
Dehradun: Setting aside a
special court (Pocso) order
which had shut the oppor-
tunity of  a blind accused to
cross-examine a prosecu-
tion witness, Uttarakhand
HC held that “access to evi-
dence in an accessible for-
mat is directly linked to the
right to a fair trial”.

Justice Alok Mahra,
while allowing the criminal
revision filed by the accu-
sed against the state, obser-
ved the trial court ought to
have ensured compliance
with HC’s earlier directions
before closing the accused’s
right to cross-examine. The
court said that furnishing
materials in an accessible
form is “not a mere proce-
dural formality”, but con-
nected with the accused’s
right to understand the evi-
dence against him and par-
ticipate in his defence.

The revision arose from
a Sept 9 order, passed by the
special (Pocso) court, Dehra-
dun. By that order, the lower
court had closed the accu-
sed’s opportunity to cross-
examine PW-1 (witness).

Accused’s counsel sub-
mitted that the matter had
earlier reached a division
bench in a criminal appeal
against his conviction. HC
on June 18, 2025, had allowed
the appeal, set aside the con-
viction and directed a re-tri-
al. While doing so, it had ta-
ken note that the accused is

“complete-
ly blind”
and held
that the
mandate of
section 12
(4) (a), (b)

and (c) of  Rights of  Persons
with Disabilities Act, 2016
had to be complied with.

According to the revisio-
nist, after remand, PW-1’s
examination-in-chief  was
recorded. Accused then so-
ught a copy of  that testimo-
ny in Braille so that he could
understand it and instruct
his counsel for cross-exami-
nation. Trial court declined
that request. It noted that
the statement of  PW-1 recor-
ded under CrPC 161 had alre-
ady been supplied in Braille
and then closed the cross-
examination opportunity.

State opposed the revi-
sion, submitting that the
trial court had proceeded
in accordance with law. Ho-
wever, HC held the contro-
versy had to be examined
in light of  the division
bench’s earlier judgment.

HC while setting aside
the Sept 9 order, directed the
trial court on Tuesday to
provide the accused a Brail-
le copy of  PW-1’s examina-
tion-in-chief. It directed that
statements and evidence of
other prosecution witnes-
ses recorded during re-trial
must also be made available
in an accessible form. The
court clarified it had expres-
sed no opinion on the merits
of  the prosecution case.
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Dehradun: Uttarakhand HC has refused to inter-
fere with a revisional court order that set aside the
summoning of  two public servants accused in a
complaint arising from an anti-encroachment ope-
ration at Haldwani, Nainital. Holding that the alle-
ged case occurred while the officials were acting in
pursuance of  HC directions in a PIL, the court dis-
missed the application filed by Arshad Ayyub.

Justice Siddhartha Sah on Thursday held the
sessions judge had passed a “well-considered, de-
tailed and proper order” and that no interference
was required. The court observed that the alleged
act of  SSP and DFO had occurred in the exercise
of  duties entrusted to them, attracting the protec-
tion available to public servants under CrPC 197.

The applicant had challenged the order of  Nov
24, 2017, passed by district and sessions judge, Nai-
nital. That order had allowed the revision filed by
IFS Nitish Mani Tripathi and others and set aside
the judicial magistrate’s order dated Aug 10, 2017.

The applicant alleged that on Jan 16, 2017, he
was beaten and attacked with a lathi by govt ser-
vants, causing serious injuries and a fractured
leg. He claimed that despite informing cops and
later the SSP, no action was taken. HC noted that
the respondents had been deployed, along with 245
officers and employees, during proceedings for re-
moval of  illegal encroachments pursuant to earli-
er HC orders in WPPIL of  2013. Pankul Sharma

‘Duty shield applies to
encroachment removal

ordered by court’

Dehradun: Uttarakhand HC on Friday directed US
Nagar district magistrate, Bazpur municipal council
and state govt to apprise it by Monday of the
situation arising from the accumulation of garbage
in several wards following a 14-day strike by

sanitation workers demanding regularisation of
their services and other benefits. 
A division bench of acting Chief Justice Manoj
Kumar Tiwari and Justice Pankaj Purohit was
hearing a petition filed by a resident, seeking

directions to the municipal council to ensure daily
sanitation and address the workers’ demands
within a reasonable time to prevent public
inconvenience. Petitioners said that the
accumulation of garbage has caused
inconvenience to residents and triggered
respiratory problems in some areas.

The municipal council told the court that it had
repeatedly asked the workers to release vehicles so
that cleaning operations could resume. However, it
lacked the authority to fulfil their demands, which
could only be addressed by state govt, and that it
had advised workers to submit a representation to
state govt, the council said. Pankul Sharma

HC seeks state’s response on sanitation workers’ strike in Bazpur
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Agra: Aligarh district consumer disputes red-
ressal commission has found an iPhone defective
after it burst inside its owner’s pocket and injured
his thumb, and directed the opposite parties to
either replace the handset or refund the purchase
price of  Rs 29,500 with 10% annual interest.

The commission also ordered payment of  Rs
36,139 towards medical expenses and Rs 5,000 as liti-
gation costs. It held that the handset was defective
and directed that relief  be provided within 45 days.
Non-compliance could lead to action under Section
72 of  Consumer Protection Act, 2019. Mohd Dilshad

Panel orders refund
after iPhone bursts

INSTITUTE OF HUMAN BEHAVIOUR &
ALLIED SCIENCES (IHBAS)

Hospital based autonomous academic
Institute, under Government of National Capital

Territory of Delhi, dealing with
“Brain – Mind Problems & their Solutions”

Dilshad Garden, Delhi 110 095 (India), Tel.: 2259 7750
E-mail: oicpurchase-ihbas@delhi.gov.in;
website: www.ihbas.delhigovt.nic.in

No. F.25/61/Neuro-Radio/IHBAS/2022/181 Dated: 30-09-2026

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The tender has been uploaded on the GeM portal and IHBAS

website (www.ihbas.delhigovt.nic.in):-

S.
No.

Particulars GeM Bid No. Uploading
Site

1. Tender in respect of On-site
outsourcing (PPP Model) on
Revenue share of New MRI
Machine (3 Tesla)

GEM/2026/B/
7881222
dated
29.09.2026

GeM portal

Interested firms may please see the detailed Terms &
Conditions of the Tender from the above mentioned site before
submission of the tender.

OIC Purchase (Medical)
Joint Director (Admn.)
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