGALURU KEEN TO 
END TROPHY DROUGHT

Biju.BabuCyriac@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: With Bengaluru FC focusing 
on improving the quality of  their foreign 
recruits in the new season, the focus will 
be on the new reinforcements, including 
Spanish midfielder Borja Martinez and 
Montenegro striker Mihailo Perovic, to 
deliver the goods as BFC chase their first 
title triumph since 2018-19.

Perovic, who scored six goals last sea-
son for Persebaya Surabaya in the Indo-
nesian Super League, will be the key to 
coach Pep Munoz’s plans. First up will be 
SC Delhi at the Sree Kanteerava Stadium 
on Saturday.

“We had a two-month long  pre-season 
and the squad is ready.  Saturday is the 
day we want to implement our plans on 
the pitch, especially here at home with 
our supporters, so it will be a fantastic 
and exciting game for us,” Munoz told 
reporters here. The Spaniard also said the 
visitors will put up a tough fight.

Clubs take the 
reins as ISL 

season returns

Sabi.Hussain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: When Rohit Yadav stepped 
onto the field in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, 
for the Asian Games javelin final, he car-
ried more than a piece of  sporting equip-
ment. In his hand was a signed javelin 
belonging to Olympic and world cham-
pion Neeraj Chopra — a quiet gesture 
of  support that would accompany him 
to an international podium.

The story began in June, when Ya-
dav struck gold at the 
National Inter State 
Senior Athletics Cham-
pionships in Bhubaneswar with a per-
sonal best of  87.05m. Upon returning to 
his training base in NIS Patiala, he 
discovered that his preferred javelin 
had bent, apparently during air transit 
in its protective PVC tube in the air-
craft’s cargo hold.

Yadav subsequently competed at the 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow with 
a borrowed implement, finishing sev-
enth with 81.56m in cold, windy condi-

tions. With the Asian Games approach-
ing, he faced the prospect of  competing 
without his trusted javelin.

“For the Asian Games, I didn’t have 
my own javelin. My preferred one was 
damaged and had bent. While coming to 
Delhi from Patiala for the Indian Athlet-
ics Final Series on Sept 10, I spoke to 
Neeraj bhai,” Yadav told TOI.

“We have been in regular touch. I 
knew he had returned to India for reha-
bilitation. I told him I didn’t have a jave-

lin of  my own for the Asian 
Games. He immediately 
came to my rescue and sent 

me one of  his signed javelins through a 
private taxi service to the Jawaharlal 
Nehru (JLN) stadium,” he added.

Chopra had withdrawn from the re-
mainder of  the season, including the 
Asian Games, to recover from an ankle 
ligament injury. His absence left India 
without its two-time defending cham-
pion, but his gesture ensured that a fel-
low Indian thrower had the equipment 
he needed. There was, however, a catch. 

Yadav could not use the javelin in 
Delhi because it had not been registered 
with the Technical Information Centre 
(TIC) for inspection. He borrowed an-
other registered implement for the 
event, then carefully packed Chopra’s 
gift for Japan. “At the Asian Games, I 
registered two javelins with the TIC. But 
I used the one Neeraj bhai gave me. I had 
a good grip and hold over it, and with 
that javelin I made the winning throw 
to secure bronze with 84.35m,” he said.

“I will remain thankful to Neeraj 
bhai. I have kept that javelin with me and 
will use it in future competitions as well.”

After his competition, Rohit listened 
to Chopra’s congratulatory voice mes-
sage. “He told me to enjoy the win and 
savour my first big international medal. 
He said that when he returns fully fit, 
we will compete together, and that I have 
a long way to go.” 

Back home in Uttar Pradesh’s Jaun-
pur, Yadav is taking the off-season to 
spend time with family until Diwali.  “I 
want to earn a Diamond League entry, 
compete internationally and qualify for 
the World Championships next year. The 
ultimate target remains the Los Angeles 
Olympics,” he added.

Sabi.Hussain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: For years, South Korea’s 
dominance in recurve archery was 
taken for granted. Kumkum Mohod had 
heard enough. At 17, the teenager from 
Maharashtra’s Amravati did not want 
to be intimidated by reputation; she 
rewrote the record books by winning an 
individual gold at the Asian Games in 
Aichi-Nagoya instead, finishing with 
two gold and one silver medal.

“Everyone keeps talking about Ko-
rea. But they also have to shoot a 10, and 
I have to shoot a 10. So why think about 
who is standing opposite me? I just have 
to focus on my shot and give my best,” 
Kumkum said on Friday.

Her defiance translated into history 
in Japan. She became the first Indian 
woman to win individual recurve gold 
at the Asian Games, overcoming South 
Korea’s Oh Yejin in a nerve-racking fi-
nal that went into a shoot-off  at 5-5. 

When it mattered most, the Indian 
teenager struck a perfect 10. Her oppo-
nent managed an eight. The individual 
triumph followed gold in the women’s 
team event, alongside Ankita Bhakat 
and Kirti, ending South Korea’s remark-
able run of  seven consecutive Asian 
Games titles. Kumkum also claimed 
mixed team silver with Dhiraj Bom-

madevara, completing a three-medal 
debut that announced her arrival on the 
continental stage.

“Everyone thought Koreans were 
unbeatable, which is why this gold is so 
important,” she said during an interac-
tion facilitated by Sports Authority of  
India (SAI). Yet, for all the composure 
she displayed under pressure, Kumkum 
knows her craft remains a work in pro-
gress. Even after the biggest victory of  
her young career, her hand can still 
tremble while releasing the arrow. Tech-
nical refinement, physical strength and 
mental conditioning remain priorities.

“I need to improve on technical as-
pects and work on my strength. I also 
want to become mentally stronger,” she 
said. That composure was tested in the 
shoot-off, when her heartbeat raced. 
Breathing exercises, self-motivation 
and visualising the perfect shot, how-
ever, helped her settle the nerves.

Kumkum sets sights on LA
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Mumbai: Manolo Marquez has spent 
enough time in Indian football to know 
that ideal preparation conditions ahead 
of  a new domestic season simply don’t 
exist. Having recently taken over the 
reins at Mumbai City from Petr Kratky, 
the Spanish coach has had to man-
age a large chunk of  pre-season 
preparations without the luxu-
ry of  a full squad at his dis-
posal. The long FIFA interna-
tional break didn’t help. 

As he addressed reporters 
on Friday ahead of  City’s Indian 
Super League opener away to 
Churchill Brothers, Marquez did point 
out the challenge was not his alone. 

But as the ISL enters a new club-led 
era, the former FC Goa and Indian na-
tional team boss said, in a firm message 
to the authorities, that there was a way 
to help coaches better prepare their 
teams: Finalise the fixtures earlier.

“Most teams are in the same situa-
tion except some who played the Du-
rand Cup very early. Then East Bengal 
is playing the Asian competition,” Mar-
quez said. “But most of  the teams, like 

SC Delhi, Bengaluru too, are doing a 
very long pre-season, so half  of  the 
teams are in a similar situation. 

“This is not a excuse but there is one 
thing that you say that is very, very im-
portant and maybe Indian football 
should start doing this, is to make the 
fixture earlier,” he added. “Maybe it 

would be good if  we know already 
everything about the 2026-27 sea-

son. Even when we will start, I 
don’t know if  it will be the Su-
per Cup, or Federation Cup, I 
don’t know the name, but if  you 

know everything, you can pre-
pare everything.” 
Don’t try telling the tactician 

from Barcelona, who led Hyderabad FC 
to the ISL title in the 2021-22 season, that 
some things just can’t be done in India. 
Marquez isn’t buying it. “The excuse 
that, ‘No, India is like this, this is the 
country, we cannot organize nothing’. 
For me, this is not true. You can organ-
ize if  you know the exact days when you 
will start one competition,” Marquez 
said, as he recalled how I-League (now 
Indian Football League) teams were fed 
different starting dates for the competi-
tion a couple of  seasons ago.

Important to make fixtures 
known earlier, says Marquez

Marcus.Mergulhao@timesofindia.com

Panaji: From a league that kicked off, 
amid much uncertainty, four months 
behind schedule last season, the start 
of  the Indian Super League (ISL) on 
Saturday feels like a new beginning. 
There will be home and away games, 
most matches will be on weekends, spon-
sors are back and for the first time, the 
fate of  the top-tier football league is in 
the hands of  the biggest stakeholders.

The clubs have come together 
through a special purpose vehicle (SPV) 
to buy the commercial rights. In the 13-
year history of  ISL and 30 years since 
the Cups made way for a semi-profes-
sional National Football League (NFL), 
this is a significant first.

All this at a time when clubs have 
gone through turbulent times.

Till three days ago, Inter Kashi FC 
did not have a single player registered 
with them; their home venue was also 
in a state of  flux. Waiting for ownership 
to change hands, Kerala Blasters had 
also not started training. Jamshedpur 
FC shut shop and Churchill Brothers 
bought their license in a historic trans-
fer. Still, everyone’s looking at the top 
tier league with renewed hope.

Defending champions East Bengal 
and Mohun Bagan SG will start over-
whelming favourites to finish on top and 
pocket the lone continental spot. At a 
time when others have cut cost, the Kol-
kata giants have spent the most on 
strengthening their squads. Not surpris-
ingly, they took turns in winning the two 
pre-season tournaments: Durand Cup 
and IFA Shield.
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JAVELIN BRONZEJAVELIN BRONZE
Having Lost His Sporting Equipment In Transit, 
Yadav Got One Delivered From Chopra Instead
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TENDER NOTICE
The Information & Public Relations Department, Gov-
ernment of Kerala, invites tenders for the supply of of-
fice furniture, office supplies and jute bags; security and
cleaning staff and event management services; and
hiring of vehicles for the transportation of officials to
the Kerala Pavilion at the India International Trade Fair
2026, New Delhi.
Last date for submission of tenders: 16 October
2026, up to 5:00 PM.
For details, visit: www.prd.kerala.gov.in
Phone: 011-23360349

RO No.: 179/F4/2026-I&PRD

KERALA MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD
(DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE, GOVT. OF KERALA)
Head Office : Thycaud, Thiruvananthapuram-14,
(Telephone No. 0471-2337353, FAX No. 0471-3045647),
E-mail : edrugs.kmscl@kerala.gov.in,
website : www.kmscl.kerala.gov.in, CIN No. U24233KL2007SGC021616

No.KMSCL/ED/15/2026 Date: 08.10.2026

Tender documents can be downloaded from the website
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in.

E-TENDERNOTICE
Online bids are invited for the procurement of Anti Haemophilia
Drugs vide e-tender no KMSCL/ED/HEAM/RC/2026/025
dtd. 08.10.2026 for Department of Health & Family Welfare,
Govt. of Kerala.

(S/d-) MANAGINGDIRECTOR (Tender InvitingAuthority)

Name of ItemSl.
No.

1.

Last Date & time
of Uploading of

tender

Date & time of
TechnicalBid
opening

22.10.2026
5.00 pm.

24.10.2026
11.00 am.

Human Anti Haemophilic factor
IX 500 IU / 600 IU


