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‘Join battle against drug menace’
Press Trust Of India

Mann urges youth  
to reject drugs.

MOHALI: Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann 
on Saturday called upon 
people to join the bat-
tle to eradicate the drug 
menace in the state, pro-
tect the future of its youth 
and restore the state’s lost 
glory. Mann urged young 
people to shun drugs per-

manently and embrace 
education and sports, 
while holding previous 
BJP, Akali and Congress 
governments responsible 
for “spreading drugs.” 
He was addressing after 
flagging off a bikers’ rally 
across all 23 districts to 
turn the fight against 
drugs into a people’s 
movement. The launch of 
the final phase of the anti-
drug drive, ‘Yudh Nashian 
Virudh’, from the historic 
land of Chapparchiri car-

ries immense significance, 
as it is associated with 
Baba Banda Singh Baha-
dur’s historic struggle 
against injustice and tyr-
anny, he said. The same 
spirit of courage, sacrifice 
and determination will 
guide Punjab in its battle 
against drugs, he said. 
Urging people to join the 
campaign against drugs, 
Mann said, the fight can-
not be won by the govern-
ment alone and requires 
the united strength of 

every Punjabi. Making the 
anti-drug campaign a col-
lective movement, the bik-
ers’ rally will travel across 
all 23 districts of Punjab, 
taking the message against 
drugs to villages, towns 
and communities, he said.

FASTFACTS

z	BJP, Akali, Congress 
responsible for drugs.

zBikers rally across 
Punjab against drugs.
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Occasion marked 
beginning of  count-
down to state’s biggest 
festival, Durga Puja.

KOLKATA: Thousands of 
people thronged the banks 
of the Hooghly River and 
other water bodies in West 
Bengal to offer prayers to 
their ancestors on Maha-
laya on Saturday, as the 
occasion marked the 
beginning of the count-
down to the state’s biggest 
festival, Durga Puja.

With Mahalaya mark-
ing the end of ‘Pitru Pak-
sha’ and the beginning of 
‘Devi Paksha’, devotees 
began arriving at river 
ghats in Kolkata early in 
the morning to perform 
‘tarpan’, a ritual involv-
ing the offering of water 
and prayers in memory of 
departed ancestors.

The city woke up to 
the traditional broadcast 

of ‘Mahishasura Mar-
dini’, featuring the iconic 
voice of Birendra Krishna 
Bhadra, a ritual that has 
remained an integral part 
of Mahalaya celebrations 
in West Bengal for genera-
tions. Union Home Minis-

ter Amit Shah, West Ben-
gal Governor R N Ravi and 
Chief Minister Suvendu 
Adhikari greeted people 
on the occasion, invoking 
the blessings of Goddess 
Durga and wishing happi-
ness, peace and prosper-
ity for all.In his message, 
Shah extended warm 
greetings on the occasion, 
describing Goddess Durga 
as the embodiment of Adi 
Shakti and a symbol of the 
triumph of righteousness 
over evil. “Shubho Maha-
laya! Warm greetings to 
all on the sacred occa-
sion of Mahalaya. May the 

blessings of Maa Durga 
fill every life with bound-
less joy, well-being and 
prosperity,” Shah said in a 
social media post.

|  PITRU REMEMBRANCE |

Devotees offer ‘tarpan’ to 
ancestors on Mahalaya 

People perform the ‘Tarpan’ ritual to pay obeisance to their departed 
ancestors on the occasion of ‘Mahalaya’.

FASTFACTS

z  City woke up to the 
traditional broadcast of 
‘Mahishasura Mardini’.

z	Devotees reach at 
river ghats early in the 
morning to perform 
‘tarpan’.
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NEW DELHI: They hid in 
public washrooms, took 
shelter overnight in a 
gurdwara and slipped 
in and out of its gates as 
police closed in, turning 
the crackdown during the 
CJP protest in Delhi into 
a elaborate game of hide-
and-seek. As thousands 
of police and paramili-
tary personnel fanned 
out across the capital 
on Saturday, protesters 
demanding the resig-
nation of Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar and the rollback 
of Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) scrambled to 
evade detention, using 
public spaces and places 
of worship to lie low.

One of the most 
unusual scenes unfolded 
at an NDMC washroom 
in Connaught Place, 
where more than 20 
young protesters had 
hidden overnight, hop-
ing to sneak through 
the extensive security 
arrangements ahead of 
the march to Jantar Man-
tar. The group had grad-
ually gathered through 
the night after restric-
tions were announced 
across the city on Friday. 

The washrooms, which 
are locked at 10 pm and 
reopened at 6 am, offered 
a temporary hiding place 
until the morning police 
checks thwarted their 
plan. During an inspec-
tion, police found the 

protesters inside the 
washroom. Some had 
allegedly forced open the 
door to get in. The pro-
testers were rounded up 
and bundled into deten-
tion vehicles. Most had 
their faces covered. Even 

after being detained, they 
continued raising slogans 
and banging against inte-
riors of the police vehi-
cles, their voices carrying 
through the netted win-
dows that shielded those 
inside from public view.

Protesters hide amid 
Delhi clampdown

CPI(M) leaders detained while 
joining protest

Protesters hide in washrooms, gurdwara amid police crackdown.

Demonstrators during a protest organised by the CJP.

At Kerala House, several 
CPI(M) leaders, including 
former chief ministers 
of different states, had 
been staying since Friday 
night. They were detained 
on Saturday when they 
stepped out to join the 
protest. The scenes played 
out against an unprece-
dented security deploy-
ment around the planned 

demonstration, called by 
the CJP and other Left 

organisations to demand 
Kumar’s resignation over 
alleged irregularities in 
the SIR exercise. More 
than 30,000 police and 
paramilitary personnel 
were deployed across the 
capital, while 45 metro sta-
tions were closed and traf-
fic restrictions imposed on 
30 road stretches around 
Jantar Mantar. 

HIGHLIGHT

z Over 30,000 security 
personnel deployed 
across capital.

zMetro stations shut, 
traffic restrictions 
imposed.

A game of hide-and-seek


