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Passengers from an earlier diverted flydubai flight are seen after landing 
at Israel’s Ben Gurion Airport in Lod  |  AFP

Netanyahu alleges 
radicalisation as 
UAE probes attack
DUBAI

ISRAELI Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on 
Thursday the co-pilot behind an apparent attack on a 
flight to Israel had undergone “Islamist radical indoctri-
nation” as the United Arab Emirates said it was probing 
a possible terror link. The dramatic events on Wednesday 
saw passengers reroute the flydubai plane to stop it from 
crashing, making an emergency landing in Saudi Arabia 
before the flight’s mostly Israeli passengers were flown 
home to a hero’s welcome.

“We know that he underwent Islamist radical indoctri-
nation,” Netanyahu told the “Fox & Friends” TV show 
without elaborating, adding that the co-pilot, reportedly 
an Omani national, was being interrogated. The Israeli 
premier said “the attacker, he calls out to the aircrew, 
‘Kill me, kill me,’” making it “clear he was suicidal”.

His comments about the alleged attacker, who the cap-
tain and passengers managed to overpower, came as the 
UAE chief  prosecutor announced on Thursday that an 
investigation had been launched, including the possibil-
ity of  “terrorist activity or intent”.

El Al to repatriate Israelis
Israeli airline El Al on Thursday said it would operate 
special flights to repatriate Israelis in Dubai after UAE 
airline flydubai suspended its flights to and from Israel 
a day earlier.

“Starting tomorrow (Friday): El Al will operate special 
rescue flights from Dubai to Tel Aviv,” the company said 
in a statement. A spokesperson for the airline told AFP 
there would be an update once permission was granted
for additional flights.Israeli officials have called the inci-
dent “an attempted terrorist attack”, though in an earlier 
interview with CBS News, Netanyahu had not ruled out 
the possibility that mental health was to blame. AFP


