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Fisheries dept issues safety 
directives for boat workers
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kozhikode 

FISHERIES department has is-
sued a stern directive urging 
all boat owners and operators 
to rigorously maintain vessel 
safety standards and ventila-
tion protocols following fatali-
ties at Beypore harbor. 

The renewed safety push 
comes in the wake of  a tragic 
incident where two migrant 
workers from West Bengal, 
Dileep Sur, 53, and Sachin Das, 
27, lost their lives after inhaling 
toxic fumes inside an unventi-
lated engine and fish storage 
compartment aboard the 
docked fishing vessel ‘Tesla’. 

Investigations revealed that 
inexperienced daily-wage work-
ers are repeatedly falling vic-
tim to hidden hazards in en-
closed marine chambers where 
foul bilge water, toxic paint 
fumes, and decaying un-iced 
feed-grade fish accumulate 
over time to create lethal gas 

traps. In April, a similar inci-
dent occurred aboard the ves-
sel ‘Ayesha’ off  the Beypore 
coast which claimed the lives 
of  two workers, Ripan Das 
and Shahabad Das in 
April. 

“Maintenance activi-
ties often result in foul 
odours and hazardous 
air quality in such en-
closed spaces. Newly re-
cruited workers are fre-
quently unaware of  the hidden 
risks associated with these  
unventilated compartments,” 
said assistant director of   
the Beypore fisheries station 
Manoj C K.  

Furthermore, coastal police 
officers leading the investiga-
tion stressed that comprehen-

sive safety briefings, proper 
protective equipment, and func-
tional emergency response 
mechanisms are strictly non-

negotiable requirements. 
As the fisheries depart-
ment prepares a com-
prehensive report for 
the government recom-
mending stricter legal 
enforcement, mandato-

ry regular aeration of  
storage holds, and en-

hanced safety orientations for 
migrant laborers, authorities 
have warned that severe legal 
action will be taken against 
boat owners who fail to  
prioritise crew safety and  
eliminate hazardous conditions 
in marine engine storage 
rooms.

Duo arrested 
with MDMA 
in Kozhikode
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kozhikode 

FOLLOWING a dramatic police 
chase, two people were arrested 
in Kozhikode for transporting 
synthetic drugs in a car. Police 
also recovered 11.90g of  MDMA 
from the vehicle during subse-
quent search near National In-
stitute of  Technology (NIT), 
Calicut. 

The arrested are V M Afnaj, 
27, of  Nochad in Perambra, and 
Rinsha Fathima, 23, of  Kallin-
gal  in Edathanattukara, 
Palakkad. 

The incident occurred when 
Kunnamangalam police were 
conducting patrols in the area 
in  connection with the  
TATHVA fest being held at 
NIT-C.

Phase II survey for comprehensive 
devpt in coastal communities begins
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode

THE phase II survey under the 
‘Snehasagaram’ project, aimed 
at promoting comprehensive 
development in coastal commu-
nities, has commenced in the 
South Beach coastal area of  
Kozhikode. MLA V K Faisal 
Babu inaugurated the survey at 
a function held at Pallikandi 
GLP School. The initiative 
seeks to identify the needs of  
coastal residents for developing 
targeted welfare and livelihood 
support programmes.

The survey is being conduct-
ed in collaboration with the So-
ciety for Assistance to Fisher-
women (SAF), under fisheries 
department, Kerala State Coast-
al Area Development Cor-
poration, and ‘Aksharas-
amudram’ project. 
Student volunteers 
from various colleges 
will be taking part in 
the data collection 
process.

The latest phase follows the 
successful completion of  the 
phase I survey on October 2. 
The survey comprises 22 ques-

tions covering a wide range of  
issues related to the everyday 
lives of  coastal residents. Ac-
cording to MLA Faisal, the cur-
rent phase places particular 

emphasis on collecting in-
formation that will help 
identify individuals 
and groups eligible for 
specific benefits and 
support.

Organisers plan to 
conduct a comprehensive 

analysis of  the information 
gathered through the survey 
and prepare a detailed report. 
The findings will serve as the 

basis for identifying priority 
areas, designing suitable inter-
ventions and implementing 
further development activities 
in the coastal region. Several 
initiatives are being planned 
under the MLA’s leadership to 
address the needs of  senior citi-
zens and local entrepreneurs. 

Through this initiative, the 
project seeks to ensure that de-
velopment programmes are 
shaped by the actual needs of  
coastal residents, with particu-
lar attention to individual wel-
fare and assistance for vulner-
able groups.

Maintenance activities often result in foul odours and hazardous air 
quality in such enclosed spaces. Newly recruited workers are 
frequently unaware of the hidden risks associated with these 
unventilated compartments

Manoj C K, assistant director, Beypore fisheries station 

The push comes following a incident where 2 migrant workers lost their 
lives after inhaling toxic fumes inside a vessel’s storage compartment

E X P R E S S  R E A D

TATHVA ‘26 ends  
with a musical finale

Kozhikode: A musical finale 
featuring Sachet Tandon, 

Parampara Thakur, Thamarassery 
Churam and DJ Noise brought the 

silver jubilee edition of TATHVA 
‘26 to a close at the National 

Institute of Technology Calicut 
(NIT Calicut) on Sunday. A special 
TEDx session featuring Nihal Nair 
and Abhiram Chandrasekhar was 

also held.

2 arrested with 8 g of 
MDMA in Kozhikode
Kozhikode: Two people were 

arrested in Kozhikode for 
allegedly possessing 8 gms of 
MDMA as part of the ongoing 
Operation Thoofan campaign 
against drug trafficking. The 

arrested individuals have been 
identified as Shafil, a native of 

Arakkinar, and Mohammed 
Nishad, a resident of  

Naduvattam. 

Man dies as car  
plunges into gorge
Kozhikode: A man who sustained 
serious injuries after the car he 
was travelling in plunged into a 
gorge near Thazhepalam on the 
Chippilithode-Thusharagiri route 
in Kozhikode died on Saturday. 
The deceased has been identified 
as Sebastian Pulickal, a native of 
Chippilithode. The accident 
occurred when the car went out of 
control and overturned.

Palayam market merchants 
receive eviction notices 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kozhikode 

FOLLOWING a technical re-
port by the National Institute 
of  Technology  (NIT) Calicut 
declaring the decades-old 
Palayam market building struc-
turally unsafe, the recently 
held Kozhikode Corporation 
council has resolved to demol-

ish the complex and issued no-
tices directing remaining ven-
dors to vacate the premises and 
take over shop rooms at Kal-
luthankadavu within 10 days.

 Although the UDF strongly 
opposed the move, the demoli-
tion resolution was successful-
ly passed during the council 
meeting.

Elderly woman killed in wild boar attack
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Malappuram

AN ELDERLY woman was killed 
and three others injured in a wild 
boar attack at Othayi in Edavan-
na, Malappuram, around 5 am on 
Sunday. The deceased has been 
identified as Fathima, 60, of  Par-
ashuraman Kunnath, Kizhakke 
Chathallur. The victims were on 
their way to a mosque when the 

wild boar attacked them. The in-
jured have been identified as K M 
Hameed, V T Muhammad Ali, M 
Umer and P P Abdulamanu, all 
natives of  Kizhakke Chathallur. 
They are receiving treatment at 
Manjeri Government Medical 
College Hospital. Muhammad Ali 
sustained serious injuries and is 
in critical condition.

Minister P K Basheer, who vis-
ited Fathima’s house following 

the incident, announced financial 
assistance of  Rs 14 lakh to her 
family. Of  this, Rs 10 lakh will be 
provided by the forest department 
and Rs 4 lakh by the disaster man-
agement authority. The forest de-
partment’s initial assistance of  
Rs 5 lakh will be handed over to 
the family as early as Monday.

The government will bear the 
medical expenses of  the three in-
jured, the minister said.

 COUNT TO THREE
Wrestlers in action at the competition held at Kozhikode Indoor Stadium | VINCENT PULICKAL 

Shashi Tharoor @ShashiTharoor
This is appalling. @JohnBrittas is a respected Parliamentarian and a valued and active 
member of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on External Affairs. As its chair, I con-
demn the mistreatment of a distinguished Member and call on the @DelhiPolice to inves-
tigate the incident. There are standards of policing in a democracy that must be upheld!
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