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Fires at Saudi oil facilities after wave of Houthi attacks
At least 70 injured; fresh escalation comes amid Iran-backed militant group’s offensive towards Red Sea’s Bab al-Mandab chokepoint

Cairo

The Iranian-backed Houthi 
rebel group in Yemen launched 
a wave of  attacks on Saudi Ara-
bia on Tuesday, wounding more 
than 70 people and igniting 
fires at oil facilities and utili-
ties in the kingdom, authorities 
said, as deadly fighting reignit-
ed in Yemen after a Houthi of-
fensive towards the Red Sea’s 
Bab al-Mandab chokepoint.

The Houthis later said Saudi 
Arabia retaliated with strikes.

The rapid round of  strikes 
and counter-strikes follows the 
unravelling of  a four-year truce 
between the Houthis and the 
Saudi-backed government in 

July, as Yemen became the latest 
country to be drawn into the 
West Asian war.

On Thursday, the Houthis 
launched a campaign to control 
the narrow Bab al-Mandab 
strait, an increasingly impor-
tant route for Saudi oil after 
Iran blockaded the Strait of  
Hormuz, slowing Gulf  exports 
to a trickle.

The fighting has left more 
than 500 people dead, mostly 
combatants from both sides, ac-
cording to an AFP tally based on 
sources from each camp.

Houthi attacks on oil infra-
structure and Saudi tankers are 
piling pressure on the world’s 
top oil exporter, already beset by 

blockades on two key straits.
The rebels declared a mari-

time blockade of  the kingdom 
and began attacking Saudi ships 
starting in July. This has 
squeezed Saudi exports, already 
reeling from Iran’s closure of  
the Strait of  Hormuz. Oil prices 
leapt towards $100 a barrel on 
Tuesday.

“Saudi aggression” hit Taiz 
province, where deadly fighting 
has raged for days, and Marib 
province, the Houthis’ Almasi-
rah TV station said. There was 
no immediate comment from 
the Saudis.

Overnight, Houthi attacks 
caused “temporary” shutdowns 
at oil sites and left 73 injured, 

Saudi authorities said. Saudi of-
ficials had vowed to respond.

Since the rebels launched 
their campaign on Thursday, at 
least 216 government forces and 
278 Houthi fighters have been 
killed, according to sources 
from both sides who requested 
anonymity to discuss sensitive 
matters. At least 29 civilians 
have also been killed.

Saudi Arabia’s top diplomat 
Prince Faisal bin Farhan said 
the door to diplomacy was still 
open, but that the kingdom was 
ready to defend itself. “The 
Kingdom will always support 
peace and diplomatic solu-
tions,” he said during a joint 
press conference in Moscow.

Screen grab shows a rocket being fired from a vehicle-based launcher amid clashes 
between Yemeni government forces and Houthi fighters in Yemen’s Taiz |  AFO

12 countries impose sanctions 
on Israel’s W Bank settlements 
London

Twelve countries including 
Britain, Canada and France an-
nounced Tuesday they 
would sanction trade 
with Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank, after 
increasing attacks by set-
tlers against Palestinians 
i n  t h e  o c c u p i e d 
territory.

Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Ire-
land, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Spain, and Sweden also plan to is-
sue restrictions on trade with the 

settlements, the nations’ foreign 
ministers  said in a  joint 
statement.

The action follows weeks of  in-
creasing attacks by Is-
raeli settlers against 
Palestinian villages in 
the illegally occupied 
territory that has 
drawn widespread con-
demnation from the in-

ternational community.
Ireland and Spain have already 

taken measures against trade 
with Israeli settlements, and 
France has for weeks been push-

ing for a similar decision from the 
European Union, Israel’s leading 
trading partner, but has been 
blocked by some members.

The 12 ministers said actions by 
the Israeli government in the West 
Bank was “undermining the pos-
sibility of  a two-state solution” 
referring to a plan under which 
two states — one Israeli and one 
Palestinian — would live peace-
fully side by side. “The situation 
is rapidly deteriorating amid un-
precedented levels of  settler vio-
lence and settlement expansion,” 
they warned.� AFP

kyiv

A meeting between Russian, 
Ukrainian and US negotiators 
could take place as soon as this 
month, Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy said on 
Tuesday, after US envoys held 
separate talks in Moscow and 
Kyiv over the weekend.

“If  all sides agree, we also 
want to hold it in autumn. If  
September works out, then it 
would be great. The earlier, the 
b e t t e r, ”  Z e l e n s k y y  t o l d 
reporters. 

Putin and US counterpart 
Donald Trump on Tuesday dis-
cussed the Ukraine conflict in 
an “extremely frank” and con-
structive hour-long phone call, 
the Kremlin said.

It came after US negotiators 
Steve Witkoff  and Jared Kush-
ner visited Moscow and Kyiv 
over the weekend in an attempt 
to kickstart long-stalled US ef-
forts to end the fighting. � AP

Russia-Ukraine 
talks possible 
this month,  
says Zelenskyy

French police hunt thieves 
after lightning museum heist
paris

French police on Tuesday 
hunted for two thieves who es-
caped with two Renoir paint-
ings from a museum, after 
abandoning two others as they 
fled, in a burglary that reignit-
ed concerns about the protec-
tion of  France’s cultural 
heritage.

The heist is the latest in a 
string of  such robberies in-
cluding the daylight theft last 
year of  crown jewellery valued 
at around $100 million from the 
Louvre in Paris.

The theft in the southern 
town of  Cagnes-sur-Mer took 

place in a matter of  minutes 
shortly before 6.00 am.

Town mayor Bryan Masson 
said the duo appeared “well 
equipped and well informed” 
about the museum housing 
works by French impressionist 
painter Pierre-Auguste Renoir.

The suspects cut through a 
fence to enter the museum’s 
tree-lined grounds, smashed a 
window to get inside, and used 
an electric saw to cut through 
the frame mountings, he said.

“The museum and police si-
rens forced the burglars to hur-
ry, stealing only four works 
from the Renoir Museum,” 
added the mayor.

Trump threatens 
ban on US sales of 
Bombardier
Washington: President 
Donald Trump threatened 
Monday to block US sales 
of Canadian plane maker 
Bombardier unless it  builds 
aircrafts in the country

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, 

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, SUNABEDA 
email- serwsbd2003@yahoo.com 

Letter No.       Date: 
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH GePNIC e_Procurement Notice

1. Name of the work : Construction of Road Works - 05 Nos.
2. Class of contractor : “B” & “A” Class of (Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing authority.
3.  Estimated Cost : Varies from Rs.122.10 Lakhs to Rs.533.04 Lakhs (Approximately).
4. Details of projects : As per Annexure attached. 

Procurement Officer Bid Identifica-
tion No. 

Availability of Tender 
online for bidding Last Date & Time 

of seeking tender 
clarification

Date & Time of opening  
of tender

From To Technical Bid Financial 
Bids 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief Construction

Engineer, Rural Works
Circle, Sunabeda

CCERWCSBD -
Online - 

34/2026-27

10.09.2026
at

11.00 A.M.

07.10.2026
up to

5.00 P.M.

06.10.2026
up to

2.00 P.M.

08.10.2026
at

11.00 A.M.

To be 
intimated 
separately

5. The details of works can be seen from the web site https://www.tendersodisha.gov.in 
6. Any Corrigendum/Addendum will be displayed in the above e-tender web site. 
OIPR- 25001/25182/1/26-27/0070  Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer,  Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda

25001/1099/2627

PROBLEMS ARE 
NOT STOP SIGNS, 

THEY ARE 
GUIDELINES
ROBERT H SCHULLER

GOVT. OF ODISHA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Office of the Additional Chief Engineer
Vansadhara Nagabali Basin, Paralakhemundi

           (email Id: se_sicpkd@yahoo.com)
e- Procurement Notice No.ACEVNB-05/2026-27

1 Type of Works : Flood protection works of river banks.
5 Total number of Packages : 2 (Two) Nos.
4 Estimated Cost : Rs. 304.07 lakhs to Rs 690.25 lakhs
4 Bid Identification No. : ACEVNB / HID-06 / 2026-27, ACEVNB / 

HID-07 / 2026-27
5 Period of completion : 12 (Twelve) months to 12 (Twelve) 

months
6 Availability & submission 

of bids online
: From 11.00 AM of 10.09.2026 to 5.00 

PM of 29.09.2026. 
7 Date of Opening of Tech-

nical Bids
: 30.09.2026 at 11.00 AM. in the, O/O 

the Additional Chief Engineer, Vansad-
hara Nagabali Basin, Paralakhemundi.

8 Procurement Officer : Additional Chief Engineer Vansadhara 
Nagabaili Basin, Paralakhemundi.

9 Further details can be seen from Govt. Website www.tendersorissa.
gov.in and any addendum/corrigendum/cancellation will be published 
in the said website.

Sd/- Additional Chief Engineer
Vansadhara Nagabali Basin, ParalakhemundiOIPR-32001/32417/1/26-27/0006

32001/830/2627


