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NEW DELHI: Delhi Police has 
busted a pan-India matri-
monial cyber fraud racket 
allegedly run from Agra by a 
29-year-old practising advo-
cate, who used fake profiles, 
staged conversations with 
women posing as prospec-
tive brides and multiple pay-
ment demands to dupe men 
seeking marriage, officials 
said on Tuesday.

Amit Kumar allegedly 
operated a fake matchmak-
ing service under the name 
“Shaadi Partner” and delib-
erately capped the fraud at 
Rs 15,000 per victim, a strat-
egy police said was aimed at 
discouraging complaints.

The firm was also regis-
tered under the MSME and 
UP Labour Department, 
while banking channels and 
SIM cards were procured in 
its name, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Central) 
Rohit Rajbir said.

Police registered an FIR 
after a complainant alleged 
that he was lured through 
a website and cheated of Rs 
15,000 on the pretext of reg-
istration, profile access, acti-
vation and contact unlock-
ing charges.

Investigation into the 
complaint led police to a 
current account registered 
in the name of “MS Shaadi 
Partner Com”, into which 
the money had been depos-
ited. Analysis of the National 
Cyber Crime Reporting Por-

tal (NCRP) database showed 
that the account was linked 
to six complaints from dif-
ferent parts of the country 
involving a similar modus 
operandi, police said.

A police team raided a 
fully operational call centre 
at an apartment in Agra on 
September 4 and arrested 

a 44-year-old woman who 
was the proprietor of 
the firm on paper. Eight 
female tele-callers were 
also apprehended, officials 
said. During interrogation, 
the woman allegedly dis-
closed Kumar’s role in the 
operation. According to 
police, Kumar had created 

a layered arrangement to 
distancing himself from 
the alleged fraud. He alleg-
edly floated the proprie-
torship firm “M/s Shaadi 
Partner Com” in the wom-
an’s name and executed a 
franchise agreement with 
Netnexis Solutions (OPC) 
Pvt Ltd.

Pan-India matrimonial 
fraud racket busted

Amit Kumar ran fake ‘Shaadi Partner’, capped fraud.

Press Trust Of India

BHUBANESWAR: East 
Coast Railway has begun 
the observance of Hindi 
Pakhwada 2026 from 
14th to 28th September 
2026 with great enthusi-
asm. The fortnight-long 
programme is being 
organized to encourage 
the progressive use of 
Hindi in official works 
and to create widespread 
awareness among the 
officials for the signif-
icance of Official Lan-
guage Hindi.

On this occasion, Par-
meshwar Funkwal, Gen-
eral Manager, East Coast 
Railway, administered 
the Rajbhasha Pledge to 
Officers & Staff. In his 
address, he gave a back-
ground information of 
Rajbhasha Hindi being 
imparted the status of 
Official Language in the 

Indian Constitution on 
14th September 1949. He 
urged the officials to use 
Hindi extensively in their 
day to day office work. 
He further mentioned 
that the use of Hindi Lan-
guage should not be lim-
ited to just one day.

As part of the obser-
vance, a series of compe-
titions and programmes 
have been planned, 
including Railway safety 
slogan writing competi-

tion, Passenger grievance 
redressal drafting com-
petition, Hindi spelling 
and sentence correction 
competition, Railway 
word finding and signage 

identification competi-
tion, Quiz competition 
and Hindi workshops. 
These activities are 
aimed at encouraging the 
officials to use Hindi pro-
gressively in their office 
work. Hindi Pakhwada 
is observed every year 
across Indian Railways in 
accordance with the Gov-
ernment of India’s pol-
icy to promote wide use 
of Rajbhasha in official 
functioning.
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Hindi fortnight 2026 begins 
at ECoR, Headquarters

Nirvaan Birla’s ‘Iraade’  
gives voice to the unspoken
Press Trust Of India

Nirvaan continues 
to bring a deeply 
personal sensibility 
to his music with 
Iraade.

NEW DELHI: There are 
some emotions that 
never really leave us. 
They quietly find their 
way into old memories, 
familiar songs, late-
night thoughts and the 
words we wished we 
had said. It is in this 
delicate space between 

remembering and let-
ting go that Nirvaan Bir-
la’s latest track, Iraade, 
finds its soul. Warm, 
romantic and deeply 
nostalgic, the song is 
an intimate reflection 
of love, longing and 
the feelings that remain 
long after a moment has 
passed.

Having explored dif-
ferent emotional land-
scapes through his ear-
lier musical releases, 
Nirvaan Birla contin-
ues to bring a deeply 
personal sensibility to 
his music with Iraade. 

Rather than portraying 
love through grand ges-
tures, the track dwells 
in its quieter moments, 
the memories that 
unexpectedly return, 
the presence of some-
one who still occupies 
a corner of your heart, 
and the emotions that 
words sometimes fail 
to capture. With Nir-
vaan Birla as the Artist, 
composer and lyricist, 
Iraade feels less like a 
conventional love song 
and more like a conver-
sation with one’s own 
memories.

Syndicate offered refunds to 
deter police complaints

In cases where vic-
tims continued demand-
ing matches, they were 
allegedly asked to wait 
until a suitable profile 
became available, allow-
ing the accused to pro-
long the membership 
for two or three months 
before declaring them 
expired. The employees 
were allegedly paid a 
base salary of Rs 6,000-
7,000 and a 10 per cent 
incentive on the amount 
they collected from vic-

tims. Each caller was 
given a target of collect-
ing at least Rs 15,000 in 
fraudulent collections 
every month, with sal-
ary cuts or termination 
threatened for poor per-
formance, police said. 
Investigators also found 

that the syndicate alleg-
edly tried to prevent 
complaints by refund-
ing money to victims 
who appeared ready to 
approach the police. 
Police alleged that when 
a victim nevertheless 
filed a complaint on 
the NCRP, resulting in 
the firm’s bank account 
being frozen, Kumar 
would intervene by 
presenting the firm as a 
legitimate matchmaking 
business.

HIGHLIGHT

z Kumar defended firm 
after complaint-triggered 
freeze

FASTFACTS

z ECoR GM administers 
rajbhasha pledge to staff

zCompetitions, 
workshops planned 
during Hindi fortnight.
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Mild tremors

‘Cong’s ‘Mohabbat Ki Dukan’ fuels corruption’

Three mild trem-
ors struck four to five 
villages in Nolai Gram 
Panchayat of Pirawa 
block in Rajasthan’s 
Jhalawar district on 
Tuesday morning, trig-
gering brief panic and 
prompting students and 
staff at a government 
upper primary school 
to evacuate the building 
as a precaution, officials 
said. The tremors were 
felt in Nolai, Barkhedi, 
Khajuri, Napakhedi and 
Awar between 7.15 am 
and 9.50 am. No further 
tremors were reported. 
Teachers evacuated stu-
dents to an open playing 
field, following which 
the school was declared 
closed for the day. Vil-
lagers reported intense 
shaking, with household 
utensils falling during 
the third tremor.

NEWSLINEBhardwaj get 
three weeks bail
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Bhardwaj’s bail plea 
awaits three-week 
conduct review  

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court 
on Tuesday granted three 
weeks’ interim bail to 
Hindutva influencer Swa-
tantra Bhardwaj in con-
nection with the alleged 
assault on the father of a 
student activist during a 
protest at Jantar Mantar, 
among other charges, 
sources said.

The court said that 
Bhardwaj’s regular bail 
plea would be decided 
only after observing his 
conduct for three weeks.

The sessions judge 
said, “Bail is an expres-
sion of the court’s trust, 
and it is not a trophy to 
be displayed.”

Citing a news report, 
the judge said that public 
displays, such as a vic-
tory march after being 
granted bail in a heinous 
case, or a similar display 
virtually on social media, 
do not augur well for 
society or for law and 
order, and they erode the 
public’s confidence in the 
administration of justice.

“Weighing all the cir-
cumstances, the court 
takes into account that 
the applicant (Bhardwaj) 
has been in custody for 
a little over ten days, a 
period that should have 
afforded him time for 
reflection,” the judge 
said.

He said that Bhard-
waj’s custodial interroga-

tion is complete and the 
alleged offences carry a 
maximum sentence of up 
to seven years.

The principal’s con-
cern is the safety of the 
complainant and his 
minor daughter, which 
can be secured by appro-
priate conditions, the 
court said.

It said, “The duty to 
protect the victim and 
the duty under Article 21 
(of the Constitution) to 
safeguard personal lib-
erty are best reconciled 
by releasing the applicant 
on interim bail for three 

weeks on stringent con-
ditions.”

“His conduct dur-
ing that period will 
be observed and his 
prayer for regular bail 
will then be considered 
in its light. Whatever 
is to be decided about 
the incident of June 23, 
2026, must be decided 
in a court of law, on evi-
dence, and not in public 
or on social media.”

The court released 
Bhardwaj on a personal 
bond of Rs 50,000 with 
a surety of like amount, 
subject to several condi-
tions.

FASTFACTS

z Custodial 
interrogation  
complete, offences 
carry 7 years  jail.

zCourt grants 
Bhardwaj bail with 
conditions.

‘No animosity over 
India, national 

interests’
Bansuri Swaraj 

BJP MP

NEW DELHI: The BJP on 
Tuesday accused Rahul 
Gandhi of remaining 
silent on corruption alle-
gations against Congress 
leaders and functionar-
ies, citing the Enforce-
ment Directorate’s action 
against close associates of 
former chief ministers of 
Uttarakhand and Chhat-
tisgarh. The BJP also 
slammed the Congress 
over three of its chief 
ministers not attending a 
dinner hosted during the 
BRICS summit, held here 
on September 12 and 13, 
terming it “shameful”.
Talking to reporters here, 
BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj 
said the Congress’ so-

called “Mohabbat ki 
Dukan” appeared to be 
running a “business of 
corruption”. She said, “I 
want to ask Rahul Gandhi 
ji that on the one hand he 
talks about students, but 
when his own party mem-
bers play with the future 

of the youth and students 
of this country, does that 
echo not reach his ears?” 
On September 10, the 
Enforcement Directorate 
conducted raids against 
Chandan Singh Jeena, a 
former personal assistant 
of ex-Uttarakhand chief 
minister Harish Rawat, in 
connection with alleged 
irregularities in the Gram 
Panchayat Vikas Adhikari 
Exam conducted in 2016.

| CORRUPTION CLAIM | 

Tech survey
BENGALURU: Amazon 
India has released the 
third set of findings 
from the inaugural Best 
in Tech Survey. Across 
Smart TVs and home 
appliances, the findings 
reveal how India chooses 
within the brands it 
trusts. Picture quality is 
the leading feature con-
sideration for Smart TV 
buyers, while energy star 
rating is the top priority 
for air conditioner and 
refrigerator buyers. Flex-
ible financing is equally 
decisive, with 47% of 
large appliance buyers 
saying No-Cost EMI is the 
pricing lever that matters 
most. The findings are 
drawn from more than 
40,000 responses across 
all major consumer elec-
tronics categories and 
feed into selection on 
Amazon.in. They will 
also set the agenda for 
the Best in Tech Awards, 
which returns for their 
second edition on Sep-
tember 18, 2026.

“The first two sets 
of findings told us that 
Indian buyers are increas-
ingly technology-led in 
how they choose their 
personal devices. This 
third set confirms the pat-
tern holds across home 
appliances too. Whether 
it is a Smart TV, an air 
conditioner or a wash-
ing machine, brand trust 
remains foundational. 
Customers are doing 
their own research and 
holding the entire expe-
rience, from the product 
page to the installation, 
to the same high stan-
dard. What is striking is 
how quickly AI is enter-
ing the home appliance 
conversation. 


