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22 ancient
artefacts were returned by Israel to 
Greece after being illegally removed
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WASHINGTON

THE Supreme Court agreed on 
Tuesday to hear arguments in 
a watchdog’s lawsuit seeking 
public records about trillion-
aire Elon Musk’s Department 
of  Government Efficiency.

The high court is intervening 
for a second time in Citizens for 
Responsibility and Ethics in 
Washington’s case, which seeks 
access to DOGE records from 
its operations in the early days 
of  President Donald Trump’s 
second term. The Trump ad-
ministration asked the court to 
hear the case.

Last year, the high court 
reined in a district court’s or-
der for the government to pro-
duce DOGE-related records to 
CREW. The high court’s con-
servative majority concluded 
in June 2025 that US District 
Judge Christopher Cooper 
ruled too broadly in ordering 
documents to be turned over to 
the group.  CREW claims DOGE 
is a federal agency and there-
fore is subject to the Freedom 
of  Information Act.

The Trump administration 
argues that DOGE is exempt 
from FOIA’s requirements as a 
presidential advisory body.

Cooper ruled in CREW’s fa-
vor and ordered expedited 
processing of  the group’s 
records request.  AP

US top court  
to hear suit 
seeking Musk’s 
DOGE records

SAN FRANCISCO

SMALL artificial intelligence 
models may be only months 
away from being able to behave 
like a computer worm, copying 
themselves from one internet-
connected gadget to the next 
without human help, AI giant 
Anthropic said.

The finding potentially opens 
a new front in the cybersecuri-
ty threats emerging from AI, 
which have rattled govern-
ments and the companies rush-
ing to adopt the technology.

The research, posted on an 
Anthropic blog late Monday, 
comes as tech companies race 
to build ever more powerful AI 
directly into phones, laptops, 
cars and household devices, 
rather than running it only in 
distant data centers.

A computer worm is mali-
cious software that spreads be-
tween machines on its own. Re-
searchers at Anthropic said an 

AI version would no longer need 
powerful data centers to oper-
ate. Instead, it could run on net-
works of  cheap, poorly secured 
consumer devices such as smart 
TV boxes and kitchen applianc-
es. The researchers modeled 
their estimate on Kimwolf, a 
botnet -- a network of  hijacked 
devices controlled by hackers -- 
that infected more than two mil-
lion devices at its peak, mostly 
off-brand Android TV boxes. An 
AI worm of  this kind would 
likely be slow, taking days to 
copy itself, William Zhou and 
Daniel Freeman of  Anthropic 
said, comparing it to a slime 
mold or a swarm of  fruit flies.

Once created, it would be hard 
to stop, with no central switch to 
shut it down. Researchers cau-
tioned that their estimate was 
rough, but said computing 
power in everyday gadgets will 
grow while the AI models 
needed to carry out such at-
tacks become smaller. AFP

Anthropic warns 
‘AI worms’ could 

infect devices soon

MI5 warns AI could boost bioweapon threats
LONDON: Britain’s MI5 chief Ken McCallum warned Tuesday that AI 
could intensify cyberattacks and increase bioweapon risks. The 
agency has launched an AI Threat Assessment Centre. McCallum 
also said foreign-state threats had quadrupled over a decade, 
naming Russia as Britain’s top aggressor and warning of expanding 
Iranian operations.

Trump’s Greece envoy 
Kimberly resigns  
WASHINGTON: US 
Ambassador to Greece 
Kimberly Guilfoyle resigned on
Tuesday after being asked to 
leave amid allegations of 
improper conduct. She denied 
the accusations, vowing to 
“vigorously defend” her 
reputation. Reports alleged 
she accepted improper gifts, 
threatened a Greek official 
and offered political influence 
in exchange for payment of a 
$100,000 credit card bill. Her 
lawyers however denied 
wrongdoing. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Greta backs protesting French school 
students on another day of marches
PARIS

THOUSANDS of  demonstra-
tors marched through Paris 
and other French cities Tues-
day in support of  protesting 
high school students, and 
against what many partici-
pants denounced as police vio-
lence against the student move-
ment. Swedish activist Greta 
Thunberg, 23, was among those 
rallying in Paris’s Saint-Denis 
suburb, saying she was there 
because “our future is being 
robbed away from us”.

The marches came as parlia-
ment began studying a budget 
bill containing swinging cost-
cutting, and just six months be-
fore voters hit the polls to choose 
a successor to President Em-
manuel Macron. Meanwhile, 
France’s interior ministry said 
that 161,500 people turned out 
Tuesday for nationwide demon-
strations backing student pro-
tests, a higher number than for 
similar rallies held last week. 

Some 41,500 people participated 
in Paris, the ministry said. mAc-
cording to the ministry, the na-
tionwide pro-student demon-
strations on Thursday last week 
saw 71,500 people take part. Uni-
versity students were promi-
nent in Tuesday’s demonstra-
tions, alongside teachers and 
union leaders. They were also 
backed by far-left opposition 

party France Unbowed (LFI), 
whose chief, presidential hope-
ful Jean-Luc Melenchon, was 
seen among the crowd in Paris.

“It’s important to be here in 
the demonstrations because of  
the repression being put in 
place against a movement that 
I find legitimate,” said one dem-
onstrator in Paris. 
 AFP

Activist Greta Thunberg poses as she attends a gathering in front of Paul Eluard high 
school during a protest against under-resourced schools in Saint-Denis, outside Paris |  AP

‘Kyiv received no intel from partners about missile strikes’
KYIV

UKRAINE received no early warning 
from its partners about five Russian 
ballistic missiles that hit civilian in-
frastructure in the capital of  Kyiv, 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said 
Tuesday, as tensions rise between the 
Ukrainian leader and Donald 
Trump.

Zelenskyy did not specify which 
partners he was talking about. He 
characterised the barrage as “par-
ticularly vile” and emphasized that 
receiving intelligence from partners 
about such attacks “helps save lives” 
and is “one of  the most critical is-
sues.” “This is precisely what helps 
prevent people from being killed — 
when there is an early warning about 
ballistic missiles,” he wrote in a post 
on X.

At the White House, Trump told 

reporters that the U.S. has not 
stopped sharing intelligence with 
Ukraine, saying that America contin-
ues to do so in hopes of  bringing an 
end to the war. Zelenskyy’s remarks 
come days after Trump unleashed 
biting criticism of  him, including 
comments that it was time for a new 
president in Ukraine and that Zelen-
skyy has not done enough to end the 
war. The criticism marks perhaps the 
lowest point in their relationship 
since the disastrous Oval Office meet-
ing in February 2025. 

Kyiv relies on US military aid, in-
cluding Patriot systems and intelli-
gence. Washington has alerted 
Ukraine to Russian ballistic missile 
launches, enabling public warnings 
and air defence responses. A Ukrain-
ian official said the lack of  intelli-
gence was a “failure”

 AP

Cyberattacks hit French 
supermarket refrigeration
PARIS

CYBERATTACKS have disrupted European supermarket 
chains, causing refrigeration systems to overheat at hun-
dreds of  stores in France and forcing a major grocer to 
shut down websites serving customers in Europe and the 
United States.

French Finance Minister Roland Lescure told Parlia-
ment on Tuesday that about 700 of  the country’s 10,000 
supermarkets were affected. He said there was no risk 
to France’s food supplies but acknowledged that the at-
tack “touches the heart of  our food 
security.”

It was a wake-up call for everyone,” 
he said.

The Paris prosecutor’s office said 
Tuesday that its cybercrime unit was 
investigating the large-scale attack, in-
cluding the extent of  damage caused by 
spoiled food and possible fires.

Dominique Schelcher, CEO of  French grocery chain 
Cooperative U, said 80 of  the company’s 2,000 stores were 
affected. Most managed to prevent disruptions to refrig-
eration, but some had to discard food, he said in a post on 
X. “Targeting equipment essential to the preservation of  
fresh products is an attack on the French food supply
chain. It is unprecedented, extremely serious, and unac-
ceptable,” Schelcher said. Danfoss said most affected sys-
tems were outdated and no longer received security up-
dates. AP

SANAA/ CAIRO

THE Saudi-led coalition car-
ried out new airstrikes on oil 
facilities west of  Sanaa, accord-
ing to Houthi-linked broadcast-
er Al Masirah and residents of  
Yemen’s capital.

The strikes marked a fresh 
escalation in the widening West 
Asia crisis and came shortly af-
ter a coalition spokesman 
urged residents to evacuate the 
area for their safety. Witnesses 
in Sanaa reported hearing ex-
plosions. It was not immediate-
ly clear which facilities were 
hit. In a rare statement, the coa-
lition urged civilians in the 
Houthi-controlled capital to 
leave the Yemeni Oil Company 
site and nearby storage areas 
ahead of  a possible strike.

Houthis threaten retaliation, 
Saudi airspace on watch
Houthi officials appeared to an-
ticipate an attack on the site. 
The oil company said its stor-
age facilities were empty and 
that a Saudi strike would not af-
fect oil reserves or supplies for 
residents. Shortly after the 
warning, Houthi military 
spokesman Brig Gen Yahya 
Saree said on Telegram that 
any Saudi attack on Sanaa 
would be met with a “firm and 
painful” response in Riyadh.

The area to be evacuated in 
western Sanaa, al-Subaha, is 
on a hill overlooking the capi-
tal. It is not a populated area, 
but the fuel station 
nearby is used by the 
public. 

Earlier Tuesday, the 
Houthis renewed their 
warning against using 
Saudi airspace, Houthi-
controlled media re-
ported. Several airlines have 
suspended service to the king-
dom because of  the Houthi at-
tacks on airports. In a state-
m e n t  p u bl i s h e d  by  t h e 
Houthi-controlled SABA news 
agency, the Houthi-run foreign 
ministry referred to Saudi Ara-

bia as the “Kingdom of  the 
Horn of  Satan” and said the 
kingdom “must realize that se-
curity, stability, and sovereign-

ty must belong to 
everyone; other-
wise, no one will en-
joy them.”

Meanwhile, Egyp-
tian Foreign Minis-
ter Badr Abdelatty 
c a l l e d  f o r  t h e 

Houthis to immediately halt at-
tacks on Saudi Arabia. “There 
is no justification for these at-
tacks, and they cannot be ac-
cepted,” Abdelatty told Iran’s 
Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi in a phone call on Tuesday.
 Agencies

LONDON

IRAN is trying to hit military 
sites in Britain and the suspect-
ed plot to attack a US-run mili-
tary air base in September is 
“not unique,” the head of  the 
MI5 spy agency said on Tuesday, 
as he warned that both Tehran 
and Moscow are expanding 
their attacks against the UK.

Ken McCallum, who leads 
the UK’s domestic security 
service, said Tehran is seeking 
to intensify its attacks in 
Britain.

That has included arson and 
sabotage attacks on Jewish sites 
that Britain says were carried 
out by Iranian proxies. McCal-
lum said another “major shift 
this year has been Iranian ambi-
tions to come at harder targets, 
like military sites.” The incident 
at RAF Fairford “is not unique. 
There have been other examples, 
not just in the UK but around the 
world,” McCallum said. AP

MI5 says Iran 
plot to target 
UK military  
sites not unique

Saudi Arabia hits Sanaa oil facility, 
braces for Houthis’ counterattack 
Attack came right after Saudi coalition told Sanaa residents to flee site before operation

Displaced Yemeni children sit in a vehicle as families gather to receive aid at the 
Al-Fallahine displacement camp in Dar Saad district, Aden, Yemen | AP

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   27 9 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 30 19 LC
Italy (Rome) 27 14 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 23 18 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 31 24 SNY
Maldives (Male) 29  28 LR
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 21 SNY

Singapore 31 27 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 27 18 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 25 7 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 26 24 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 24 10 LC
UAE (Dubai) 36 31 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 26 24 LR
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IT ALWAYS 
SEEMS 

IMPOSSIBLE 
UNTIL IT’S  

DONE 


