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Medical tourism: 23% fall after 
4-fold increase in 4 years

Advanced medical 
infrastructure 
and AYUSH-based 
wellness offerings 
have helped India 
emerge as a major 
destination for 
medical tourism. 
The number of 
foreigners arriving 
for treatment had 
surged more than 
four-fold between 
2020 and 2023, 
before falling for two 
consecutive years
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Hyderabad: Hundreds of
sheep were likely run over by
Dakshin Express, which was
travelling from New Delhi to
Hyderabad, near Aushapur
in Telangana’s Medchal-Mal-
kajgiri district early Tuesday.

The sheep owner, Balamo-
ni Kistaiah, put the toll at 375,
with another 50 sheep inju-
red, while Railway Protection
Force officers said they had
accounted for only 195 deaths
so far. “We are probing the
matter to ascertain the actual
extent of  the loss,” Rakesh
Meena, RPF inspector of
Cherlapally, said, adding that
a case was registered under
Section 154 (rash or negligent
act) of  Railway Act.

According to railway offi-
cials, the incident occurred
around 2.32am between Bibi-
nagar and Ghatkesar railway
stations.

“The owner suspects the
sheep, which were kept in an
enclosure nearby on Monday

night, panicked after stray
dogs chased them and ran on-
to the tracks,” RPF officers
said.

Veterinary doctors are
conducting postmortem ex-
aminations, Bibinagar’s tah-
sildar Y Ashok Reddy said,
adding govt would take a deci-
sion on compensation based
on the report. “A detailed
PME report and findings of
the inquiry will be submitted
to the Medchal-Malkajgiri
district collector for conside-
ration of  monetary assistan-
ce, as the family did not have
insurance for the flock,” Red-
dy said.Kistaiah’s family ap-
pealed to govt to provide fi-
nancial assistance, estima-
ting their loss to be around Rs
40 lakh. “The sheep have been
our livelihood for decades,” a
relative said.

Delhi-Hyd train runs
over sheep, RPF puts

toll at 195, owner at 375
Madhu.Rasala

@timesofindia.com
The owner suspects
the sheep ran onto
the tracks in panic
after stray dogs
chased them
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SPECIAL PMLA COURT FRAMES CHARGES AGAINST
J’KHAND CM HEMANT SOREN IN LAND FRAUD CASE

IF CONG LEADERS CAN’T SEE DEVPT IN RAJASTHAN,
THEY MUST WEAR GLASSES: BHAJANLAL SHARMA

Ahmedabad: Gujarat ATS,
in a joint operation with the
Indian Coast Guard and
central intelligence agen-
cies, seized approximately
526 kg of  heroin and meth-
amphetamine from an Ira-
nian boat in Indian territo-
rial waters west of  Laksh-
adweep, with Gujarat Police
saying wanted accused in
India and drug smuggler
Haji Salim and his associ-
ates had planned to send the
consignment from Iran to
India.

According to the Guja-
rat Police, the operation fol-
lowed intelligence received
on September 10 regarding
a conspiracy to smuggle
around 500 kg of  metham-
phetamine and heroin into
India. The consignment
was reportedly to be trans-
ported by an Iranian boat
named Azad and delivered
to a Tamil Nadu-based boat
in Indian territorial waters
in the Mumbai-Kochi-
Lakshadweep region.

The police said Haji Sa-
lim, a wanted accused in In-
dia and a drug smuggler,
along with his associates,
had planned to send the con-
signment aboard the Ira-
nian boat within approxi-
mately 15 to 20 days.

The consignment was al-
legedly to be unloaded along
the Tamil Nadu coastline
and transported in smaller
quantities through other
vehicles for delivery to a Ni-
gerian national in Punjab,
the release said. An advance
payment towards the value
of  the consignment had re-
portedly already been made
through the hawala chan-
nel, while the remaining
amount was to be trans-
ferred through hawala fol-
lowing delivery. ANI

Boat carrying
drugs seized off
L’dweep; 5 Pak
nationals held

New York: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar met
United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
on Tuesday (local time) and
discussed ongoing conflicts
and the need to mitigate
their impact, especially on
the Global South.

In a post on X, Jaishankar
said, “Glad to meet @UN Sec-
retary General @antoniogu-
terres today. Our discus-
sions focused on ongoing
conflicts and the need to mit-
igate their impact, especial-
ly on the Global South."

The meeting came a day
after Jaishankar cautioned
that ongoing global conflicts
and disruptions to grain
shipments and fertiliser pro-
duction threatened to trig-
ger a major food crisis in the
coming months, placing se-
vere compounding pressure
on developing nations.

Speaking at an event or-
ganised by the Asia Society
in New York on Monday (lo-
cal time), Jaishankar linked
the risks to strains across en-
ergy supplies, grain exports,
fertilisers and global fi-
nance.

“We are already looking
at major significant fertilis-
er shortages,” he said, add-

ing that key grain exporters
could face severe impedi-
ments in dispatching ship-
ments, particularly through
critical Black Sea corridors.

“So there is gonna be a
major food crisis probably,
you know, in the coming
months,” Jaishankar said.

He also cautioned that po-
litically driven decisions af-
fecting oil supplies could in-
flate prices at a time when
countries urgently require
macroeconomic stability.
Jaishankar noted that inter-
national conflicts drive capi-
tal towards safer financial
havens, draining invest-
ments away from the Global
South.

“Countries should not be
so self-centred that you’re in
your own world and take
your decision,” he said,
stressing the need for policy-
makers to consider the wider
impact of  their decisions.

Earlier on September 26,
speaking at the United Na-
tions General Assembly in
New York, Jaishankar had
urged all parties involved in
ongoing conflicts to exercise
restraint and de-escalate
tensions.

“Countries far from con-
flicts are being penalised for

no fault of  theirs. Those
most impacted often have the
least say. This assembly
must face up to the true state
of  affairs. This year, we are
witnessing a conflict in the
Gulf, one that is exacerbat-
ing an already difficult situa-
tion. We remain deeply con-
cerned over continuing hos-
tilities. The targeting of
commercial shipping and
seafarers, transiting inter-
national waterways, is sim-
ply unacceptable. India calls
upon all parties to exercise
restraint, de-escalate ten-
sions, ensure protection of
civilians, and uninterrupted
flow of  energy and com-

merce,” he had said.
On the West Asia conflict,

Jaishankar had said, “India
is prepared to do everything
possible to ameliorate this
situation, especially with re-
gard to food and energy secu-
rity. Tensions and violence
also regrettably continue in
West Asia or the Middle East.
We strongly believe that a du-
rable and lasting peace re-
quires a two-state solution.”

On the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, he said, “As Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
stated, endless war must give
way now to an end to war. In-
dia supports ongoing initia-
tives to bring peace.” ANI

Need to mitigate impact of conflicts,
especially on Global South, says EAM

UNGA DIPLOMACY: EAM S Jaishankar with UN Secy-Gen Antonio Guterres

New Delhi: India and Italy have
held a key meeting in Delhi to
bolster bilateral tourism cooper-
ation, with both sides agreeing
to establish focused technical
groups to take forward the iden-
tified areas of  cooperation and
facilitate sustained engagement
among stakeholders, according
to officials.

The second India-Italy Joint
Working Group (JWG) on Tou-
rism meeting was held on Tues-
day, co-chaired by Union Tou-
rism Secretary Bhuvnesh Ku-
mar and Italian Ministry of  Tou-
rism's Secretary-General
Emanuela Tripi.

The discussions covered a
broad range of  areas for streng-
thening tourism cooperation be-
tween the two countries, includ-
ing exchange of  tourism data,
promotion of  lesser-known des-
tinations, cine-tourism, destina-
tion twinning, skilling and ca-
pacity building, and enhanced
Business-to-Business (B2B) en-
gagement, the Indian tourism
ministry said in a readout. PTI

India, Italy to set
up focused tech
groups to boost

tourism coop

New Delhi: “Toeing the line is
one thing but bending over is an-
other,” the Supreme Court on
Wednesday said while castigat-
ing Uttar Pradesh police for reg-
istering a molestation case
against an “unknown person”
despite having arrested the ac-
cused on the spot.

Making sharp observations
while hearing a plea for the can-
cellation of  anticipatory bail of
an accused in a molestation case
in Bulandshahr district, the Su-
preme Court said the Uttar Pra-
desh Police may be disbanded
and all investigations handed
over to the CBI.

A bench of  Justices Sanjay
Kumar and Sanjeev Sachdeva
said, “Toeing the line is one
thing but bending over is anoth-
er. And this kind of  cover-up
job? Less said the better.”

Directing the station house
officer (SHO) to be present in the
courtroom on the next date of
hearing, the bench said, “This is
how you do the investigation.
We have seen lacunae in many

cases. In everything, you have
an agenda. How will people
trust you if  this is how you pro-
ceed with these matters?

“It is better if  we ask the CBI
to step in and take over all UP Po-
lice investigations. We might as
well disband the UP Police. This
nonsense has to stop at some
point.”

It took note of  the petition-
er’s in-person submissions that
the police report was “biased”.
She said the police had initially
registered an FIR against an
“unknown person” and when
the court asked for the report,
they just added the name of  the
accused in it, without carrying
out any investigation.

The petitioner claimed that
the police registered an FIR
against an “unknown” motor-
cycle rider, despite having
caught the suspect on the spot
and handed him over to the local
police. She further submitted
that the preliminary report by
the police was biased from the
outset and they later gave the ac-
cused a clean chit.

She also pointed out that the
motorcycle in question, which
originally had no number plate
when seized, was mysteriously
assigned a registration number
during the probe. She alleged
that she gave a complaint in the
morning but the time shown is 9
pm. The bench questioned the

counsel representing the Uttar
Pradesh Police and said, “The
FIR was registered against un-
known persons? Why did you
write unknown if  the person
was caught at the spot?

“Why did you register an
FIR against an unknown motor-
cycle rider if  he was caught on
the spot? How will people trust
the police?”

It observed that leaving the
name of  an apprehended sus-
pect blank in the initial FIR and
subsequently manipulating
case details completely erodes
institutional credibility and
public trust in law enforcement
agencies. “You catch the ac-
cused at the spot but you don’t
want to name him in the FIR.
Perhaps, if  the equation works
out, you can substitute the
name, bring in one of  your own
names, you must have kept a list
of  accused in different FIRs
whoever has gotten a lesser
number of  FIRs you can include
his name. Is that how it works
there?” the bench asked. PTI

Toe the line, don’t bend over: SC raps UP Police

The bench questioned the coun-
sel representing the Uttar Pra-
desh Police and said, “The FIR
was registered against unknown
persons? Why did you write
unknown if the person was
caught at the spot?”

Mumbai: A fire broke out in
the pantry car of  an empty
rake of  a Mumbai-Howrah
train at the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Terminus
(CSMT) yard here early on
Wednesday, an official said.
No casualties were reported,
a Central Railway spokesper-
son said. The blaze erupted
in the train’s pantry car at
3.40 am. The fire brigade re-
ached the spot at 4.01 am the
spokesperson said. PTI

Fire in pantry of
empty train rake 

Srinagar: A top terrorist
of  the banned Lashkar-e-
Taiba killed in a gunfight in
the higher reaches of  cen-
tral Kashmir's Budgam dis-
trict on Tuesday was a re-
tired havildar from the Pa-
kistan Army's elite Special
Services Group (SSG), who
once served in former pres-

ident Pervez Musharraf's
security convoy, officials
said on Wednesday.

Mohd Asif, alias Hash-
im Moosa, was neutralised
in a joint operation by the
Army and other security
forces in the higher reaches
of  Korag, Yousmarg, late
Tuesday night. The Pakis-
tani terrorist was involved
in high-profile attacks, es-
pecially in the last three
years which saw a surge in
targeted ambushes and

strikes against both mili-
tary personnel and civilian
hubs.

The pattern began in
the Pir Panjal range in
early 2023 and ended with
the April 2025 Pahalgam in-
cident in which the accused
had played a crucial role in
planning of  the terrorist at-
tack that left 26 people dead.

Asif, who also operated
under aliases such as Fauji
and Sulaiman Shah, infil-
trated into Jammu and
Kashmir in 2021 and was
serving as the LeT's chief
operations commander in
the region. Security offi-
cials said his death not only
concluded an intensive
five-year hunt but also ren-
dered the Pakistan-based
terror group leaderless in
the region. During his 23-
year tenure with the Pakis-
tani military, Asif  spent 18
years in the SSG. PTI

LeT terrorist killed was
ex-Pak SSG commando

ENCOUNTER

Bhopal:A 70-year-old retired IAS
officer, Rakesh Agarwal, was found
dead with his throat slit at his home
in Bhopal on Wednesday, police
said. An investigation was
underway to ascertain the motive
behind the murder, they said,
adding that the role of a domestic
help was suspected. Police
received information about the
incident at around 5 am. The crime
took place in Suraj Nagar under
Ratibad police station area.
Agarwal lived in the house with his
wife. At the time of the incident, she
was asleep in another room, an
official from Ratibad thana said. PTI

Ex-IAS officer
found dead in MP

New Delhi: Five people were
arrested for allegedly run-
ning an illegal international
call centre in southwest Del-
hi’s Uttam Nagar and target-
ing foreign nationals by im-
personating Amazon and Ap-
ple technical support execu-
tives, police said on
Wednesday.

Following specific inputs,
a team raided the call centre
in Vipin Garden on the inter-
vening night of  September 28
and 29, arrested the accused,
and recovered 10 laptops, four
mobile phones and multiple
calling accessories. Police
said the accused used multi-
ple voice modulation applica-
tions to contact foreign na-
tionals while posing as tech-
nical support agents. PTI 

Illegal int’l call
centre busted,
five arrested

Description of the property

HDFC BANK LIMITED

  

Date: 30/09/2026, 
Place: Bahraich 

[See Rule 8(1)] POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)]

Regd Office: HDFC Bank House, Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower Parel (West), Mumbai- 400013
Branch Address: 1180, Digiha Gonda Road, Bahraich-271801

Property 1: Property Details: Property Situated At Part of Residential Property- House 
No.161A, Situated at Mohalla-Gulamali Pura Pargana, Tehsil & Dist. -Bahraich, Uttar 
Pradesh-271801, Address of the Property: Property Situated At Part of Residential 
Property- House No.161A, Situated at Mohalla-Gulamali PuraPargana, Tehsil & Dist. -
Bahraich, Uttar Pradesh-271801. Boundary: North- Land Holi RamVerma; South-
Khadanja Road 12Ft. Wide; East- Open Land Chhitai; West - Land Of Seller. Area: 
4703.5Sq.Ft..,  Owner Name: Garima Mittal W/O Manoj Mittal

Authorized Officer 
HDFC Bank Ltd. 

Whereas, the undersigned being the authorized officer of the HDFC Bank Ltd under the 
Securitizations and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security 
Interest Act, 2002 (Ord. 3 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13 (2) 
read with rule 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice 
dated 21- 07-2026. 
1. Shribhagwan Mittal (Primary Applicant)  S/o Chandra Bhan Mittal 
Address: H No 1088 Gulam Pura Bahraich - 271801 Mob-9415121132 
2. Raj Kamal Mittal (Co- Applicant)  S/o Shree Bhagwan Mittal 
Address:- 1088 Nnear Railay Crossing Gulam Ali Pura Bahraich - 271801 
3. Garima Mittal (co- Applicant)   W/o Manoj Mittal 
Address: H No 1088 Gulam Pura Bahraich - 271801 Mob-9415121132 
4. Swetamittal Raj Kamal Mittal (Co- Applicant)  W/o Raj Mittal 
Address: H No. 1088 Gulam Pura Bahraich 271801 Mob-9415121132 
To repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs.3,93,46,408.92/- (Rupees Three 
Crore Ninety Three Lac Forty Six Thousand Four Hundred Eight and Ninety Two 
Paise Only), within 60 days from the date of the said notice. 
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and 
the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described 
herein below in exercise of powers. conferred on him/her under section 13(4) of the said Act 

thread with rule 9 of the said rule on this 30  Day of September of the year 2026. 
The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the 
property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the HDFC Bank 
Ltd for an amount of Rs.3,93,46,408.92/- (Rupees Three Crore Ninety Three Lac Forty 
Six Thousand Four Hundred Eight and Ninety Two Paise Only) and interest thereon. 

 

Property 2: Property Details: Property Situated AtPart of Residential Property- 
HouseNo.174/153, Situated at Wajeer Bagh, Pargana, Tehsil & Dist. -Bahraich, Uttar 
Pradesh-271801, Address of the Property: Property Situated At Part of Residential 
Property-101House No.174/153, Situated at Wajeer Bagh, Pargana, Tehsil &Dist. -
Bahraich, Uttar Pradesh-271801. Boundary: North- Gali and Harijan Colony; South-
Road and Courtyard Mill; East- Courtyard Mill; West - Road and Sweeper Colony. 
Area:7700 Sq.Ft.,  Owner Name: 1.Garima Mittal W/o Late. Manoj Mittal, 2.Sarthak 
Mittal S/o Late. Manoj Mittal, 3. Shristhi Mittal D/o Late. Manoj Mittal


