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UNUSUAL RISE IN DAYTIME TEMPERATURE INDICATES EMERGING EL NINO THREAT
M A N O J  V I S W A N A T H A N  @Kochi

THE arrival of  the northeast 
monsoon has kindled hopes of  
a decline in temperature in the 
state. The daytime temperature 
had crossed 35 degrees Celsius 
on Tuesday, with departure 
ranging between 3 degrees and 
5 degrees in many districts. 

There was, however, a de-
crease in temperature in south-
ern districts on Wednesday as 
the sky remained cloudy. Sur-
prisingly, the night temperature 
remained around 2 to 3 degrees 

above normal in the past week, 
leaving families with sleepless 
nights. The hot climate also re-
flected in power consumption 
as peak-hour consumption 
crossed 5,000 million units.

According to India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) 
Thiruvananthapuram director 
Neetha K Gopal, the weather 
forecast had indicated a 3 to 4 
degrees departure in daytime 
temperature because of  defi-
cient rainfall. “We are expect-
ing a decline in temperature 
from Thursday as the northeast 

monsoon sets in. The impact of  
El Nino could be one of  the rea-
sons for the rise in temperature. 
As the sea-surface temperature 
rises, it will affect the atmos-
phere too. The temperature 
may decline in December, but it 
will be moderate due to the im-
pact of  El Nino. It is too early to 
comment on summer but it 
could be harsh if  El Nino inten-
sifies,” Neetha said.

Meanwhile, former National 
Institute of  Oceanography di-
rector S Prasannakumar said 
the Pacific is developing an ex-

ceptionally strong El Niño and 
it is reasonable to describe it 
as a potential “Super El 
Niño”.

“The El Niño signal has al-
ready started influencing the 
Walker circulation, so its at-
mospheric impact has reached 

the Indian Ocean. The main 
question now is when this influ-
ence will become strongest over 

the tropical Indian Ocean, the 
Arabian Sea and the Bay of  
Bengal. As Pacific warming ap-
proaches its forecast peak, al-
tered trade winds and convec-
tion may increasingly affect 
equatorial Indian Ocean winds, 
cloud cover and air–sea heat ex-
change,” Prasannakumar said.

The latest NOAA (the US’ Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospher-

ic Administration) assessment 
indicates that strong-to-very-
strong El Niño conditions are 
likely to persist through Janu-
ary–March 2027, he said.

“The developing El Niño 
could affect India’s 2027 south-
west monsoon, and the risk of  
below-normal rainfall deserves 
attention. El Niño creates a gen-
uine risk of  a weaker 2027 
southwest monsoon. However, 
it is too early to say whether the 
2027 monsoon will be deficient 
or how severe it might be,” 
Prasannakumar said.
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Production of aravana 
resumes at Sabarimala; 
TDB rules out shortage
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Pathanamthitta 

ARAVANA production at 
Sabarimala resumed on 
Wednesday morning after 
a month-long shutdown for 
renovation and capacity 
expansion, with the Tra-
vancore Devaswom Board 
(TDB) expressing confi-
dence that there will be no 
shortage of  the prime pras-
adam during the upcoming 
Thulam month pooja. 

The production 
unit will initially 
m a n u f a c t u r e 
around 1.5 lakh 
tins a day, with the 
output expected to 
increase to around 
3.5 lakh tins a day 
after October 20. 
At full capacity, 
the plant can pro-
duce between 3.25 
lakh and 3.65 lakh 
tins daily, accord-
ing to the TDB. 

 TDB president 
K Jayakumar dis-
missed reports 
concerning short-
age of  rice and 
other raw materi-
als, asserting that 
adequate stocks 
were available and all nec-
essary arrangements had 
been made to ensure unin-
terrupted production. 

“There is nothing to wor-
ry about. Everything is in 
place, and production has 
resumed. Around 4.5 lakh 
tins of  aravana will be 
available when the temple 
opens for the Thulam poo-
ja, while production will 
continue in large quanti-

ties,” he said. 
The unit resumed opera-

tions after fumigation and 
cleaning following the ren-
ovation work aimed at in-
creasing its production 
capacity.  

The board’s assurance 
comes amid concerns that 
the shortage witnessed 
during the previous month-
ly pooja could recur during 
the upcoming five-day Thu-
la month pooja. During the 

previous monthly poo-
ja, more than 3 lakh 
t i n s  h a d  b e e n 
stocked, but sup-
plies ran out by the 
third day as the 
number of  devo-
t e e s  e xc e e d e d 
expectations.

The shortage 
triggered wide-
spread protests 
among devotees 
and snowballed 
into a political 
controversy, with 
the  devaswom 
minister openly 
criticising the 
board leadership 
over the failure to 
ensure adequate 
supplies. The dis-
pute was eventu-

ally resolved following the 
intervention of  the chief  
minister.  

The board is also racing 
to build up stocks ahead of  
the annual Mandalam-
Makaravilakku pilgrimage 
season, which begins on 
November 16. It has set a 
target of  maintaining a 
buffer stock of  over 50 lakh 
tins, and officials are confi-
dent of  achieving it. 

The developing El Niño could affect India’s 2027 southwest monsoon, 
and the risk of below-normal rainfall deserves attention. It is too 
early to say whether the 2027 monsoon will be deficient or severe

S Prasannakumar, former director of National Institute of Oceanography

Congress Kerala @INCKerala
Peaceful protest is the soul of democracy, not a crime. Those who abuse power to 
silence students and youth must be held accountable. No government is above the 
Constitution, and no force can crush the voice of the people. Democracy will prevail.
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Probe intensified into Koder House  
fire after synagogue arson

Kochi: Kochi City police are investigating the fire at Koder 
House in Fort Kochi on September 29 as part of the probe into 

the arson attack near the Kadavumbagam Synagogue in 
Ernakulam Market. Investigators are examining whether the 

two incidents are connected following the arrest of Ebin B 
Paul, 32, in the synagogue arson case. Suspected terror links of 

the accused are also under investigation.

Ernakulam group wins NCC inter-group 
Republic Day camp tourney

Kochi: The Ernakulam team became champions in the NCC 
Kerala and Lakshadweep Directorate’s inter-group Republic 

Day camp competitions held in Kozhikode. The competitions 
were held in eight categories — Guard of Honour, Kartavya 

Path, Prime Minister’s Rally, group dance, group song, ballet, 
flag area and best cadet. Around 400 cadets and 50 staff 

members from across the directorate participated. Around 75 
NCC cadets from Thrissur, Ernakulam and Alappuzha districts, 
along with seven officials, represented the Ernakulam team. 

Cadets and contingent commander Major Gayathri K Nair 
received the trophy from officiating additional director general 

brigadier A Rakesh.

Dr A P J Abdul  
Kalam award for  
Dr Tessy Thomas
Kochi: The Public Relations 
Council of India – Young 
Communicators Club (PRCI-
YCC) of Sacred Heart 
College, Thevara, has 
announced the Dr A P J 
Abdul Kalam Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 
Space and Science. The 
inaugural award, in 
commemoration of the 95th 
birth anniversary of Dr A P J 
Abdul Kalam, will be 
presented to Dr Tessy 
Thomas. The award, which 
aims to recognise 
outstanding contributions 
to science and technology, 
comprises a cash prize of 
C1,00,001, a specially 
designed commemorative 
sculpture, and a citation.

Operation Toofan:  
46-year-old held 

with 10g of MDMA
Kochi: The city police seized 

more than 10 g of MDMA 
and arrested a 46-year-old 

man as part of Operation 
Toofan Narco Hunt. The 

accused, Siyad A U of 
Thoppumpady, was arrested 

near Thrikkakara police 
station limits.  The police 

also seized C15,000 
suspected to have been 

earned through drug sales 
and a smoking pipe 

allegedly used for 
consuming narcotics from 

his possession. The 
operation was conducted 

under the leadership of 
Kochi City Police 

Commissioner Kaliraj 
Mahesh Kumar to curb drug 

abuse among students.

Everything is in 
place, and 

production has 
resumed. Around 4.5 
lakh tins of aravana 

will be available 
when the temple 

opens for the 
Thulam pooja, while 

production will 
continue in large 

quantities

K Jayakumar, TDB prez


