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The regional CII industrial
summits held in Visakha-
patnam on Wednesday
(October 7) highlighted
that the Andhra Pradesh
government has placed
strong emphasis on futu-
ristic sectors, such as Artif-
icial Intelligence (AI), ad-
vanced data centres,
�ntech, and semiconduc-
tor manufacturing to drive
industrial growth in North
Coastal Andhra regions of
—Srikakulam, Parvatipu-
ram-Manyam, Vizianaga-
ram, Visakhapatnam, Ana-
kapalli and Alluri
Sitharama Raju districts.

Industries and Com-
merce Minister T.G. Bha-
rath, who led the summit
said that the northern in-
dustrial belt is being syste-
matically being developed
as a high-tech knowledge
and manufacturing hub.
“The State made a region
speci�c investment pre-
sentation. The focus sec-
tors are AI, data centres,
�ntech and semiconduc-
tors,” said Mr. Bharath.

The regional summit—
held as a precursor to the
upcoming global partner-

ship meet scheduled for
November—resulted in the
signing 31 Memorandums
of Understanding (MoUs)
valued at ₹21,495 crore.

He said that the State go-
vernment is aggressively
pursuing decentralised
economic growth through
�ve regional conferences
to foster local enterprise
networks and MSMEs.

Executives from promi-
nent companies including
Fluentgrid, Bharat Bio-
tech, ReNew Photovol-
taics, and Granules India
shared their experiences of
investing in A.P. They high-
lighted the administrative
support, single-window
clearances, and the availa-
bility of skilled talent. 

The government is capi-
talising on the region’s lo-
cation along the eastern
coastline, to develop high-
capacity data centre infras-
tructure to cater to the
growing demand from AI-
driven enterprise. He em-
phasised that the State Ca-
binet cleared investment
proposals, as part of an
ambitious long-term target
of attracting ₹23 lakh crore
in cumulative investments
and creating 20 lakh jobs
over the next �ve years. 

Focus on N. Andhra 
as hub for AI, �ntech
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Need a Manager with B.Tech or MBA
qualification to handle day to day busi-
ness operations in Hero Two Wheeler
Spare Parts Super Stockist firm in
Nellore. Relevant experience is requi-
red. 9100066733.
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T
he Andhra Pradesh
State Road Tran-
sport Corporation

(APSRTC) has plans to op-
erate 5,261 special buses
during the Dasara festival
to cater to the surge in pas-
senger tra�c within the
State and from major cities
such as Hyderabad, Benga-
luru and Chennai.

The RTC on Thursday
said the special services
would be operated in two
phases — 3,207 buses from
October 16 to 19, ahead of
the festival and another
2,054 buses from October
20 to 25 for the return jour-
ney. The arrangements are
aimed at facilitating travel
to native places and impor-
tant pilgrim destinations
during the festival season.
The major festival days are
Moola Nakshatram on Oc-
tober 16, Durgashtami on
October 18, Maharnavami
on October 19 and Vijaya-
dasami on October 20.

Of the total special ser-
vices planned, 1,186 buses
will be operated to Hydera-
bad, the highest destina-
tion-wise allocation, fol-
lowed by 1,053 to
Vijayawada, 475 to Benga-
luru, 440 to Visakhapat-
nam, 347 to Rajamahen-
dravaram, 247 to Tirupati
and 153 to Chennai. Anoth-
er 1,360 buses have been
earmarked for other
destinations.

The special operations
will cover all four APSRTC
zones. Zone-II will account

for the highest number of
services with 2,218 buses,
followed by Zone-IV with
1,118, Zone-I with 1,107 and
Zone-III with 818.

Among the districts,
NTR district will have the
highest allocation of 804
special buses, followed by
Visakhapatnam (416), Elu-
ru (340), YSR Kadapa (318),
Srikakulam (279), East Go-
davari (260), Prakasam
(245) and Kakinada (224).

Zone-I will operate 279
special buses from Srikaku-
lam, 123 from Parvathipu-

ram-Manyam, 141 from Vi-
zianagaram, 35 from Alluri
Sitharama Raju, 416 from
Visakhapatnam and 113
from Anakapalli. In Zone-
II, the allocation includes
224 buses from Kakinada,
260 from East Godavari,
177 from Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar Konaseema, 206 from
West Godavari, 340 from
Eluru, 207 from Krishna
and 804 from NTR district.

Zone-III will operate 85
buses from Guntur, 77
from Palnadu, 132 from Ba-
patla, 245 from Prakasam,
140 from Markapuram and
139 from SPS Nellore.
Zone-IV will operate 100
buses from Tirupati, 78
from Chittoor, 118 from An-
namayya, 318 from YSR Ka-
dapa, 94 from Nandyal, 161
from Kurnool, 88 from
Anantapur and 161 from Sri
Sathya Sai.

Authorities said addi-
tional services would be
operated based on de-
mand and special services
would continue after Dasa-
ra to manage the rush.

APSRTC gears up for Dasara
rush, to run 5,261 specials

Additional services will be operated depending on the demand, say

APSRTC authorities. FILE PHOTO 

3,207 services to be operated ahead of festival from October 16 to 19, and 2,054 buses from

October 20 to 25 for return journey; largest allocation of buses to Hyderabad
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Traditional �shers from six
coastal Andhra districts
have asked for a law on the
lines of the Forest Rights
Act to protect their �shing
grounds and access routes
from displacement by
coastal projects. The de-
mand came at a consulta-
tion in Visakhapatnam on
Thursday attended by 72
delegates from Konasee-
ma, Kakinada, Anakapalli,
Vizag, Vizianagaram and
Srikakulam districts.

The meeting, held at the
Fishery Survey of India
hall, was organised by the
Bay of Bengal Programme
Inter-Governmental Or-
ganisation (BOBP-IGO), the
District Fishermen Youth
Welfare Association (DFY-
WA) and FISHCON. DFY-
WA executive secretary Ar-
jilli Dasu chaired the
sessions. BOBP-IGO repre-
sentative Ahana Lakshmi
and FISHCON president
Surada Rajarao took part.

Fishers described how
changing weather, storm
surges and coastal erosion

were shrinking �shing sea-
sons and depleting stocks.
They sought district-wise
ecological mapping so that
ecosystem bu�ers, safe
evacuation routes and
storm-proof storage could
be built into the State’s dis-
aster plans. Delegates
asked for last-mile early
warning systems that deliv-
er multi-day forecasts and
wind alerts directly to tra-
ditional craft. They recom-
mended linking the alerts
with INCOIS ocean fore-
casts, using NavIC and IoT
technologies, and holding
community mock drills
and running sea
ambulances.

Speakers said ambigu-
ous customary rights left
�shers vulnerable to dis-
placement by industry. De-
legates urged governments
to enact model legislation,
on the lines of the Forest
Rights Act, to legally safe-
guard �shing grounds and
access corridors, with
mandatory prior consulta-
tion before coastal projects
were cleared. Participants
sought support for margi-
nalised �shers.

Fisherfolk seek 
law on the lines of
Forest Rights Act 
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The Visakhapatnam
branch of the Indian Socie-
ty of Critical Care Medicine
(ISCCM) will observe Na-
tional Critical Care Day on
Friday with a public aware-

ness walkathon to high-
light the importance of re-
cognising life-threatening
medical emergencies ear-
ly. The walkathon, will be-
gin at 6 a.m. .

They said the event
would also highlight the
role of critical care teams
in providing specialised
treatment and life support
to critically ill patients. 

Critical care awareness walkathon today
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