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Dehradun: Police probing
an alleged NEET-MBBS ad-
mission scam involving fake
certificates to secure seats un-
der various quotas, including
the freedom fighters’ depen-
dents quota and reserved ca-
tegories, said “admission con-
sultancy firms, rather than
coaching centres, appear to be
at the centre of  the racket,
with no evidence emerging so
far of  coaching centres being
involved in the scam”. Twelve
people have been arrested in
connection with the case.

According to officials,
the claim is supported by the

arrest of  five accused so far
by the Dehradun Police’s
Special Investigation Team
(SIT). Among them, alleged
mastermind Rupesh Pandit
used to run an admission
consultancy firm in Meerut,
while his close associate
Dheeraj Kumar Srivastava
was running a similar firm
in Bhopal. The websites of
both firms claim to facilitate
admissions to various cour-
ses, including medical, engi-

neering and biotechnology.
“In our investigation into

NEET-MBBS UG admis-
sions under the freedom
fighters’ dependents quota
in the state, we have not fo-
und any involvement of  coa-
ching centres, unlike earlier
incidents of  exam paper le-
aks at the national level. This
time, it is admission consul-
tancy firms that were using
illegal means to facilitate ad-
missions for medical stu-
dents,” an SIT officer privy
to the investigation told TOI.

The officer said operators
of  admission consultancy
firms have contacts in vario-
us colleges and universities,
and that both Pandit and Sri-
vastava “knew the intricacies
of  the admissions process”.

“They knew that not ma-
ny students seek admission
under the freedom fighters’

dependents quota. Hence,
they decided to exploit this
and got fake certificates and
related documents issued
from local administration of-
fices,” the officer added.

SP Dehradun (rural) Jaya
Baluni, who is leading the SIT,
said police suspect the invol-
vement of  a gang in the scam.
“Pandit, who was among the
first two accused arrested,
confessed to striking deals for
Rs 45 lakh per student for
MBBS admissions in Uttarak-
hand using fake documents.
We are also probing the su-
spected involvement of  the
gang in facilitating admis-
sions through fraudulent me-
ans in other states,” she said.

She added, “We are slow-
ly connecting the dots, with
more suspects under our ra-
dar. Further arrests are lik-
ely in the coming days.”

12 Arrested In
Connection With

Case So Far

‘Consultancy firms, not coaching
centres, behind NEET-MBBS scam’

Roorkee: An 18-day Army recruitment rally for Agniveer
candidates will be held at the Bengal Engineer Group (BEG)
and Centre in Roorkee from Oct 5 to 23, with around 18,000
candidates expected to participate, according to the Army
Recruiting Office (ARO), Lansdowne.

The rally, for the 2027 recruiting year, will cover Agniveer
clerk/storekeeper technical (SKT) candidates from Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand, besides Agniveer general duty
(GD), technical and tradesmen candidates from seven dis-
tricts of  Uttarakhand’s Garhwal region. Tapan Susheel

18-day Agniveer recruitment
in Roorkee from tomorrow

Haridwar: BJP councillors of  Haridwar Municipal
Corporation staged a protest in Kankhal area over al-
leged corruption and poor quality pavement as part
of  2027 Kumbh-related activities. They also stopped
the ongoing work. Accusing the contractor and offi-
cials of  collusion along with “lack of  transparency
and quality control”, they said that they would soon
meet the CM to raise the issue and seek a probe.

BJP councillor from Kankhal, Bhupendra Kumar,
told TOI: “We’re local
representatives, yet
no agency or contrac-
tor contacted us about
the nature of  the
work. Locals raised
concerns and compla-
ined about its quality.”

Kumar added both
contractor and de-
partment officials refused to give them details. “We
inspected the work site and found substandard const-
ruction materials. They even removed newly built ra-
ilings along the pavement without permission.”

Road widening and pedestrian work are being car-
ried out in the city at an estimated cost of  Rs 40 crore.
The protest took place two days after Congress workers
also questioned the quality of  the construction.

Kumbh Mela administration denied any loopholes.
Additional Kumbh Mela officer, Dayanand Saraswati,
said, “There will be no compromise on quality. There
was some confusion between construction agency and
councillors. But officials sorted it out. We’ve hired a
third party agency to check the quality.” MS Nawaz
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Recruitment Notice No. THS/AN/03/2026
Applications are invited for the BRIC - THSTI - RCB
Ph.D. Program. Candidates from any area of science
and technology or M. VSc. or a Bachelor of Medicine &
Bachelor of Surgery or equivalent are eligible to apply. The
candidate must possess a valid National-level fellowship
of UGC, CSIR, ICMR, DBT or NBHM for pursuing Ph.D.

For more details, please visit our website:
www.thsti.res.in CBC 36308/11/0002/2627


