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45-year wait of generations ends: Elampra’s school 
dream reaches classrooms after Supreme Court battle 
L A K S H M I  A T H I R A  @Malappuram

FOR FOUR-and-a-half  decades, the peo-
ple of  Elampra, a small village near 
Manjeri, did not stop asking for what 
many communities take for granted - a 
school within walking distance of  
home.

They knocked on government office 
doors, met officials, approached statu-
tory commissions and, eventually, 
walked into courtrooms. When the bat-
tle moved from the High Court to the 
Supreme Court, the dream of  a small 
LP school had become a 45-year-old 
promise carried by generations.

On Wednesday, that wait finally came 
to an end. The General Education De-
partment gave the green signal to estab-
lish an LP school at Elampra, on the 
border of  Manjeri municipality and 
Thrikkalangode panchayat. For the 
residents who had kept the demand 
alive since the 1980s, the government 
order marks not merely the sanction of  
a school, but the culmination of  a strug-
gle that began with a one-acre plot 
bought through the collective savings of  
ordinary families.

The story of  Elampra’s school began 
in 1983, when residents pooled whatever 

they could afford to buy land for their 
children. The one-acre property cost Rs 
20,000, with the land purchased at Rs 200 
a cent. Ten rupees from one household,
twenty from another and larger contri-
butions from those who could afford 
them slowly became a piece of  land for 
a school.

Some contributions carried a story 
of  their own. The wife of  late Alakka-
thodi Muhammed Haji pledged her ma-
har for the cause, while late Mammutti 
Haji contributed money he had saved 
for his Hajj pilgrimage. Expatriates 
from the locality also pitched in. 

The land was eventually registered in 
the name of  Bahustool Uloom Madrasa. 

But buying the land did not bring the 
school. The children of  Elampra contin-
ued to travel several kilometres to reach 
classrooms elsewhere. With no govern-
ment school within three kilometres of  
the locality, children had to walk to near-
by schools. With time, families had to 
depend on autorickshaws and school 
buses. Cheramkuthu GLP School is 
around four kilometres away and 
Vadakkangara MM UP School nearly 
five kilometres away. 

However, the residents repeatedly ap-
proached successive governments and 
the Education Department. They also 
took their case to the Human Rights 
Commission and the Commission for 
Protection of  Child Rights. Officials in-
cluding the Deputy Director of  Educa-
tion and Assistant Educational Officer 
visited the locality and submitted fa-
vourable reports, but the school re-
mained a promise on paper.

In 2015, the residents decided to take 
the fight to court. A 14-member action 
council was formed under the chair-
manship of  Elampra Thenath Mu-
hammed Faizi. The High Court eventu-
ally directed the government to establish 
the school within three months. Eight 
months passed without implementa-

tion. The residents responded with a 
contempt petition.

The legal battle then moved another 
level. The government approached the 
Supreme Court and obtained a stay. The 
residents did not retreat. In 2021, they 
approached the Supreme Court them-
selves, carrying with them a demand 
that had already survived generations.

The eventual favourable verdict 
paved the way for the government to 
take the decision announced this week. 
For Faizi, who has been part of  the 
struggle from the beginning, the gov-
ernment order is the closing chapter of  
a journey that began when children had 
to walk kilometres simply to reach 
school.

“The school will initially function 
from a nearby madrasa building man-
aged by the Najathuddin Sangham, sub-
ject to obtaining a fitness certificate. 
The government has permitted the tem-
porary arrangement until a permanent 
building is constructed on the one-acre 
property,” said Faizi. “The permanent 
school and allied facilities will be built 
using Manjeri Municipality funds. Un-
til then, teachers will be appointed on a 
daily-wage basis,” he added. 

Ramesh Chennithala  
You do not have to suffer in silence. Kerala Police is launching Speak Up — a dedicated response to 
domestic violence, with quicker intervention, confidential support and continued assistance for 
survivors. Speak up. Kerala Police is with you. For help & support: 1091

Thennath Muhammed Faizi  distributes
sweets to children after the government 
sanctioned the establishment of an LP 
school in Elampra

Tender Enquiry No.41/MM-I/TGP-134(XIII)/O&M/GHTP/2026
Superintending Engineer, Mechanical. Mtc. Circle-1, O&M, GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat invites 
E-Tender for Assistance in taking over leftover manpower, T&P, consumable and 
transportation etc. for the work of routine, preventive and breakdown, maintenance 
(Mechanical works) and overhauling jobs of Boiler Feed Pumps, Condensate Extraction 
Pumps, CW Pumps, Vacuum Pumps, Turbine Aux. Cooling Water Pumps, BACW Pumps, 
Boiler fill Pumps, Hotwell Make Up Pumps, Stator Water Make Up Pumps, ACW Pumps, 
SGDMCW Pumps, TGDMCW Pumps, TG Cycle Make Up Pumps etc. of 2x210 MW and 2x250 
MW BHEL make Units of GHTP, Lehra Mohabat, District Bathinda, Punjab on monthly  
lump-sum basis for a period of Six Months. For detailed NIT & tender specifications,  
please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 08/10/2026,17:00 hrs. onwards.

Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if any, will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in only.

1243/GHTP-78/26/08/10/2026 
1079/12/2026-27/15995

Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001. 
CIN : U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website : www.pspcl.in

Phone No. 96461-17606, Email : semeteringpatiala@gmail.com

WORKS DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,

EASTERN CIRCLE (R&B), BALESHWAR.
e-mail: - seec_bls@rediffmail.com

Government of Odisha “e” Procurement No�ce
Bid Iden�fica�on No. CCEEC- 17/2026-27

No: 6741  Dt: 01.10.2026
Nature of work :- Compound Wall Work.
Number of works :- 01 No Compound Wall.
Amount put to Tender :- Rs.125.10 lakh.
Class of Contractor :- “B” & “A” Class.
Date & Time of availability of bid document in the portal :- Dt. 13.10.2026 
at 10:00 AM
Last Date / Time of receipt of bid in the portal :- Dt. 27.10.2026 up to 05:00 PM
Date of opening of bid :- Dt. 28.10.2026 at 11 :00 AM
Name & address of the Office invi�ng bid :- Chief Construc�on Engineer, 
Eastern Circle (R&B), Baleshwar.

The bidders have to par�cipate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details 
can be seen from the e-Procurement portal “h�p//tendersodisha.gov.in.” 
All future corrigendum will be available on ONLINE mode only.

Sd/- Chief Construc�on Engineer,
OIPR- 34001/34026/1/26-27/0019 Eastern Circle (R&B) Baleshwar.

34001/972/2627

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BARIPADA

E_Mail ID: serwcbaripada@gmail.com, 
Ph-No-06792-261343/261344, Gangraj, Baripada

Office Order No. 5206  / Dt. 06/10/2026

1st Corrigendum to National Competitive Bidding e-procurement Notice
No.4552/Weir on Bridge Dt.03.09.2026 (NCB No-430).

25001/1290/2627:  Due to unavoidable circumstances the impor-
tant dates of tendering process for the Weir on Bridge work Annex-
ure (NCB No-430) SI No- (1), (2), (3), (4), (5) & (6) being changed as 
follows.

Sl. 
No.

ltem Time Schedule as per 
Original NCB

 Time Schedule as per 
Corrigendum No�ce

1 
Availability of tender 
On-line for bidding

19.09.2026 at 11.00 
A.M to 05.10.2026 up 

to 05.00 P.M

13.10.2026 at 11.00 
A.M to 30.10.2026 up 

to 05.00 P.M
2 Date & Time of Seek-

ing Tender Clarifica-
�on if any

03.10.2026 up to 
01.00 P.M

29.10.2026 up to 
05.00 P.M

3 Date & Time of Open-
ing of Technical Bid

06.10.2026 at 11.00A.M
31.10.2026 at 

11.00 A.M
4 Date & Time of 0pen-

ing of Financial Bid
Will be in�mated later Will be in�mated later

All other terms and condi�ons remain unchanged.

Sd/- Chief Construc�on Engineer
R.W. CIRCLE, BARIPADAOIPR-25001/25181/1/26-27/0018


