
 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   27 9 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 30 19 LC
Italy (Rome) 27 14 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 23 18 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 31 24 SNY
Maldives (Male) 29  28 LR
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 21 SNY

Singapore 31 27 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 27 18 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 25 7 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 26 24 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 24 10 LC
UAE (Dubai) 36 31 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 26 24 LR

COUNTRY COUNTRYMax MaxMin Min

SATURDAY  10�10�2026

12 TTP
militants killed in security operation 
in northwest Pakistan of Friday

11 DHARMAPURI

Pilot among  
3 killed in  

airport attack
Saudi Arabia said 

on Friday that 
three people 

including a pilot 
were killed in 

attacks on Riyadh’s 
international 

airport the day 
before, after 

Yemen’s Houthis 
claimed a series of 
attacks targeting 

the facility

The Saudi civil 
aviation authority 

said two attacks on 
Thursday on the 
Saudi capital’s 
airport and a 

Saudia airlines 
plane there 

“resulted in the 
martyrdom of three 

citizens”. The 
national flag carrier 

confirmed the 
death of the 

aircraft’s captain, 
expressing 

“profound sadness”

Pakistan Prime 
Minister Shehbaz 

Sharif condemned 
the attacks 

targeting Saudi 
airports, 

reaffirming 
Islamabad’s 
“unwavering 

solidarity” with 
Riyadh and backing 
the kingdom’s right 

to defend its 
territory 

Iran says it struck tanker transiting 
Strait of Hormuz via ‘illegal route’
Separate report claims fire aboard a ship off UAE coast sparked by unknown projectile

TEHRAN

IRAN’S Revolutionary Guards said on Fri-
day that they had struck a tanker attempting 
to take an “illegal route” through the Strait 
of  Hormuz, which Tehran has sought to 
blockade since the outset of  the Middle East 
war. Maritime trackers also reported on Fri-
day that an unknown projectile sparked a 
fire aboard a ship off  the UAE coast, but 
named a different vessel.

In a statement carried by official media, 
the Guards said Iranian forces “have taken 
control of  the administration of  the strait”.

“In carrying out this mission, a few hours 
ago, a giant LPG carrier named NV Sun-
shine, owned by NatWit, which was attempt-
ing to transit via the illegal route south of  
the Strait of  Hormuz, was struck,” the 
Guards said in the statement.

Iran has attempted to impose its control 
over the Hormuz over the course of  the war, 
insisting that vessels seek its permission to 
cross via its preferred routes.

However, ships have in-
creasingly been willing to 
risk transiting via an alter-
native route hugging the 
strait’s southern coast.

Britain’s UKMTO mari-
time agency said on Friday 
that a ship 13 nautical miles 
(24 kilometres) off  the UAE’s Al Jazeera Al 
Hamra, southwest of  the strait, was struck 
by a projectile, which caused a fire on board. 
“Status of  the crew, damage assessment and 
environmental impact are unknown at 
present. Authorities are investigating,” UK-
MTO said in a statement.

British security firm Vanguard also re-
ported the incident, and identified the vessel 
as the Panama-flagged crude tanker GEM 
NO.2. The incident comes days after a tanker 
was hit off  Qatar, around 500 kilometres west 
of  the vital strait.

Ships in the Gulf  and those attempting to 
transit the strait — the only maritime route 
in or out of  the oil-rich region — have come 
under repeated attack since the US and Is-
rael sparked the Middle East war in late Feb-
ruary. Iran has blockaded the strait ever 
since, though some vessels do manage to 
cross, and US media has reported on Ameri-
can military efforts to protect ships on the 
southern route. AFP

Yemen forces launch op  
to retake Bab al-Mandab
SANAA

A Yemeni military source 
said Friday that government 
forces backed by Saudi Ara-
bia had launched an opera-
tion to recapture the strategic 
Bab al-Mandab strait.

While a Saudi diplomat said 
that the Riyadh-backed forces 
had successfully captured the 
strait, a military source on 
the ground speaking before 
the diplomat’s statement con-
tradicted that account, saying 
fighting was ongoing.

The military source within 
the government confirmed to 
AFP that government forces 
had launched a “major opera-
tion” in the strait region, sup-
ported by Saudi air power.

But the source added that 
“fighting is fierce and advanc-
es are limited”.

Houthi-af filiated news 
agency Saba on Friday said 
an attack by government forc-
es south of  the strait had been 

repelled.
The Saudi ambassador to 

Yemen, Mohammed al-Jaber, 
later wrote on X that “Bab al-
Mandab has been liberated 
from the last elements of  the 
Houthi terrorist militia”, 
without providing evidence.

The Houthis, who are fight-
ing the Saudi-backed, inter-
nationally recognised govern-
ment, seized the coastline 
alongside crucial trade route 
during a lightning offensive 
last month, extending their 
control over all of  Yemen’s 
Red Sea coast.

Yemeni government forces 
have been attempting for sev-
eral days to retake coastal ter-
ritory captured by the pro-
Iranian fighters.

The chokepoint, which sits 
at the southern tip of  the Red 
Sea, has become vital for 
Saudi oil exports during the 
Middle East war as Iran 
blockades the Strait of  
Hormuz. AFP

Supporters of the Houthi authorities brandish their 
weapons during a protest against Saudi intervention in 
Yemen, in Sanaa on Friday |  AFP

Iran, Russia planted 
fake articles in US 
papers using AI
WASHINGTON 

OPENAI on Thursday said it shut down two 
major influence operations — from Russia and 
Iran — that used ChatGPT to push fake jour-
nalist personas and run a “think-tank” to cov-
ertly peddle anti-war and anti-Ukraine 
propaganda.

OpenAI’s report is the latest illustration of  
how state actors can easily exploit widely 
available AI tools to peddle sophisticated prop-
aganda against adversaries on a mass scale.

The American AI giant said it banned a clus-
ter of  ChatGPT accounts that originated in 
Russia and Iran and were used to support 
“false front” entities for geopolitical and con-
flict-related messaging.

The Iranian operation involved seven “jour-
nalist” profiles, each purporting to be from 
Western countries including the United States, 
that were used to plant long-form articles in 
media outlets around the world, including in 
the US.

For instance, an opinion piece in the Port St 
Joe Star, a tiny Florida weekly newspaper, 
warned last month “The bill will follow Amer-
icans beyond the fighting itself”. The article 
ran under the byline Ervin Hoskins, which 
has also appeared on articles critical of  the 
Iran war in other publications including Daily 
Kos and Middle East Monitor, which together 
have more than 3 million followers on 
Facebook.

“We identified almost 100 articles published 
or syndicated under the operation’s bylines 
across roughly a dozen online outlets around 
the world,” OpenAI said. “These were small to 
medium outlets, generally focused on interna-
tional affairs, geopolitics, and events in the 
Middle East.”  Agencies

US imposes sanctions on 
ICC, hours after Nobel 
award to its former judge 
WASHINGTON

THE United States on Friday 
imposed sanctions on the In-
ternational Criminal Court, 
vowing to cripple the tribunal’s 
operations just hours after the 
Nobel Peace Prize went to a 
former ICC judge who warned 
of  mounting political attacks 
on the court.

Secretary of  State Marco Ru-
bio said Washington would ban 
transactions with what he 
called a “rogue court,” escalat-
ing a long-running campaign 
by President Donald Trump’s 
administration against the 
Hague-based tribunal.

“Either the ICC will end its 
threats, or we will end the ICC,” 
Rubio said in a statement.

The court rejected the US 
sanctions as an attack on inter-
national law and warned in a 
statement that “history will 
judge this moment”.

The move came on the same 
day the Norwegian Nobel Com-
mittee awarded the peace prize 
to South Africa’s Navi Pillay, 
an 85-year-old jurist who head-
ed the Rwanda genocide tribu-
nal, served on the ICC and later 
led a UN commission that ac-
cused Israel of  genocide in 
Gaza.

Rubio’s statement did not 

mention Pillay or the Nobel 
award. Instead, he said the 
sanctions were needed to pro-
tect security personnel and 
elected officials from prosecu-
tion by a court the United 
States has never joined.

“President Trump will never 
al low the  Inter national 
Criminal Court to prosecute 
Americans,” Rubio said, 
adding that the measures 
would cut off  the court’s 
resources and cripple “its 
ability to operate.”

The top US diplomat said 
Washington had for more than 
a year spelled out “basic 
gestures of  good faith” it 
expected from the court, and 
had held off  on the designation 
in hopes that the ICC or its 
member states would change 
course. AFP

Marco Rubio 

NUREMBERG TRIALS INSPIRED  
PILLAY’S PURSUIT OF JUSTICE

OSLO

WHEN Navi Pillay learnt on 
Friday that she had won the 
2026 Nobel Peace Prize, she 
was in Courtroom 600 in Nu-
remberg, Germany, where 
Nazi leaders were tried after 
World War II.

The coincidence brought 
her career full circle. As a 
student at the University of  
Natal in apartheid-era South 
Africa, Pillay came across 
transcripts of  the Nurem-
berg trials. They captivated 
her with the idea that indi-
viduals could be held ac-
countable for grave crimes 
through an international 
system of  justice.

“Perhaps it was meant to 
be that I was in this historic 
courtroom, 600, where the 
Nuremberg trials were held, 
when the announcement was 
made and I was informed of  
the award,” Pillay, a South 
African jurist of  Indian ori-
gin, said after Friday’s an-
nouncement by Nobel panel.

The 85-year-old jurist dedi-
cated the prize to survivors 
of  international crimes and 
those working to advance in-
ternational justice, saying 
their “compassion and cour-
age continue to ensure that 
impunity will not be allowed 
to reign”. 

“We are living through an 
era when international law 
and human rights are under 
significant political attack,” 
she said, pointing to attacks 
on the International Crimi-
nal Court (ICC) and warning 
that efforts to weaken inter-
national criminal justice 
risked undoing progress 
made since the Nuremberg 
trials.

“They risk returning us to 
a world in which power rath-
er than law determines 
whose suffering matters,” 
she said.

The Norwegian Nobel 

Committee said the 2026 prize 
recognised Pillay’s efforts to 
promote peace and interna-
tional law.

One of  her most recent 
roles was chairing the UN In-
dependent International 
Commission of  Inquiry on 
the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Je-
rusalem, and Israel. 

In September 2025, the 
commission concluded that 
Israeli authorities and secu-
rity forces had committed 
and were continuing to com-
mit genocide against Pales-
tinians in Gaza.  AFP

File photo shows Navanethem Pillay visiting Al- Daraj Elementary Co-ed 
UNRWA school in Gaza City in February 2011 |  AP

F.No.M/8735/2025-OM-Engineering Section

PUDUCHERRY-5

On behalf of the Oulgaret Municipal Council, online tenders are 
invited under two bid system for “Sterilization, Animal Birth Control 
(ABC), Anti Rabies Vaccination (ARV) and De-worming including, 
catching / rescue, post-operative care, releasing etc. complete 
for stray dogs in Oulgaret Municipality areas (Re-tender)” up 
to 3.30 P.M. on 03.11.2026. The terms & conditions and N.I.T. can 
be downloaded from the website https://pudutenders.gov.in the 
tender Notice & N.I.T. may also be viewed in the https://py.gov.in  
and www.oulmun.in (R.ARUN AYAVOU)

COMMISSIONER

“Sanitation is more important than Independence” - Mahatma Gandhi

Jawahar Nagar, the 09.10.2026

OULGARET MUNICIPALITY

PRESS NOTICE FOR ‘e’ TENDER

No.225/DIP/AD(PRESS)/ADVT/2026-27
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