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A family dispute allegedly linked to an 
extramarital relationship led to the killing of a 
40-year-old woman by her son at Balaji Nagar 
under Kazipet police station limits on Thursday
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Depression-induced rain brings relief to ryots
Downpour narrows the State’s rainfall deficit to 34.81 mm as of September 24, saving critical standing Kharif crops

Y  B R A H M A J I  @ Vijayawada

IN a major relief  to farmers 
across Andhra Pradesh, wide-
spread rainfall triggered by 
successive weather systems 
over the Bay of  Bengal has pr
ovided a crucial lifeline to 
moisture-stressed crops, par-
ticularly those at a critical 
stage of  growth and facing the 
threat of  drying up.

The rainfall has come after a 
prolonged spell of  deficient 
rain that affected agricultural 
activity across the State. The 
extended rainfall deficit had re-
duced cultivation prospects in 
several areas, with some farm-
ers unable to take up cultiva-
tion and others leaving por-
tions of  their land fallow due to 
inadequate moisture and water 
availability.

So far, paddy, the State’s larg-
est Kharif  crop, has been culti-
vated in 12.725 lakh hectares, 
while cotton covered 4.260 lakh 
hectares and groundnut 1.568 
lakh hectares. Pulses per-
formed better at 3.410 lakh hec-

tares, with redgram accounting 
for 2.899 lakh hectares, black-
gram 0.427 lakh hectares, green 
gram 0.067 lakh hectares and 
soybean 0.112 lakh hectares. To-
bacco remained among the 
crops with the lowest coverage 
at 0.003 lakh hectares, followed 
by horsegram at 0.008 lakh hec-
tares, while jute and mesta cov-
ered 0.012 lakh hectares.

Overall, Andhra Pradesh has 
so far covered 24.226 lakh hec-
tares under Kharif  crops, ac-
counting for 79 per cent of  the 
full-season normal of  30.84 lakh 
hectares.

For crops already sown, the 
latest rain has arrived at a criti-
cal juncture. The replenish-
ment of  soil moisture is expect-
ed to help crops showing signs 
of  stress withstand dry condi-
tions and continue their 
growth. The extent of  recovery, 
however, will depend on the in-
tensity and distribution of  
rainfall and the stage of  the 
crop.

The Bay of  Bengal weather 
systems have provided rainfall 

support at an important stage 
of  the Kharif  season. An earli-
er system around the Vinayaka 
Chavithi period had brought 
rain to parts of  the State, while 
the latest deep depression pro-
duced another widespread 
spell.

Over the past three days, the 
State has received widespread 
rainfall, with the average 
broadly estimated at around 20-
30 mm. Canals, streams and mi-

nor watercourses have begun 
overflowing at several places, 
while continuous rain has also 
brought cooler weather after a 
largely warm and dry spell.

Till about a week ago, the 
State had recorded a rainfall 
deficit of  around 50 mm, with 
almost all districts witnessing 
deficient rainfall. The latest 
spell has brought the deficit 
down to 34.81 mm as of  Septem-
ber 24, providing some im-

provement in the overall rain-
fall situation.

Some farmers, however, feel 
the rainfall would have been 
more beneficial had it arrived 
about a month earlier, when 
crops were in greater need of  
moisture and sowing activity 
could have expanded. 

Nevertheless, they said the 
present spell has come as a wel-
come relief, particularly for 
standing crops that were begin-
ning to show signs of  moisture 
stress.

V Chenna Kesav, a farmer 
from Tarakaturu in Krishna 
district, said the rainfall deficit 
had forced several farmers to 
leave their lands uncultivated.

“Our lands are now filled 
with water, but for those who 
could not cultivate, there is no 
use. However, many farmers in 
the surrounding villages culti-
vated their crops depending on 
canals. Those crops were reach-
ing a critical stage due to lack 
of  water, and the present rain-
fall has provided them much-
needed relief,” he said.

HC reserves verdict on 
YSRCP plea over polls
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE Andhra Pradesh High 
Court on Thursday reserved its 
verdict on a petition filed by the 
YSR Congress Party (YSRCP) 
seeking directions to the State 
Election Commission (SEC) to 
conduct local body elections 
only after completion of  the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of  electoral rolls and pub-
lication of  the final voter list. 

A division bench comprising 
Chief  Justice Lisa Gill and Jus-
tice Challa Gunaranjan re-
served the verdict after hearing 
arguments from the YSRCP, 
SEC and the State government. 
The petition had raised con-
cerns over holding local elec-
tions on the Assembly electoral 
rolls with January 1, 2026, as 
the qualifying date. 

Senior counsel Subramanya 
Sriram, appearing for the YS-
RCP, said the party was not 
seeking postponement of  the 
elections but wanted them to be 
held on the basis of  the final 
electoral rolls published after 

the SIR. He contended that pro-
ceeding with the existing rolls 
could result in eligible voters 
being excluded. 

He also said, incorporating 
all changes made up to the last 
date for nominations through a 
supplementary roll would be 
acceptable. 

Sriram claimed that the draft 
rolls prepared during the SIR 
contained names of  around 
15.22 lakh deceased persons, 
7.37 lakh allegedly duplicate 
voters and a large number of  
persons who had permanently 
migrated. 

He argued that using Janu-
ary 1, 2026, as the qualifying 
date was arbitrary and could 
result in different voter lists be-
ing effectively used for Assem-
bly and local elections.

Congress govt widens land inquiry 
involving KCR, KTR & other leaders 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

THE Revanth Reddy govern-
ment on Thursday constituted 
a committee to inquire into 
land-related issues involving 
BRS chief  and former chief  
minister K Chandrasekhar 
Rao, BRS working president 
KT Rama Rao, former minister 
T Harish Rao and several other 
BRS leaders and former legisla-
tors across the State.

The move follows the Sep-
tember 16 discussion in the 
Legislative Assembly on issues 
relating to Section 22-A of  the 

Registration Act, during which 
Chief  Minister A Revanth Red-
dy ordered an inquiry into the 
lands around KCR’s farmhouse 
at  Er ravalli  in Siddipet 
district.

The GO issued on 
Thursday, however, 
gives the inquiry a 
much wider remit. It 
brings under its ambit 
16 sets of  land-related 
cases and issues spread 
across several districts, involv-
ing former ministers, legisla-
tors, their family members and 
associates, besides cases relat-
ing to land acquisition, com-

pensation, assigned lands, 
Bhoodan lands and alleged ir-
regularities in land records and 
procedures. The committee has 
been asked to examine whether 

there were violations of  
statutes, Acts, Rules, 
GOs and instructions 
in relation to the lands 
identified in the GO. 

It has also been 
tasked with fixing re-

sponsibility for violations,  
and recommending appropri-
ate action wherever warranted. 
The committee will be headed 
by Collegiate and Technical 
Education commissioner.

4 killed, one injured 
in K’taka car mishap
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ KGF

AS many as four persons from Pune in Ma-
harashtra were killed and one injured in 
an accident on the Express Corridor of  the 
Bengaluru-Chennai Highway near Mara-
gal under the Bangarpet police limits on 
Thursday. 

The deceased have been identified as 
Navneeth Gayakwad, Pawar Vishwanath 
Digambara, Kiran and Vishal, all aged be-
tween 25 and 30 years. Somnath Kohli (53) 
was injured in the accident.

Speaking to The New Indian Express, 
KGF Superintendent of  Police Shivanshu 
Rajput said preliminary investigation re-
vealed that the victims were from Pune 
and were travelling towards Tirupati in 
Andhra Pradesh.
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Applications are invited from senior professionals for the post of 
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������� ���online mode only through ������������������������� . The last 
date for the receipt of online application is 09.10.2026, 5:00 PM.
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