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The community baby shower was organised at
Karumaavilai near Karugnal under the Killliyoor
Assembly constituency on Tuesday. Minister for
Tourism S. Rajesh Kumar and District Collector
M. Prathap presented the gifts to 200 pregnant
women from Munsirai and Killiyoor panchayat
unions. Mr. Rajesh Kumar and Mr. Prathap
appealed to the expectant mothers to take
nutritious food and the medicines prescribed by
their doctors regularly before and after the child
birth. Malathi, Sub-Collector,
Padmanabhapuram, was present.

200 pregnant women given
gifts at baby shower 
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The Dindigul police on
Tuesday picked up three
teenagers, including a mi-
nor, and seized narcotic ta-
blets, intoxicating sub-
stances, machetes, mobile
phones, and a two-wheeler
from them.

Acting on a tip off�, Din-
digul police stepped up
surveillance and picked up
the three teenagers who
were hiding near an elec-
tric crematorium at Veda-
patti. The arrested have
been identifi�ed as G. Pandi-
yarajan 19, M. Vimal 19,
and a 17-year-old. The in-
vestigation revealed that

they had stocked up nar-
cotic tablets and intoxicat-
ing substances for sale.
The police rounded up the
three and seized 11 bottles
of intoxicating substances,
360 narcotic tablets, three
machetes, two mobile
phones, and a two-wheel-
er. Dindigul police have re-
gistered a case.

Three teenagers rounded up for
possessing narcotic tablets 
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M inister for Hindu
Religious and
Charitable En-

dowments S. Ramesh re-
views arrangements at Ku-
lasekarapattinam Sri
Mutharamman Temple
and its surroundings ahead
of the Dasara celebrations,
which will attract a few
lakh devotees from various
parts of the country every
year.

As the “Soorasamhaa-
ram” (annihilation of de-
mon) will be enacted on
the night of October 20
near Sri Mutharamman
Temple in Kulasekarapatti-
nam after the formal fl�ag
hoisting on October 11, the
district administration is
making arrangements to
receive a few lakh devotees
for this event. 

Steps have been taken
for supply of drinking wa-
ter, health stations, tem-

porary bus stands, and
vehicle parking areas and
deploy over a 1,000 police
personnel in and around
this tiny town near
Tiruchendur.

After off�ering prayers at
the shrine along with other
devotees, Mr. Ramesh in-
spected the temple premis-
es, the shelters being creat-

ed for devotees, and
Kulasekarapattinam
beach, where the “Soora-
samhaaram” will be enact-
ed. Minister for Fisheries
A. Srinath, District Collec-
tor Vishu Mahajan and Su-
perintendent of Police R.
Shiva Prasad participated
in the meeting.

Mr. Ramesh told repor-

ters that arrangements be-
ing made in and around
Kulasekarapattinam were
being reviewed. 

The entry and exit
points of the devotees,
vehicle parking areas, tem-
porary bus stands, drink-
ing water supply system,
health stations to be creat-
ed in and around the tem-
ple were inspected.

“Since a few lakh devo-
tees will gather on Kulasek-
arapattinam beach to wit-
ness Soorasamhaaram on
the night of October 20,
the offi�cials explained in
detail the arrangements to
be made there,” said Mr.
Ramesh who had another
round of review of arrange-
ments at the District
Collectorate.

The Minister asked the
offi�cials to be stringent in
dealing with obscenity in
cultural events organised
by individual groups in and
around Kulasekarapatti-
nam during dasara.

Minister checks preparations
in Kulasekarapattinam 
for dasara celebrations 

HR&CE Minister S. Ramesh, second from left, addressing the review
meeting on preparations for dasara celebrations at
Kulasekarapattinam, in Thoothukudi on Tuesday. N. RAJESH 

Ramesh visits Sri Mutharamman Temple in the historic town and holds discussions with offi�cials
on providing basic amenities to a large turnout expected for ‘Soorasamharam’ on October 20
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Two persons were killed on
Tuesday when two cars col-
lided head on near
Devipattinam.

The police said, Vaira
Prakash, 45, hailing from
Uppur near Thiruppalaiku-
di in Ramanathapuram dis-
trict, was a building con-
tractor. While he was
driving alone from Uppur

to Ramanathapuram in his
car, K. Mahendrakumar, 25,
a car driver from Pudupatti-
nam near Thiruvadanai,
was driving alone from Ra-
manathapuram to
Thiruvadanai.

At that time, the cars col-
lided head on on the East
Coast Road at the Patha-
nenthal bridge near
Devipattinam.

The Devipattinam police
have registered a case.

2 die as cars collide
near Devipattinam
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