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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.15 HRS)

Forecast for Saturday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated

places over Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,

Sikkim, West Bengal, Jharkhand, Odisha and Chhattisgarh. Thunder-

storm with lightning & gusty winds likely at isolated places over 

Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Keralam and Andaman & Nicobar Islands
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......35.0...... 25.7 Kurnool ........................... —......33.6...... 25.6

Ahmedabad............. —......34.3...... 26.2 Lucknow.......................15.2......23.5...... 22.4

Aizawl .....................5.7......32.5...... 20.6 Madurai ........................... —......35.0...... 24.6

Bengaluru................ —......27.9...... 20.9 Mangaluru....................52.8......29.2...... 23.4

Bhopal ..................... —......30.2...... 20.9 Mumbai ........................... —......32.0...... 27.8

Bhubaneswar .......41.5......28.9...... 25.0 Mysuru............................. —......29.0...... 20.0

Chandigarh.............. —......32.0...... 26.0 New Delhi........................ —......33.0...... 24.2

Chennai ................... —......37.2...... 28.4 Patna............................39.8......27.3...... 23.6

Coimbatore ............. —......31.6...... 23.0 Port Blair .........................12......30.7...... 23.8

Dehradun................5.4......29.9...... 21.9 Prayagraj......................31.8......25.4...... 24.2

Gangtok ................46.4......15.9...... 13.9 Puducherry ..................... —......36.4...... 27.8

Goa..........................4.4......32.0...... 23.8 Pune ................................ —......32.0...... 22.2

Guwahati ................. —......33.7...... 25.1 Raipur...........................77.3......24.9...... 23.4

Hubballi ................... —......30.0...... 22.0 Ranchi .............................41......23.9...... 21.0

Hyderabad............... —......31.5...... 24.6 Shillong ........................... —......24.8...... 17.5

Imphal ..................... —......31.3...... 19.8 Shimla ............................. —......24.8...... 17.0

Jaipur ...................... —......31.6...... 23.8 Srinagar........................... —......27.9...... 12.4

Kochi.......................3.6......31.0...... 26.6 Thiruvananthapuram .........0.8......31.0...... 25.2

Kohima .................... —......29.0...... 16.6 Tiruchirappalli ................ —......36.1...... 26.6

Kolkata .................32.7......31.7...... 26.5 Vijayawada......................73......32.4...... 24.6

Kozhikode ..............1.4......31.8...... 25.4 Visakhapatnam.............24.1......31.0...... 25.7

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Pithampur,

Madhya Pradesh recorded

an overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 203

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Bihar Sharif,

Bihar recorded a healthy

AQI score of 13

Ahmedabad ..... .27 ..26 33 ... 105 ...135 ......*

Bengaluru ........ .24 ..22 27 ..... 23 ....44 ......*

Chennai............ ...6 ..10 25 ..... 57 ...102 ......*

Delhi ................. ...9 ..37 42 ..... 45 ...134 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .13 ..24 53 ..... 49 ....79 ......*

Kolkata............. ...6 ..30 37 ..... 34 ....33 ......*

Lucknow........... ...3 ..17 30 ..... 34 ....29 ......*

Mumbai ............ .29 ....9 25 ..... 51 ....60 ......*

Pune ................. .15 ..24 50 ..... 63 ...107 ......*

Visakhapatnam .18 ..34 20 ..... 50 ....77 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

With the aim of providing sports enthusiasts a
platform to participate in adventure sports while
exploring various tourism destinations, the
Karnataka Tourism Department will launch
‘Active Karnataka – Run, Ride, Surf and Explore’
on September 27 on the occasion of World
Tourism Day. The Tourism department will enter
into an agreement with leading sports event
organisers and connect them with nearby
tourism destinations.

Karnataka plans to launch
adventure tourism initiative 

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has
summoned Telangana’s Serilingampally MLA
Arekapudi Gandhi for questioning in its
money-laundering probe into Sahiti Infratec
Ventures India Private Limited (SIVIPL). Around
₹2.1 crore from the company was allegedly found
to have been routed through the MLA’s bank
accounts. The ED issued summons asking Mr.
Gandhi to appear before the agency on Monday. 

ED summons Telangana MLA
in money-laundering probe

The Election Commission
of India (EC) o�cials in
charge of the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) have re-
jected BJP leader and MLA
Abhay Patil’s demand for
scrutiny and deletion of
around 2,598 votes in Kar-
nataka’s Belagavi North
constituency.

M. Karthik, Belagavi Ci-
ty Corporation Commis-
sioner and the Electoral

Registration O�cer (ERO)
has replied to the MLA’s
letter, saying that there was
no legal provision for bulk
scrutiny or deletion of
votes under the SIR pro-
cess. He, however, clari�ed
that Booth Level Agents
(BLAs) could �le objections
to the inclusion of doubtful
electors through the Booth
Level O�cers (BLOs).

In a letter dated Septem-
ber 19, Mr. Patil had alleged
that BLAs from his consti-
tuency had identi�ed over

2,598 suspected bogus vo-
ters. He had submitted de-
tails of the suspected vo-
ters, along with their part
numbers and booth num-
bers, and sought scrutiny
of their entries.

B.K. Hariprasad, MLC
and KPCC president, had
objected to Mr. Patil’s
move, arguing that the
MLA had no locus standi to
write to SIR o�cials seek-
ing bulk deletion of voters.
He alleged that the MLA
was targeting Muslim vo-

ters to further his pros-
pects in the next election.

Speaking to reporters in
Belagavi on Friday, Mr. Pa-
til said he had not sought
bulk deletion of voters.

“I have not asked for de-
letion of the names of any
elector. I am only asking
SIR o�cers to look into al-
legations of inclusion of
bogus voters, scrutinise
Forms 6 and 7 submitted
by suspect voters and de-
lete their names if found
false... ,” he said.

EC rejects BJP MLA’s plea to scrutinise
2,598 votes in Karnataka constituency
The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

K
eralam’s consum-
er dispute redres-
sal system is grap-

pling with a mounting
backlog, with 26,668 cases
pending before the State
and district consumer
commissions, according to
a status report submitted
by the amicus curiae be-
fore the Supreme Court.

The report, �led recent-
ly in connection with a suo

moto case concerning va-
cancies and inadequate in-
frastructure in consumer
commissions in each State,
reveals that the backlog be-
fore Keralam’s district
commissions has surged
by nearly 76% since De-

cember 2023, and was
nearly twice that of Karna-
taka and more than six
times that of Tamil Nadu.

Of the total pending cas-
es in Keralam, 22,270 were
before district consumer
commissions and 4,398 be-
fore the State Consumer
Disputes Redressal Com-
mission, as of July 31.

The backlog before the
district commissions rose
from 12,691 at the end of
2023 to 16,877 in Decem-
ber 2024 and 20,437 in De-
cember 2025, before
reaching 22,270 in July this
year. During the �rst seven
months of 2026, the dis-
trict commissions received
6,016 cases but disposed of
only 3,931.

Meanwhile, the State

commission reported a re-
duction in its backlog from
4,505 cases at the end of
2025 to 4,398 by July 31,
2026. It disposed of 675
cases against 571 fresh �l-
ings within seven months
this year.

The report also reveals
that one of the cases pend-
ing before the Kerala State
Consumer Disputes Re-
dressal Commission dates
back to December 11, 1995,
making it one of the oldest
pending consumer dis-
putes in the country. 

Female representation
The report also highlights
that two of the four sanc-
tioned vacancies in the
Kerala State Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Commis-

sion remain un�lled.
The �ndings also raise

concerns about women’s
representation in the State
commission. Citing the
Consumer Justice Report,
2026, the amicus curiae
observed that Keralam was
among three States that
did not have even one wo-
man serving as a member
or president.

The report also identi-
�ed Keralam among the
States where video-confe-
rencing facilities were un-
available in district con-
sumer commissions. 

At the State commission
level, however, Keralam re-
ported 5,180 cases heard
through video-conferenc-
ing between January and
July 2026.

Consumer case backlog 
in Keralam rises by 76%
Status report submitted by amicus curiae before Supreme Court reveals that backlog before

district commissions in the State is nearly twice that of Karnataka and over six times that of T.N.

Sarath Babu George
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

TVK president and Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay on Friday accused the DMK of
covering up the POCSO Act case against Gem
Granites owner R. Veeramani when the party
was in power. At a campaign meeting for the
Madurantakam (SC) Assembly byelection near
the Attur toll plaza, , he asked former Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin to “reveal what deal had
taken place behind the scenes” and criticised the
AIADMK, too, for its “silence”, asking if it had an
“understanding” with the DMK even on this
issue.

DMK covered up POCSO case
against Veeramani, says Vijay 

INBRIEF
�

DMK president M.K. Stalin
on Friday questioned how
many times Chief Minister
C. Joseph Vijay had spoken
against the BJP and how
many protests his TVK had
organised against the na-
tional party. The former
Chief Minister accused Mr.
Vijay of “doing a revolution
against BJP by being si-
lent”, which he described
as “surrender”.

In a post on X, Mr. Stalin
said: “Mr. Vijay says he has
stopped acting in �lms but
continues to act before the
people. I watched your dia-
logue delivery at today’s
shooting in Maduranta-
kam. I have a few questions
for you.”

‘Buying MLAs’
The DMK leader asked:
“Without any sense of em-
barrassment, how can you
say the TVK is a pure force
and the DMK is an evil
force, while keeping Mara-
gatham Kumaravel, whom
you bought over from the
AIADMK and �elded as
your party’s candidate, by
your side? Is buying MLAs
of the NDA even before the
indelible ink on people’s
�ngers faded what you call
a pure force?” He sought to

know if Mr. Vijay had seen
the reception TVK candi-
dates were receiving from
people. “Are you really un-
aware that people are chas-
ing them away, asking how
much money they took
from the TVK?”

Responding to Mr. Vi-
jay’s remarks that the DMK
and the BJP are one and the
same, he asked whether
people did not know who
had rushed in the Assemb-
ly to demand that remarks
against the BJP made by a
Minister (TVK ally) be ex-
punged from the Assembly
records. 

He also accused Mr. Vi-
jay of falsely claiming that
DMK members were speak-
ing in a derogatory manner
about women and asked
him to look at the track re-
cord of his own “virtual
abusers.” “You shouted in a
high pitch that I should
open up on the Gem Veera-
mani case. Did you come
without updating your
script? I have already ex-
plained the matter in de-
tail. You are the one who
has not watched television
or read the newspapers. I
am only repeating what
you said in the Assembly
about the Opposition. You
would have known only if
you had read the newspap-
er,” Mr. Stalin said. 

Stalin hits back at
Vijay, accuses him of
surrendering to BJP

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI


