
TAIPEI

TAIWAN aims to “deter war” by increasing its defence 
spending, the democratic island’s leader said on Satur-
day, as China uses military pressure to assert its territo-
rial claims.

Taiwan’s 23 million people live under the constant threat 
of  an attack by China, which insists the island is part of  its 
territory and has threatened to use force to annex it. “Our 
aim by increasing investment in national defence is not to 
provoke, rather, it is to deter war,” Presi-
dent Lai Ching-te said in a speech to cele-
brate Taiwan’s National Day.

Successive administrations have 
ramped up military spending as Taiwan 
improves its fighting abilities to avoid a 
potential Chinese invasion — and to 
show the United States it is serious about 
its own defence.

Lai’s government has earmarked a record US$34.5 bil-
lion in defence spending for 2027, which accounts for 
more than three percent of  GDP. “We do not seek he-
gemony, nor do we seek to dominate others,” Lai said in 
his annual address in front of  the Presidential Office in 
Taipei, where thousands of  people, including foreign 
diplomats, were gathered.

“However, peace cannot rely solely on wishes, and tol-
erance cannot become a pretext for aggressors to en-
croach ever further,” Lai said. AFP
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Riyadh airport attacked again, dozens hurt
Panic as Houthis missile strikes for second time in days; Saudi Arabia authorities suspended ops at airport

RIYADH

SAUDI ARABIA authorities suspend-
ed operations at Riyadh’s internation-
al airport on Saturday after a fresh at-
tack there left multiple people 
wounded. 

The situation prompted health of-
ficials to activate a rare mass call-up 
of  doctors to deal with the “serious 
emergency”, a medical source said, 
while foreign embassies warned their 
citizens to avoid the facility. 

The Saudi civil aviation authority 
confirmed an attack had injured sev-
eral people at the sprawling King 
Khalid International Airport, with a 
diplomatic source attributing it to a 
missile fired by Yemen’s Houthis.

A witness heard an explosion while 

boarding, while another saw a strike 
that wounded people and sparked pan-
ic. “I was on gate 403” at the domestic 
terminal, the witness told AFP. “I saw 
401 hit, I saw injured in front of  my 
eyes. Everyone was running.” 

A source at a local hospital 
said five people were in inten-
sive care after being wound-
ed at the airport, saying “doz-
ens of  people were injured” 
in all. 

The relative of  one injured 
person said they had been wounded in 
the shoulders and arms by shattered 
glass, and had been taken to hospital.

Three witnesses confirmed pThree 
witnesses confirmed an airport evacu-
ation. A diplomatic source told  
AFP the Houthis hit the civilian  

airport with a missile around 3 pm 
(1200 GMT).  

Trump weighs joining strikes
Meanwhile, Donald Trump said on 
Saturday he would soon decide wheth-

er to join Saudi strikes 
a g a i n s t  I r a n - b a c k e d 
Houthins after an attack on 
Riyadh’s international air-
port. “We may. We’re going 
to look at it. We just found 
out about the recent attack, 

so we’ll make a decision,” Trump told 
reporters at the White House. “We 
move very quickly.”

Kuwait Airways cancels flights
Kuwait Airways said that it had can-
celled two flights in and out of  Riya-

dh, citing the closure of  the airport 
and the “security situation” there. 
“Kuwait Airways announces that 
flight KU775 from Kuwait to Riyadh 
and flight KU776 from Riyadh to Ku-
wait have been cancelled, due to the 
closure of  the airport as a result of  
the security situation,” read the state-
ment posted online.

The Canadian, German and Spanish 
embassies warned citizens to avoid Ri-
yadh airport after reports of  an 
attack.

Forces advance in Yemen
In Yemen, military sources told, Saudi-
supported government forces were ad-
vancing against the Houthis in areas 
they captured last month around the 
Bab al-Mandab strait. AFP

Don throws Zelenskyy under the 
bus, urges Ukraine to replace pres
WASHINGTON/ MOSCOW

US President Donald Trump on Satur-
day urged Ukraine to replace Volo-
domyr Zelenskyy with a new leader, 
lashing out at him for strikes on Rus-
sian oil refineries that have contribut-
ed to pre-election high diesel prices. 
Trump told reporters at the White 
House that he had told Zelenskyy to 
“do what you want” against Russia, but 
“don’t hit refineries.” 

“He better damn well stop,” Trump 
said, before adding that he thinks “it’s 
time for Ukraine to get a new presi-
dent” who will agree to end the war.

Russia welcomes Trump call
Later, Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin’s top economic negotiator on Sat-
urday welcomed Trump’s call for a 
new Ukraine president, describing the 
US leader’s remarks as “iconic and 
historic”. 

“President Trump joins the many 
who believe that Ukraine needs lead-
ership actually focused on peace, not 
Zelenskyy’s warmongering... Iconic 
and historic,” Kirill Dmitriev, the 
Kremlin’s special envoy on economic 
cooperation, said in a post on X.

Meanwhile, on Saturday,  the Krem-
lin said Putin has told US Trump 
about Iran’s position on a possible 

West Asiapeace deal,   on Saturday. 
The Kremlin said Tehran’s stance 

was relayed in a phone call held be-
tween the two leaders on Friday. It did 
not say how Trump responded, nor 
elaborate on Iran’s position.

“In coordination with the Iranian 
president, Putin conveyed the Iranian 
side’s views on a possible resolution 
to the conflict to Trump,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said  on 

Saturday, according to Russia’s state 
RIA news agency.

Kyiv slams US-Russia deal
Volodomyr Zelenskyy said on Satur-
day that Russia was expressing its 
“thanks” for a diesel deal agreed with 
the United States by attacking 
Ukraine, after fresh Russian attacks 
killed 15 people, according to authori-
ties.  AFP/PTI

Rescuers conduct search and rescue operations following a Russian attack that struck a five-storey 
residential building and killed seven people, including three children, in Zaporizhzhia |  AFP

Anthropic AI sent 
fake murder tip  
to Philly police
SAN FRANCISCO

An artificial intelligence model devel-
oped by Anthropic submitted a fabri-
cated tip about an unsolved homicide 
to Philadelphia police, authorities 
said, criticising company for taking 
two months to report the incident.

The Philadelphia Police Depart-
ment said the false submission was 
made in July through PhillyUn-
solvedMurders.com, a public website 
where people can share information 
about unsolved killings. According to 
Anthropic’s account, as relayed by 
police, the model was running a test 
that involved interacting with ran-
domly selected websites when it 
reached the site and filed false infor-
mation about an unsolved murder.

The AI model presented itself  as 
someone who might have knowledge 
of  the case. The incident echoed other 
recent cases of  unintended behavior 
involving AI models, including one 
where an OpenAI agent undergoing a 
security evaluation broke out of  its 
testing environment and breached sys-
tems at AI platform Hugging Face. 

Anthropic’s breaches have prompt-
ed the White House to mandate that 
AI companies notify and correct se-
curity incidents, news outlet Axios 
reported citing administration offi-
cials. AFP

Taiwan boosts defence 
spending to deter war  
amid rising China pressure

9 dead 
after shooting in Erie, Pennsylvania, 
governor says; suspected shooter dead
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SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING BID
BID REF. NO. F 21( )MD/CSS/PC-I/RC/2026-27/845 dated: 30/09/2026
The Commissioner Horticulture, Commissionerate of Horticulture invites 
e-bids from eligible bidder for Rate contract for supply of low tunnel 
and plastic mulch at the farmer’s fields under Rajasthan Horticulture 
Development Schemes. Estimated cost for the supply of low tunnel is 
rupees 10.20 Cr. and for plastic mulch is rupees 5.10 Cr. only. Detailed 
bid document can be downloaded from the State E-Procurement 
portal http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in or state procurement portal  
www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or department website http://Department 
of Horticulture.rajasthan.gov.in from 30.09.2026 at 6.00 pm and the 
bids can be submitted online up to 21.10.2026 by 3.30 PM
UBN-HOR2627GLRC00124 Commissioner Horticulture
DIPR/C/17349/2026


