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Senior citizens have an im-
portant place in society
andshouldbetreatedwith

dignity and respect, Coastal
DevelopmentBoardChairman
MAGafoorsaidonThursday.
He was addressing gath-

ering after inaugurating the
World Senior Citizens’ Day
celebrationsandan inter-gen-
erational bonding meet or-
ganised at Bannanje Shri
Narayanguruhall.Gafoorsaid
theexperienceandservicesof
senior citizens remainedvalu-
able to both families and soci-
ety. Senior citizens should not
consider themselves a burden
becauseoftheirage,butshould
continuetoparticipateinsocial
activitiesaslongastheirhealth

permitted.
“It is disturbing to see in-

stancesofchildrenabandoning
theirparents.Societyneeds to
seriously reflecton this issue,”
he said, stressing the need to
inculcatefamilyvaluesamong
youngsters along with formal
education. He said the Union
and state governments had
introduced several welfare
schemes for senior citizens
and called for greater aware-
nessabout them.
Additional Superintendent

of Police Sudhakar Naik said
urbanisation had resulted in
many senior citizens living
alone without the support of
their children and relatives.
The police were identifying
such elderly persons through
special beats and regularly

visiting their homes to un-
derstand and address their
problems. “Senior citizens liv-
ing alone need not be afraid.
Thepolicedepartmentisthere
tosupport them,”hesaid.

1,184 senior citizens had
been identified in Udupi dis-
trictandpolicepersonnelwere
making regular visits to their
homes.GeneralphysicianDrY
SudarshanRaosaidseniorciti-

zenspossessedvaluableknowl-
edge gained through years of
experience and the expertise
should be utilised for the ben-
efit of society.Healso stressed
the need for families to spend
time with elderly members to
prevent loneliness.
Urban Development Au-

thority Chairman Dinakar
Herursaidtheexperienceand
knowledge of senior citizens
shouldbepassedontoyounger
generationsandtheirguidance
was essential for preserving
cultural traditions.
Prizes were distributed

to winners of sports and cul-
tural competitions held as
part of the celebrations. The
Health Department also con-
ducted medical check-ups for
seniorcitizens.

Senior citizens shouldbe treated
withdignity, respect:Gafoor
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The shock waves of mas-
sive blast at Mangalore
RefineryandPetrochem-

icals Limited’s (MRPL)Coker
Hydrotreater Unit, which
was experienced by residents
aroundaradiusofover15kms,
would have been reduced if
MRPL had a ‘buffer zone’ or
`greenbelt’ aroundtheplant’s
periphery, Nagarika Horata
samithi, Jokatte Convenor
Muneer Katipalla asserted on
Thursday.
PresentlyMRPL is the only

hazardous industry in red cat-
egory (code:1004) that does
not have a buffer zone, said
Muneer Katipalla. Following
the third phase expansion of
MRPL in 2012, massive pro-
testseruptedagainst the large
scalepollutionin2014.In2016,

the government issued an or-
der(CI419,SPI2010)directing
MRPL to comply with six ‘en-
vironmental clearance’ condi-
tionswithina‘stipulatedtime’.
“The 33% greenbelt area

was one among the six con-
ditions imposed on MRPL by
governmentinordertocontrol
pollution from Coke Sulphur
Unit,”MuneerKatipallarecol-
lected and added that MRPL
had halfheartedly complied
withtheimplementationoffive
conditionsincludingshiftingof
petcokestoragesilosandkept
delayingtheacquisitionofland
by comingwithonepretext or
theother.
Due to persistent efforts by

samithi, the identification of
27acresof land tobeacquired
was completed few years ago.
It took another five years to
finalise compensation pack-
age for families losing land

and homes. “MRPL taking
advantage of helplessness of
the affected 408 families had
insisted on `one-time settle-
ment’,”MuneerKatipallasaid.
Asthelandacquisitionprocess
delayed, samithi launched a
eight-day long day and night
dharna inMaythisyear.
The protest was withdrawn

after then District in charge
Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao,
Deputy Commissioner Dar-
shanHV,assuredthatthelegal
proceduresforlandacquisition
throughKarnataka Industrial
Areas Development Board
(KIADB) would be completed
withinsixmonthsandthat the
acquisitionprocesswouldcom-
mencewithinthatperiod.
A member of Samithi and

a resident of Jokatte Mo-
hammed Jabeer said KIADB
had submitted proposal on
land acquisition, on behalf

of MRPL, to single window
clearance committeewhich is
chairedbyChiefMinister.“For
past four months I have been
sending emails on expediting
landacquisitiontoMinisterfor
LargeandMediumIndustries
MB Patil, Principal Secretary
for Commerce and Industries
S Selvakumar among others,
buttherewasnoresponse,”he
rued.
MRPL instead of spending

CSRfundsonfar-offplacescan
spendoncreatingbufferzone,
he said. KIADB Special Land
Acquisition Officer (SLAO)
MeghanaRtoldDH,whencon-
tacted, that the proposal was
submitted and were awaiting
forapprovalfromgovernment.
“The preliminary notification
is also readyandweare await-
ing for orders from govern-
ment,”saidSLAOforDakshina
Kannadadistrict.

‘Shockwaves fromblastwouldhave
beenreduced ifMRPLhadbuffer zone’
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MANGALURU, DHNS: To
bridgethegapbetweenmod-
erntechnologyandtradition-
al farming, the city will host
the state-level ‘Agriculture
Festival – 2026’ (KrishiHab-
ba) from October 2 to 4, at
Cordel Ground, Kulshekar.
Organised by the Karnataka
StateKisanSevaFoundation
in collaboration with the
Rotary Club of Mangalore
Central andRO Internation-
al, the three-day event will
serve as an open, non-com-
mercial platform empower-
ing farmers to adopt mod-
ern agritech, transition into
enterprise, and sell directly
to consumers, organiser
Ashwin Sequeira told medi-
apersons.

The festival operates un-
derthecentraltheme,“From
Farmers – To Consumers |
FromAgriculture–ToEnter-
prise.”Supportedbykeystate

departments—including the
Departments of Agriculture
and Horticulture, KAPPEC
Bengaluru, the College of
Fisheries, and the Organic
Farmers Consumer Associ-
ation—the event aims to ac-
celerate sustainable farming
practices while encouraging
youth andwomen’s self-help
groups (SHGs) to explore
agri-entrepreneurship.
The expo wil have agri-

culturalmachinery and tech
expo. It will have demon-
strations of contemporary
machinery, farm automa-
tion, and smart tools. It will
provide a venue for farmers
to eliminate intermediaries
and sell directly to regional
consumers.
He said it will also show-

case sustainable methods,
Zero Budget Natural Farm-
ing (ZBNF), andhealthymil-
let-basedproduct lines.

Three-dayagricultural
festivalfromtoday

MDMAworthRs1.60lakhseized
MANGALURU, DHNS: The
Kavoor Police have seized
around 16 grams of MDMA,
worth Rs 1.60 lakh, from a
26-year-oldmannearBondel
inMarakadavillage.
PoliceCommissionerSud-

heer Kumar Reddy C H said
the arrested is Mohammed
Irfan A K, from K C Road in
Ullal.Hewas found standing
suspiciously near the tarred
road leading fromBondel to-
wards Moodushedde when
thepolicearrestedhim.
The police searched him

and seized approximately 16

grams of MDMA from his
possession. A case has been
registered at Kavoor police
station under the provisions
oftheNarcoticDrugsandPsy-
chotropicSubstances(NDPS)
Act. Further investigation is
underway.
The police commissioner

said the arrested had previ-
ously been booked in three
cases.Theseincludetwotheft
cases registered at Ullal and
Punjalkatte stations in2020,
and a case related to con-
sumptionofganja registered
atUllalpolicestationin2024.

DPRunderwayfordevelopingmodern
wholesalefishmarketatEkkur

With the State Cabinet
approving the de-
velopment of a mod-

ern wholesale fish market at
Ekkur, preparations are un-
derway to prepare a Detailed
Project Report (DPR) for the
same.
The wholesale market is

aimedtocheckcongestionand
overcrowding at theMangalu-
ru fisheriesharbour inBunder
andwillcomeuponthree-acre
landbelongingtotheFisheries
College inMangaluru.
AftertheCabinetnodforthe

proposal, Fisheries Depart-
mentSecretaryRVinothPriya,

DirectorDineshKumarKaller
andofficialsfromtheFisheries
andPortsdepartmentsrecently
inspectedtheproposedsiteand
helddiscussionswiththeDean
of the Fisheries College. Now,
the proposed land will have to
be handed over to the Fisher-
iesandPortdepartmentbythe
Fisheries College, the officials
said.

AtacostofRs30crore
The wholesale market will
comeupatacostofRs30crore.
Theproposedmarketisexpect-
ed to ease the pressure on the
existing fish trading activities
attheharbourandprovidebet-
terinfrastructureforwholesale
fishtrading, theofficials said.

ManoharAcharya,Assistant
Engineer of the Ports Depart-
ment,said100to150insulated
vehicles arrive at the Mangal-
uru fishing harbour evry day
from the neighbouring states,
including Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra and Andhra
Pradesh to load the fish and
transport it to various places,
including Bengaluru. The ar-
rival of vehicles have been cre-
ating traffic congestion at the
harbour.Further,thefishmar-
ket is also in a poor condition
withoutmuchfacilities.Tohave
a fullfledged market and to
cater to loading and auction-
ing of the fish, the proposal
on wholesale market was pre-
pared,”hetoldDH.

Officials said that the
sale of fishwere nowcon-
centrated in thenorthern
part of the Mangaluru
fishingharbouratBunder.
Thetradingactivity,along
with the movement of
fish-laden vehicles, has
resulted incongestion.
Fishermenleaderssaid

that movement of vehi-
cles laden with fish and
also tradingactivities had
resultedintheissueofcon-
gestionandhygieneatthe
harbour.
Officialssaidthewhole-

sale market will have a
wholesale fish stalls, ef-
fluent treatment plant,
parking facility, fish mar-
ketplatforms,coldstorage
facility, vendors’ stalls,
double-lane concrete
road, toilet blocks, water
storage facility, CCTV-
basedsecuritysystemand
others.
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PrathamChikitsaFoundation
tobe inauguratedtoday

MANGALURU,DHNS:Pratham
ChikitsaFoundation,achari-
table organisation commit-
ted to saving lives, strength-
eningcommunityhealthand
emergency preparedness,
will be inaugurated on Oc-
tober2.
The foundation has been

establishedwithanobjective
ofmakingfirstaidknowledge,
emergency preparedness,
healthcare awareness and
humanitarian support more
accessible, emphasised Dr
Jeedhu Radhakrishnan an
expert on Emergency and
criticalcare.
The foundation recognis-

es that inmanyemergencies,
theperiodbetweentheoccur-
rence of an incident and the
arrival of professional medi-
cal assistance can be critical.

PrathamChikitsaFoundation
therefore seeks to empower
ordinary citizens, students,
teachers, employees, volun-
teers and communities with
the knowledge and skills
needed as first responders
during emergencies, he
said
PCF’s will focus on pro-

motion of first aid, basic life
support (BLS), cardiopul-
monary resuscitation (CPR),
trauma care, emergency
preparedness and disaster
response. The foundation
willundertakeawarenesspro-
grammes, training sessions,
workshops and community
initiatives to make these
life-savingskillsmoreaccessi-
ble to thepublic, educational
institutions, workplaces and
communities.

‘Setup5-yrindustrialaccident,
occupationalsafetyaudit’

MANGALURU, DHNS: Ben-
galuru-based Citizen Rights
Foundat ion Chairman
K A Paul in a press release
urged the Prime Minister
andHomeMinister to set up
a comprehensive five-year
industrial accident and oc-
cupational safety audit. “Sin-
gle Point Mooring (SPM),
marine terminal, tug, moor-
ing and associated offshore
operations connected with
MRPL should be subjected
to a separate independent
marine-safety audit by qual-

ified maritime experts,” he
urged.
Officialsalsoshouldunder-

takeanindependentreviewof
theemergencypreparedness
and disaster-management
system applicable to MRPL
and surrounding commu-
nities. “If investigation es-
tablishes non-compliance,
negligence, breach of statu-
tory duty, unsafe operating
practices, failure of mainte-
nance, officials should initi-
ate criminal proceedings in
accordancewith law.”

MANGALURU, DHNS: P K Vi-
kas, a third-year student of
Naturopathy and Yogic Sci-
ences at the Alva’s College
of Naturopathy and Yogic
Sciences, has received world
record recognition from
the Book of World Records
for his achievement in per-
forming Sarvangasana con-
tinuously.
Vikas, who hails from

Belthangady in Dakshina
Kannada district, began
practising yogawhen hewas
in Class 5 and has continued
his practice for the past 11
years.
Accordingtothecertificate

issued by the Book of World
Records, Vikas demon-
strated balance, physical
strength, flexibility, stability,
concentrationandendurance
duringhisSarvangasanaper-
formance.
Hehasalsosecuredseveral

achievementsinyogacompe-

titions. Hewon second place
intheRajivGandhiUniversity
ofHealthSciences (RGUHS)
yoga competitions held in
Bengaluruin2023,2024and
2025.In2022,hesecuredfirst
place in the WFF state-level
yogacompetition.
In 2024, Vikas participat-

ed in the national-level yoga
competition held at the All
IndiaInstituteofMedicalSci-
ences(AIIMS),NewDelhi.He
secured second place in the
national-level competition
organised by Ayaan Medical
Institute in2025.
Earlier, he had participat-

ed in district- and state-level
yoga competitions in 2017
and2018andsecuredsecond
place in the national yoga
competition held in Hyder-
abad in2021.
Besides participating in

competitions, Vikas also
servesasajudgeatyogacom-
petitions.

Alva’sstudentearnsBWR
worldrecordrecognition

PKVikaswith thecertificate.

Bhajana-SankeerthanotsavaonOctober4
MANGALURU,DHNS:TheBha-
jana-Sankeerthanotsava by
‘NadaNandanam’willbeheld
at Ambedkar Bhavan, Urwa
Store,onOctober4.
Addressing a press confer-

ence, advisor Pradeep Ku-
marKalkura said ‘NadaNan-
danam’hadbeenformedwith
Karnatakaas its focalpoint to
introduceKannadalanguage,
culture and literature to the
publicthroughmusic.Aspart

of its inaugural programme,
the organisation will present
a blend of devotional songs,
bhavageethe, folk songs and
film songs, along with tat-
vapadas of saints and poets,
including Purandaradasa,
Kanakadasa and Basavanna,
indifferentmusical forms.
A team of 19 artistes, led

by noted playback singer
Shankar Shanubhog and
three-time state award win-

ner Ramesh Chandra of
Bengaluru, will present the
programme.
ShankarShanubhogwillin-

augurate‘NadaNandanam’by
lightingthetraditional lamp.
Free passes for the pro-

gramme will be available at
the counters of Ocean Pearl
atNavabharatCircle,TajMa-
hal, Pattumudi at Lalbagh,
Ayodhya at Kodialbail and
PadmashreeatPumpwell.

MANGALURU, DHNS: A
candidate appearing for
the Karnataka Police Con-
stable (Civil) recruitment
process-2026 has been ac-
cusedofproducingfakedoc-
uments during the physical
enduranceandphysicaleffi-
ciencytestsheldatMangala
Stadiumhererecently.
According to the com-

plaint, Yajesh B J Rai from
KodimbalainKadabataluk,
appeared at the registra-
tion desk with a call letter
bearing hall ticket number
CPC5225446. The person-
nel on duty at the registra-
tion desk checked the can-
didate’s details using the
softwareprovidedbyKarna-
takaExaminationAuthority.
However, his details

were not found in the list
of eligible candidates. The
candidate’s name, registra-
tion number and applica-
tion number were also not
foundinthe1:5listprepared
forthePoliceConstable(Civ-
il) Recruitment-2026. As a
result,hewasnotallowedto
participate in the physical
endurance and physical ef-
ficiencytests.
After ascertaining that

the call letter and other
documents produced by
the candidate were fake, a
complaint was filed against
Yajesh B J Rai for using AI
to produce fake documents
with the intention of cheat-
inginthepolicerecruitment
process, sourcesadded.

Candidate
accusedof

producing fake
documents

MANGALURU, DHNS: The
Mani Krishnaswami Acad-
emy will organise a clas-
sical music concert at the
Amritabhavana Hall of the
Ramakrishna Mutt on Oc-
tober 2 to mark the 110th
birth anniversary of re-
nowned vocalist M S Sub-
bulakshmi.
Addressing a press con-

ference in thecity, academy
member Srivibhu Rao said
Swami Jitakamananda, the
presidentoftheRamakrish-
namutt will inaugurate the
programme by lighting the
lamp.
Following the inaugu-

ration, S Aishwarya and S
Soundarya, great-grand-
daughters of M S Subbu-
lakshmi, will present a
Carnatic music concert, he
said.

Musicconcert
tomarkMS

Subbulakshmi’s
birthanniversary


