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BRAZILIAN 
FACES LIFER 
FOR DRUGS  
A Brazilian woman faces 
life in prison after police 
found 3.6 kilograms of 
liquid cocaine hidden in 
shampoo bottles and 
toiletries in her luggage 
upon arrival on the resort 
island last Tuesday. The 
36-year-old told police 
she was hired to deliver 
the drugs for $50,000. 
Police described the 
seizure as one of Bali’s 
largest liquid cocaine 
busts. The country 
imposes harsh penalties 
for drug trafficking, 
including the death 
penalty, though 
executions have been 
suspended since 2016. 
Dozens of foreign drug 
convicts remain on death 
row across the country.

THAI AIRWAYS 
DIRECTOR 
SELLS STAKE   
Thai Airways director Chai 
Eamsiri sold 45,000 
shares on October 9, a 
week after being 
suspended from his chief 
executive duties following 
a baggage-handling crisis. 
Securities records showed 
the sale was worth 
252,000 baht, leaving him 
with 500 shares. The 
airline’s board suspended 
Chai on October 2 and 
appointed director Sumrid 
Sumneing as acting chief 
executive while reviewing 
its crisis response after 
flooding disrupted 
operations and damaged 
its reputation. Chai said 
he had not received a 
clear explanation for his 
suspension and remained 
on the board.

HAZE PROMPTS 
HEALTH MEASURES 

 Authorities introduced subsidies for 
haze-related medical treatment as 

unhealthy air pollution from 
Indonesian fires gripped Southeast 

Asia. Schools remained closed in 
parts of neighbouring Malaysia. 

Singapore offered subsidised 
treatment for respiratory illnesses, 

while transport workers and delivery 
riders received free masks. 
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GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   27 9 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 30 19 LC
Italy (Rome) 27 14 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 23 18 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 31 24 SNY
Maldives (Male) 29  28 LR
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 21 SNY

Singapore 31 27 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 27 18 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 25 7 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 26 24 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 24 10 LC
UAE (Dubai) 36 31 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 26 24 LR
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2 pilots
killed after Pakistan Army’s 
training aircraft crashes
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Lebanon seizes explosives near Syrian border
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s army said Monday it seized 200 kilogrammes 
of explosives in the northeastern Hermel region, amid efforts to 
curb smuggling from Syria. The explosives were being smuggled 
through an illegal crossing, a judicial official told AFP. The 
smugglers fled to Syria. The seizure follows the detention of two 
suspected Hezbollah members transporting half a tonne of 
explosives near a checkpoint on the road to Beirut. Prime 
Minister Nawaf Salam vowed to identify those involved, saying 
authorities would deal firmly with illegal weapons, including 
their possession, transport and use.

This screen grab taken from CCTV footage shows the moment King Khalid 
International Airport in Riyadh was hit by a Houthi strike on October 10, 2026 |  AFP

Iran distances itself from Houthi 
strikes, voices concern, urges talks

TEHRAN

IRAN said on Monday it was 
“deeply concerned” by escalat-
ing attacks between Yemen’s 
Tehran-backed Houthis and 
Saudi Arabia, after 14 people 
died in two days of  strikes on 
Riyadh’s airport. 

“We are deeply concerned 
about the developments taking 
place in the Arabian Peninsu-
la,” foreign ministry spokesman 
Esmaeil Baqaei told a weekly 
press conference, adding that 
Tehran was ready “to help fa-
cilitate dialogue between the 
parties as the escalation will 
only benefit the Israeli regime”. 
A Houthi strike on Riyadh’s in-
ternational airport on Sunday 
killed one person and wounded 
11 others, a day after 13 died in 
the deadliest strike on Saudi 
soil in more than a decade.

“We absolutely do not want 
hostilities and war to continue 
between two Islamic countries,” 
Baqaei said, urging the parties 

to resolve the situation “through 
dialogue and engagement”. The 
Houthis are part of  Iran’s “Axis 
of  Resistance”, which includes 
Hezbollah and Iraqi Shiite 
armed groups opposed to Israel.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
said they struck a vessel on Mon-
day that was attempting to cross 
the Strait of  Hormuz, a water-
way that is crucial to global en-
ergy flows. The Guards’ navy 
said in a statement published on 
the force’s news platform, Sepah 
News, that “a supertanker, was 
hit in the Strait of  Hormuz and 
caught fire”.  The ship targeted 
on Monday had tried to sail 
through the area “by disabling 
its transponders” and “by ignor-
ing warnings from the Guards’ 
Navy”, the statement said.

Meanwhile, Britain’s Prime 
Minister Andy Burnham said 
Monday that Iran’s Revolution-
ary Guards “almost certainly 
directed” a major scare at a UK 
airbase used by the US military 
for its war in Iran.  AFP

RIYADH

SAUDI Arabia vowed a “seri-
ous” response Monday after 
Houthi attacks on airports 
killed at least 18 people, includ-
ing 13 at Riyadh’s King Khalid 
International Airport, and 
wounded hundreds.

Energy Minister Prince Ab-
dulaziz bin Salman said the at-
tacks had tested the kingdom’s 
infrastructure and resilience. 
“The events of  recent 
weeks are serious, 
our response must be 
equally serious,” he 
t o l d  a n  e n e r g y 
conference.

Air ops suspended 
Saudi authorities extended the 
suspension of  operations at Riy-
adh airport to verify the safety 
of  its facilities.  An aviation 
source told AFP that operations 
would remain halted until at 
least Thursday, with damage re-
ported to terminals, radar and 

communications equipment.  
Etihad Airways cancelled flights 
to and from Riyadh until next 
week, while Bahrain’s Gulf  Air 
suspended its Riyadh flights un-
til Saturday.  Saudi authorities 
also suspended transport serv-
ices to three metro stations serv-
ing the airport. Footage showed 
an explosion tearing through 
the airport lounge, raining flam-
ing debris on pilgrims.

Probe into failures
Saudi Arabia has 
launched an investi-
gation into how its air 
defences failed to in-
tercept missiles and 
drones fired by Yem-

en’s Iran-backed Houthis, two 
regional officials told AP. 

The US embassy in Saudi 
Arabia urged American citi-
zens to exercise extreme cau-
tion at airports and said US 
government employees needed 
special authorisation to use 
them.  Agencies

Saudi Arabia plans response 
after Riyadh airport attack

Zelenskyy doubtful on Russian 
acceptance of ‘energy ceasefire’
KYIV

RUSSIA does not want to accept 
an “energy ceasefire” in Ukraine 
announced by Donald Trump, 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said, accusing Moscow of  at-
tacking six sites Monday. Zelen-
skyy earlier promised to re-
spond if  Russia refused to agree 
to the truce, as Moscow indicat-
ed it would not adhere to the 
Trump’s calls for a pause in at-
tacks on power infrastructure.

Trump sowed confusion on 

Sunday with a surprise an-
nouncement on his Truth So-
cial network that there was an 
agreement on both sides to end 
their punishing long-range 
strikes on power plants and oil 
refineries. “It is increasingly 
evident that Russia is unwill-
ing to accept an energy cease-
fire proposed by the United 
States,” Zelenskyy said on so-
cial media. “Today alone, the 
Russians have attacked six en-
ergy facilities in Ukraine. Thir-
ty-three people were wounded 

across the country,” he added.
Zelenskyy had said Ukraine 

would back the ceasefire.
“If  Russia does not agree to 

an energy ceasefire, we will re-
spond,” he told the Warsaw Se-
curity Conference. Moscow has 
refused to say if  an “energy 
ceasefire” was in place and ap-
peared to reject Zelenskyy’s of-
fer of  a 60-day pause in hostili-
ties for elections to be held in 
Ukraine — which both the 
Kremlin and the White House 
have demanded.  AFP


