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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  D h a r w a d

DESPITE repeated requests and 
warnings from the Hubballi-Dhar-
wad Municipal Corporation (HDMC) 
regarding the dumping of  garbage in 
open spaces and along roadsides, 
many residents appear to be paying
little heed. Recently, HDMC authori-
ties responded by dumping garbage 
in front of  an apartment complex af-
ter a few residents from the building 
were found disposing of  waste on the 
roadside.

However, some people seem unwill-
ing to learn from such incidents until 
they face similar action themselves. 
Evidence of  this can still be seen on 
several roads across the city where 
garbage continues to be dumped indis-
criminately. Some residents have sug-
gested that HDMC install CCTV cam-
eras in such areas and impose penalties 
on those found dumping waste.

A senior HDMC official said the cor-

poration would leave no stone un-
turned in keeping the city clean and 
hygienic. Penalties, as well as the prac-
tice of  dumping collected waste in 
front of  the gates of  those who violate 
warnings, will continue. Though such 
measures may appear harsh, they are 
necessary to instil civic discipline. 
The official pointed out that the major-
ity of  residents are contributing posi-
tively by showing civic sense.

“We have been providing door-to-
door garbage collection services. 
Civic workers themselves collect the 
bins and return them to residents. If  
there is additional waste, such as gar-
den waste or other material requir-
ing larger vehicles, those services 
are also provided. Despite all this, a 
few residents were spotted on Tapo-
van Road disposing of  garbage. That 
waste was collected and dumped in 
front of  the apartment gate. People 
should understand that keeping their 
surroundings clean benefits every-
one in several ways,” he added.

A social activist alleged that gar-
bage collection vehicles do not visit 
some areas daily and instead operate 
on alternate days. As a result, waste 
bins left outside are often scattered by 
stray dogs. “I am not against any ac-
tion taken by the authorities, but the 
service provided should be commen-
surate with the expectations placed 
on residents,” the activist said.

HDMC officials crack down on 
litterbugs, make them pay

Garbage along the roadside near Malmaddi

Athletes from Bethel Group 
win big in sports competition
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  K o p p a l

ATHLETES from Gangavathi taluk achieved success in 
Wushu and Taekwondo events at the Kalaburagi Division-
level Dasara Sports Meet, held at the district stadium in 
Hosapete and Koppal. 
Athletes from various educational institutions in Ganga-
vathi including the Bethel Group of  Educational Institu-
tions participated in the Wushu and Taekwondo competi-
tions under the guidance of  Babusab, a PE teacher at the 
Bethel Group of  Educational Institutions and a state-level 
head coach for specialised sports.

A total of  12 students from the Bethel Group of  Educa-
tional Institutions participated. Athletes who secured the 
first place are Rajabakshi, Kruthika H, Hemanth Kumar, 
Anusha, Aishwarya, Afrin, Chaitra, Danamma, Kavya, 
Mohammad Riyan, and Manjunath. Athletes who won the 
second place are Sanjana, Nandan, Shivarajagowda, Man-
ikanta, Mardan Ali and Sharanabasava. Athletes who se-
cured the third place are Rakesh Nayak, Akshayakumar, 
Karthik K and Manjunath K. Raju Sudhakar, President of  
the Bethel Group of  Educational Institutions congratu-
lated all. 

VAK FOUNDATION PLANTS 100 SAPLINGS ALONG ROADSIDE
Hubballi: VAK Foundation organised an ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’ event in association with 
Vasundhara Foundation as part of the Seva Sankalpa initiative to mark the birth 
anniversary of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. A total of 100 saplings were planted along 
the roadside nala at Nrupathunga Nagar under the campaign. MLC Lingaraj Patil was the 
chief guest. Speaking on the occasion, MLC Patil said, “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam is not merely 
a sapling-planting programme, it is a commitment to honour our mothers and provide a 
greener future for the coming generations. It is noteworthy that Venkatesh Katwe has 
been continuously working in various fields such as education, healthcare, environment 
and social service by bringing young people together”. VAK Foundation founder and BJP 
Yuva Morcha Hubballi-Dharwad Metropolitan district vice-president Venkatesh Katwe 
said, “This programme has been organised to celebrate the birth anniversary of PM Modi 
meaningfully through service, rather than limiting it merely to birthday greetings.”

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Haveri school hosts 
free dental check-up 
camp for parents 
Haveri: A parents’ meeting was 
held at Sri Sharada English 
Medium School run by Sri 
Sharada Vidya Samsthe 
Koosanur. Dr Rashmi V, a 
dentist from Haveri, organised 
a free dental check-up camp 
on the occasion. She 
highlighted the importance of 
dental health and shared ways 
of maintaining dental hygiene. 
Kavita Basavaraj Hadimani, 
former president of Sri 
Sharada Vidya Samsthe, also 
addressed the meeting and the 
institution’s president 
Basavaraj Rudrappa Sudambi 
was present. ENS

Five candidates  
file nominations  
for MLC polls
Dharwad: Five nominations 
were submitted for the 
Karnataka Legislative Council 
elections from Karnataka West 
Graduates Constituency on 
Monday. The candidates include 
Basavaraj Kotagi — independent 
candidate, Mohan Limbikai from 
Congress, Nishanta Bankapur 
from Karnataka Rashtra Samithi 
Party, Jishana Sirasangi 
independent and Kantakumar R, 
also an independent candidate. 
So far, 14 nominations have 
been submitted by eight 
candidates, said K.M. Janaki, 
Regional Commissioner of 
Belagavi Division and Returning 
Officer of Karnataka West 
Graduates Constituency. ENS

 

The EC is “declaring living people dead” by 
removing their names from the voters’ list Prakash Raj, 

actor
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vital role in Bengaluru’s 
waste management

Hasiru Dala co-founder 

Nalini Shekar 
talks about her work with 
waste pickers and their 
vital role in Bengaluru’s 
waste management


