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New Delhi, October 8
Due to its forgiving nature
in commuting death sen-
tences, the country was
witnessing an increase in
crime and this had to
“come to an end some-
where”, the Supreme
Court said on Thursday.

“It is because of our for-
giving nature that India is
facing these problems.
Forgive, forgive, forgive,
you have to draw a line
somewhere,” a Bench of
Justices Dipankar Datta
and Sheel Nagu said while
hearing a petition filed by
Sanjeev Kumar, a murder
convict from Haryana,
seeking his premature
release. Earlier, his death
sentence was commuted
to life imprisonment.

Reserving its verdict on

the convict’s plea, the
Bench talked about the
Supreme Court commut-
ing the death sentence of a
man who raped and mur-
dered his daughter.

“This court (SC) commut-
ed death sentence in a case
where a father raped and
murdered his elder daugh-
ter. (He) goes to jail on life
imprisonment on the basis
of the mother’s testimony.
After some years, the
father comes out on parole
and murders the mother in
front of his younger
daughter. On the younger
daughter’s testimony, he
is given the death sen-
tence. And then the death
sentence is commuted to

life sentence by the
Supreme Court on the
ground that he did not
murder the younger child.
This is the Supreme Court
(which passed the commu-
tation order). That is why
we say, our forgiving
nature has to come to an
end somewhere,” it said.

Justice Datta said earlier
murder case convictions
were based on the ‘rarest
of rare’ doctrine but times
have changed. “In earlier
days, murder leading to
death (sentence) was on
the basis of rarest of rare
cases, because murders
were rare. Is it the same
now?” he wondered.

Convicted of multiple

murders, Kumar was sen-
tenced to death in 2004.
The Punjab and Haryana
High Court commuted his
sentence to life imprison-
ment in 2005 but the
Supreme Court restored
his death penalty in 2007.
After rejection of his mer-
cy petitions by the Gover-
nor and the President,
Kumar again moved the
top court which commuted
his death penalty to life
imprisonment in 2014, cit-
ing inordinate delay in
deciding his mercy plea.
Now, he is seeking prema-
ture release from prison
under the Haryana Gov-
ernment’s 2002 Remission
Policy on the ground that
he has completed 20 years
of his sentence. 

The Haryana Govern-
ment counsel opposed
Kumar’s plea.

Bench: Crime rising due to
‘forgiving nature’ of SC

Reserves order in remission plea of murder
convict seeking premature release

SanjayYadav

Gurugram, October 8
The government has
launched a ‘30-Day Chal-
lenge’ to improve 100 roads in
Gurugram by November 7,
with a focus on comprehen-
sive road infrastructure, clean-
liness and civic amenities.

Chief Principal Secretary to
the Chief Minister Rajesh
Khullar issued directions to
officials of the Gurugram Met-
ropolitan Development Author-
ity (GMDA), Municipal Corpo-
ration of Gurugram (MCG) and
Haryana Shehri Vikas Prad-
hikaran (HSVP) during a meet-
ing here on Thursday.

Under the initiative, 100
roads, each at least 500 metres
long, will be identified for com-
prehensive improvement. The
work will include recarpeting,
end-to-end paving, streetlight-
ing, lane marking, footpaths,

signage and beautification.
Khullar stressed that the exer-
cise should go beyond tempo-
rary repairs and patchwork,
directing officials to ensure
that the selected stretches
were also cleared of encroach-
ments and garbage.

To ensure transparency,
information boards carrying
QR codes will be installed on
each road. Citizens will be
able to access details of the
project, the department and
officer responsible, and the
scheduled commencement
and completion dates.

Khullar also directed offi-
cials to launch a ‘24-Hour
Challenge’ for addressing
civic complaints. Citizens will
be able to report major
garbage dumps, large pot-
holes, sewage overflow, non-
functional streetlights and the
need for tree pruning.
Depending on the nature of

the complaint, the depart-
ment concerned will have 24,
48 or 72 hours to resolve it.

If negligence by an employ-
ee is established during the
review of a complaint, the
amount may be recovered
from the employee con-
cerned, while the complainant
will receive Rs 5,000, he said.

The administration will also
develop 10 iconic roads, with an
emphasis on cleanliness, pub-
lic convenience and improved
management of public spaces.

Khullar said designated
smoking zones would be cre-
ated in these areas, while spe-
cial enforcement teams
would be deployed to ensure
compliance. The teams would
be equipped with body cam-
eras and instructed to interact
politely with citizens. Fines
would be collected online,
and wheelchairs made avail-
able at designated locations.

Gurugram sets 30-day
deadline for road revamp
QR codes to track projects; quick resolution of plaints 
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Chandigarh, October 8
As part of its ‘Drug-Free
Haryana’ campaign, the
state government has
stepped up surveillance of
products marketed to young
people for fitness and ener-
gy, with a statewide enforce-
ment drive targeting manu-
facturers, distributors,
retailers and chemists.

The Food and Drug Admin-
istration, Haryana, conduct-
ed simultaneous inspections
across all districts on Octo-
ber 5, checking 61 establish-

ments and collecting 73 sam-
ples of nutraceuticals, pro-
tein powders and energy
drinks. The samples have
been sent to state food labo-
ratories in Chandigarh and
Karnal, besides laboratories
accredited by the National
Accreditation Board for Test-
ing and Calibration Labora-
tories (NABL).

The government said the

drive was aimed at protect-
ing young people from
potentially misleading
claims and ensuring the
quality and safety of prod-
ucts increasingly used to
enhance fitness and energy.

Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini’s ‘Drug-Free
Haryana’ campaign also
seeks to promote sports, reg-
ular physical activity and
healthy lifestyles. Monthly
marathons are being organ-
ised across the state to
encourage young people to
stay away from drugs and
adopt healthier routines.

The Commissioner, Food
and Drug Administration,
said strict action would be tak-
en against businesses found
compromising public health.
He added that further action
in cases involving the sam-
pled products would depend
on laboratory test reports.

The department also
warned against selling such
products to minors, preg-
nant women and other vul-
nerable groups without
appropriate medical or
dietetic advice, saying viola-
tions would invite action
under the applicable rules.

Govt cracks down on mislabelled
protein powders, energy drinks 
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Kaithal, October 8
In a bid to check irregular-
ities and to ensure trans-
parency in paddy procure-
ment, the district
administration has initiat-
ed a crackdown covering
both grain markets and
rice mills registered for
custom-milled rice (CMR). 

These measures include
mandatory physical veri-
fication and counting of
existing stock in every
mill before fresh paddy is
allotted to millers, daily
matching of gate-pass fig-
ures with actual arrivals
in the markets, continu-
ous CCTV monitoring,
and the deployment of

Class-I officers for mandi-
wise supervision.

“Officials have been
directed to provide full
access to CCTV cameras

installed in all grain mar-
kets so that round-the-clock
surveillance can be main-
tained,” said Deputy Com-
missioner Aparajita while

reviewing procurement in
Kaithal on Thursday. 

She listened to the griev-
ances of farmers and
arhtiyas and instructed offi-
cers to ensure smooth pro-
curement and timely lifting
of stocks. 

She checked the moisture
content of paddy heaps
using three different mois-
ture meters, weighed a bag
on the official scale,
inspected the control room
and security arrangements,
and got a farmer’s biomet-
ric authentication done on
the spot. Responding to
the demand of arhtiyas,
she also directed an
increase in the number of
police personnel deployed
in the mandi.

Stock checks, daily audits to check
irregularities in paddy purchase 

DC Aparajita checks moisture in paddy at Kaithal grain market.

61 establishments
inspected, 73 samples

collected 

Police intensify drive against
glorification of gangsters
Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, October 8
The Haryana Police has
intensified its campaign
against the glorification of
gangsters, firearms and vio-
lence, targeting online con-
tent, the music industry and
youth to curb the growing
influence of gang culture.

As part of the initiative,
the Special Task Force
(STF), Haryana, recently
held a meeting with promi-
nent Haryanvi singers, lyri-
cists and music producers
to sensitise them about the
adverse social impact of
songs and music videos

that portray gangsters,
guns and violence as sym-
bols of power and prestige.

The STF has also constitut-
ed a dedicated committee to
identify and review digital
content promoting gang cul-
ture, firearms and violence.
The committee monitors
songs, music videos and oth-
er online material and issues
notices to platforms and
intermediaries wherever
necessary under applicable
legal provisions.

Acting under the Informa-
tion Technology Act, 2000,
the police have issued
notices to various online
intermediaries, leading to

the removal of 67 songs glo-
rifying gangs, firearms and
violence from online
streaming platforms.

The STF has also coun-
selled around 200 youths
identified through social
media as being influenced
by gangster and gun cul-
ture. In a related action, 12
Instagram accounts
allegedly used by terrorists
to radicalise and influence
young people were identi-
fied and removed.

The police have prepared
an advisory to sensitise rep-
resentatives of print, elec-
tronic and social media,
content creators and the
public about the dangers of
glorifying gangsters and
criminals.
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Yamunanagar, October 8
Irked by the slow lifting of
procured paddy, members of
the Bharatiya Kisan Union
(Charuni) and the Arhtiya
Association on Thursday
locked the Market Commit-
tee office in the Jagadhri
grain market and staged a
dharna on its premises.

The protesters warned that
if the lifting of procured pad-
dy did not pick up pace, they
would hold another demon-
stration outside the Deputy
Commissioner’s office.

Paddy arrivals have surged
across Yamunanagar dis-
trict’s 13 grain markets, but
sluggish lifting has left large
heaps of the crop lying in the
open, adding to congestion
as fresh consignments con-
tinue to arrive.

According to official figures,
88,811 metric tonnes of paddy
had arrived in the district’s
grain markets till October 7.
Of this, 49,342 MT had been
procured, but only 743 MT —
a mere 1.51% of the procured
stock — had been lifted.

Farmers under the BKU
banner and members of the
Arhtiya Association reached
the Market Committee office
around 11 am to protest
against the delay. After wait-
ing for district administration
officials until noon without
any response, they locked the
office gate and sat on a dharna.

“Nearly 10 days have
passed since paddy procure-
ment began, but the lifting of
the crop from grain markets
has remained negligible,”
said Sanju Gundiana, district
president of the BKU.

He said the Jagadhri Sub-
Divisional Magistrate and
the District Food, Civil Sup-
plies and Consumer Affairs
Controller (DFSC), Yamu-
nanagar, later held talks with
the protesters and assured
them that the pace of lifting
would be increased.

BKU, arhtiyas
lock market
panel’s office
over slow
paddy lifting


