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GUWAHATI, Oct 9: Street vendors are
increasingly occupying Guwahati's
footpaths, frustrating pedestrians and
forcing them to walk on busy roads. The
situation at Nepali Chowk near Noon-
mati presents another instance of the
growing problem, with vendors occu-
pying substantial portions of the pedes-
trian pathways and restricting the move-
ment of people. With new vendors oc-
cupying footpaths almost every day, the
situation is set to go beyond control if
the trend is not foiled now.

The daily inconvenience of en-
croachment for pedestrians raises ques-
tions about the effectiveness of evic-
tion drives conducted by the Guwa-
hati Municipal Corporation (GMC).
Despite periodic action against road-
side vending, the occupation of foot-
paths continues to affect the city's
walkability and pedestrian safety.

"Footpaths are for walking, but we
must use the road because there's no space
left." It is dangerous, particularly when
vehicles are moving at high speed," said

Pedestrians struggle for space
as footpaths fall to vendors

a pedestrian at Nepali Chowk.
Another pedestrian expressed

dissatisfaction over the recurring
problem, questioning the lack of a
lasting solution. "The authorities
carry out eviction drives, but the
vendors return and occupy the same
spaces. Ordinary people suffer eve-
ry day. The GMC must ensure that
footpaths remain accessible to pe-
destrians," the pedestrian said.

The issue has also put the adminis-
tration in a difficult position, caught
between demands for clear footpaths
and concerns over the livelihoods of
thousands of street vendors. The Su-
preme Court has a standing instruction
to all concerned that footpaths are
meant for pedestrians, not for vendors.
The apex court further said that the
onus of providing vending zones to
vendors lies with the administration.

A source in the GMC said, "A
few years ago, we identified a few
places for vending zones. However,
due to various reasons, such zones
are yet to become a reality. We wrote
to the higher authorities several

times to ward off the hurdles in the
creation of vending zones."

Last Sunday, Chief Minister Dr
Himanta Biswa Sarma, responding to
persistent media questions about mu-
nicipal eviction drives, remarked,
"Why do both sides attack me?" He
asked journalists to give him a written
assurance that they would not report
negatively if the government decided
to clear the footpaths without any dis-
crimination, leaving indigenous wom-
en and their families roofless.

The Chief Minister highlighted
the scale of the challenge, stating
that Guwahati has more than one
lakh street vendors and that the met-
ropolitan city does not have suffi-
cient land to accommodate them all.
He also pointed out that indigenous
women depend on roadside vend-
ing to support their families. "The
administration cannot be choosy
while evicting the vendors, espe-
cially indigenous women," he said.

Meanwhile, vendors say they are
trying to comply with the restrictions
imposed by the civic authorities by
adjusting their business hours. Dur-
ing a visit to the market area, a vendor
told this reporter that the GMC had
instructed them not to set up stalls
during the daytime and to operate af-
ter 5 pm. "We come around 5 pm and
stay until 9 pm," the vendor said.

While street vending provides
an essential source of income for
many families, the continuing oc-
cupation of pedestrian spaces calls
into question designated vending
zones and consistent enforcement.
As Guwahati works to enhance its
urban infrastructure, residents em-
phasise the importance of balancing
livelihood protection with the need
for safe, unobstructed footpaths.
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GUWAHATI, Oct 9: The Gauhati High
Court on Friday granted bail to Amritprava
Mahanta, the first accused to secure bail in
the Zubeen Garg death case, on a bail bond
of Rs 50,000.

The bail was granted by a bench of Jus-
tice Pranjal Das following a week of hear-
ings on Mahanta's bail petition. However,
she will not be able to walk out of Haflong
Sub-Jail immediately, as her release is sub-

HC grants bail to Amritprava Mahanta

ject to the completion of the necessary legal
formalities. The bail bond, along with two
sureties, will have to be submitted before
the Fast Track Court on Monday. Mahan-
ta's release will proceed after the court com-
pletes the required formalities. Despite be-
ing granted bail, Mahanta will be required
to attend daily hearings before the Fast Track
Court, as directed by the court.

Mahanta was arrested by the Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) probing the death of
singer Zubeen Garg on October 2, 2025. She
has been lodged in Haflong Sub-Jail since
October 17, 2025. She was among those
present at the yacht party in Singapore where
Garg died. The circumstances surrounding
the singer's death have since been under in-
vestigation by the SIT. The case has drawn
widespread public attention in Assam, with
investigators examining the events surround-
ing Garg's death in Singapore.

The Supreme Court has a standing instruction to all concerned
that footpaths are meant for pedestrians, not for vendors.

ZUBEEN DEATH CASE
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GUWAHATI, Oct 9: World Postal
Day was observed across Assam on
Friday, marking the beginning of
National Postal Week 2026 under the
Assam Postal Circle, with India Post
highlighting its ongoing efforts to
modernise postal services through
technology, digital platforms and in-
novative delivery systems.

Addressing the media at Megh-
doot Bhawan in Guwahati, Chief Post-
master General (CPMG) of Assam Cir-
cle Sachin Kishore said the Depart-
ment of Posts is observing National
Postal Week from October 9 to 15,
with this year's World Postal Day
theme being "World Post Day: One
Postal Network, Infinite Possibilities."

He said the week-long programme
would highlight the department's ef-
forts to make postal services more ac-
cessible, convenient and responsive
to the evolving needs of citizens.

As part of its modernisation drive,
India Post is developing N-Gen Post
Offices and Jan Sewa Connect Post
Offices to provide modern and inclu-
sive service facilities. Digital plat-
forms such as the Dak Sewa App and
Dak Mitra App are also helping citi-
zens access postal services more con-

National Postal Week begins with focus on digital services

veniently. The celebrations will fo-
cus on financial inclusion, digital
empowerment, mail and parcel serv-
ices, philately, and technological in-
novation across the postal network.

World Postal Day was observed
on October 9, highlighting the role
of postal services in connecting peo-
ple, communities and businesses. Fun
with Philately Day will be observed
on October 12, followed by Financial
Inclusion and CCS Day on October
13, Mails and Parcels Day on Octo-
ber 14, and Technology and Innova-
tion Day on October 15.

The programmes aim to showcase
India Post's contribution to financial
inclusion, the preservation of postal
heritage, efficient delivery services
and the adoption of technology to
improve public service delivery.

Highlighting another major devel-
opment, Kishore said India Post had
launched Assam's first drone-based
postal delivery service as part of a pi-
lot initiative to explore the feasibility
of drone-based last-mile delivery.

The pilot project was initially
launched in Himachal Pradesh and
Assam. The initiative aims to improve
postal connectivity and delivery ef-
ficiency, particularly in areas where
conventional transportation can pose
challenges. Under the project, 40 lo-
cations in Assam have been identi-
fied for drone-based postal delivery.

In Assam, the selected locations
fall under Hajo Sub Post Office, Na-
garbera Sub Post Office, and post of-
fices in Dhemaji and Cachar districts.
Each post office is expected to cover
10 locations under the initiative.

According to the CPMG, drone de-
livery services have already commenced
at 27 locations, marking progress in the
implementation of the project.

The initiative is expected to
strengthen last-mile postal connectiv-
ity and demonstrate how emerging
technologies can supplement the de-
partment's existing delivery network.

Kishore said National Postal
Week would also provide an oppor-
tunity to showcase India Post's trans-
formation into a modern, technolo-
gy-enabled and citizen-centric organ-
isation while continuing its long-
standing role in connecting commu-
nities and delivering essential serv-
ices across the country.

World Postal
Day Celebrated

GUWAHATI, Oct 9:
OPPO has launched its F35
smartphone series in India,
comprising the F35 Pro 5G
and F35 5G, as the company
marks 10 years of its F Series
in the country.

The new series features a
50MP ultra-wide front cam-
era with a 100-degree field of
view, designed to capture
group selfies. OPPO said it
had sold more than 30 million
F Series smartphones in India
over the past decade.

The OPPO F35 Pro 5G
is priced at Rs 45,999 for the
6GB RAM and 128GB stor-
age variant, Rs 49,999 for
the 8GB and 128GB vari-
ant, and Rs 54,999 for the
8GB and 256GB variant.
The OPPO F35 5G costs Rs
38,999 for the 6GB and

29th Silk Mark
Expo begins

GUWAHATI, Oct 9: The 29th edition
of the Silk Mark Expo 2026 was in-
augurated at the NEDFi House Con-
vention Centre in Guwahati on Oc-
tober 8. The five-day exhibition will
continue until October 12.

Actress and Chairperson of the
Assam State Commission for Wom-
en, Angoorlata Deka, and Dr Naresh
Babu N, IFS, Chief Executive Officer
of the Silk Mark Organisation of In-
dia (SMOI), Bengaluru, inaugurated
the event.

The expo aims to showcase pure
Indian silk, traditional handlooms
and craftsmanship from across the
country while supporting local weav-
ers and artisans. The exhibition pro-
vides a platform to highlight India's
silk heritage and the skills of artisans
working in the sector.

The event will remain open to
visitors at the NEDFi House Conven-
tion Centre until October 12, a press
release said.

OPPO launches F35 series
with group selfie camera

128GB variant and Rs
42,999 for the 8GB and
128GB variant.

Both models will be avail-
able from October 11 through
retail outlets, the OPPO India
e-store, Flipkart and Amazon.
The company has also an-
nounced offers including instant
cashback of up to 10%, no-cost
EMI and exchange bonuses of
up to 10%.

The F35 Pro 5G features
a 50MP main rear camera
with optical image stabilisa-
tion, an 8MP ultra-wide rear
camera and 4K video record-
ing on both front and rear
cameras. It is powered by the
MediaTek Dimensity 7360
MAX processor and features
a 17.22cm 1.5K 144Hz
AMOLED display. The F35
5G comes with a 16.69cm

FHD+ 120Hz AMOLED
display.Both smartphones
feature an 8,000mAh bat-
tery, 80W SUPERVOOC
flash charging, IP69K, IP69,
IP68 and IP66 water and
dust resistance ratings, and
ColorOS 16.

OPPO India Head of
Communications Goldee
Patnaik said the F35 series
built on the F Series' imaging
legacy and reflected chang-
ing consumer habits, with a
focus on group photography
and shared experiences.

The company also high-
lighted its after-sales net-
work in Assam, where it
operates 19 exclusive serv-
ice centres. Across India,
OPPO has more than 620
service centres in over 500
cities, a press release said.

Vendors do a brisk business throughout the day in these
semi-permanent structures at Napali Chowk near Noonmati.


