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`29.45 CRORE SANCTIONED FOR 
REVIVAL OF SEVEN BELAGAVI LAKES

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Belagavi 

SEVEN lakes in Belagavi are set to 
undergo rejuvenation at an estimat-
ed cost of  ̀ 29.45 crore under the Cen-
tre’s Amrut Nagaraothana scheme, 
with the project aimed at conserving 
water bodies, increasing greenery 
and creating open public spaces in 
the city.

The Belagavi City Corporation 
(BCC) has prepared and submitted a 
detailed project proposal to the gov-
ernment for the revival and develop-
ment of  Ram Tirth Lake, Alarwad 
Lake, Harijan Lake, Muytyanatti 
Lake, Basavan Kudchi Lake, Fort 
Lake and Angol Lake.

According to the proposal, the 
funds will be utilised for water con-
servation, improvement of  greenery 
around the lakes, creation of  air-cir-
culation routes and provision of  ba-

sic civic amenities. The projects are 
intended to transform the lake sur-
roundings into accessible green and 
open spaces for residents, particu-
larly amid the rapid urbanisation 
and shrinking natural spaces in the 
city.

Of  the total allocation, ̀ 8 crore has 
been proposed for the 64.25-acre Fort 
Lake, `2 crore for the 11.37-acre Ram 
Tirth Lake, `3 crore for the 9.69-acre 
Alarwad Lake, `1 crore for the 14-a-
cre Harijan Lake, `2 crore for the 
13.37-acre Muytyanatti Lake, ̀ 4 crore 
for the 5.93-acre Basavan Kudchi 
Lake and `9.45 crore for the 20.88-
acre Angol Lake.

Officials said the necessary works 
have been incorporated into the 
project report, which has been sub-
mitted to the government for approv-
al. Roads and other basic civic amen-
ities are also proposed around the 

water bodies to improve accessibility 
and provide recreational spaces for 
citizens.

Additional works have also been 
proposed at Killa Lake under the Am-
rut Yojana. The lake, which has been 
identified for development for sever-
al years, covers about 64.25 acres.

Meanwhile, the Minor Irrigation 
Department has separately floated a 
Rs 3.10-crore tender for paving works 
and construction of  a retaining wall 
in the Fort Lake area. These works 
will be taken up independently of  the 
BCC’s proposed lake rejuvenation 
project.

The overall objective of  the pro-
gramme is to restore Belagavi’s lakes 
as functional water resources while 
developing their surroundings as 
green and public spaces, rather than 
limiting the projects to beautifica-
tion alone.  

Minister directs officials to 
resolve grievances on spot
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Belagavi 

THE Praja Seva Andolana held 
in Khanapur on Monday re-
ceived a strong response from 
the public, with around 200 peti-
tions submitted on issues con-
cerning various government 
departments.

Public Works and Belagavi 
district in-charge Minister 
Satish Jarkiholi, who received 
grievances from the public at the 
Lokmanya Tilak Bhavan in 
Khanapur, directed officials to 
take prompt action and ensure 
that genuine grievances are re-
solved without delay.

Speaking at the meeting, 
Jarkiholi said the Praja Seva An-
dolana was being organised to 
provide solutions to people’s 
problems at the local level and 

give citizens an opportunity to 
directly bring their grievances 
to the notice of  elected repre-
sentatives and officials.

“Officials must respond 
promptly to public grievances. 
Departments concerned should 
regularly review the petitions 
received and ensure speedy dis-
posal of  eligible cases,” he said.

Jarkiholi also directed offi-
cials to discuss the grievances 
with the concerned departments 
and provide solutions on the spot 
wherever possible. He said the 
initiative would help take gov-
ernment services closer to peo-
ple’s doorsteps and improve 
transparency and accountability 
in administration.

Deputy Commissioner Mo-
hammad Roshan said around 200 
petitions were received at the 

Khanapur programme concern-
ing the Forest Department, Pub-
lic Works Department, allotment 
of  burial grounds, Revenue De-
partment, construction of  school 
buildings and other issues.

He said the petitions would be 
examined on priority and dis-
posed of  expeditiously as per 
rules. He added that around 250 
petitions had been received dur-
ing the Praja Seva Andolana 
held earlier in Yaragatti, of  
which nearly 30% had already 
been disposed of. The remaining 
petitions had also been referred 
to the concerned departments 
for early action, he said.

People from various parts of  
Khanapur taluk attended the 
programme and submitted peti-
tions seeking redressal of  their 
grievances.

Old buildings make way 
for Kidwai cancer hosp
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Belagavi 

PREPARATORY work for the 
construction of  a cancer hospi-
tal at the Belagavi Institute of  
Medical Sciences (BIMS) has 
gathered pace, with old build-
ings on the identified site being 
demolished and the area being 
levelled. The State government 
had approved the establishment 
of  a Kidwai Cancer Hospital in 
Belagavi in 2022 to provide spe-
cialised cancer treatment facili-
ties to patients from North Kar-
nataka. Around 1.3 acres of  land 
within the District Hospital 
premises has been identified and 
allotted for the project.

The site earlier housed old 
British-era structures, including 
the old nursing college building. 
These structures are being de-
molished to clear the site for con-
struction of  the proposed cancer 
hospital. The demolition work is 

nearing completion, and land-
levelling work is currently 
underway.

The project had remained 
stalled for nearly four years, pri-
marily due to the non-availabili-
ty of  suitable land. With the 
BIMS administration now mak-
ing the required land available, 
the major hurdle for the project 
has been cleared. The State gov-
ernment has also sanctioned Rs 
50 crore for the hospital.

Officials said trees that were 
obstructing the proposed con-
struction have also been re-
moved as part of  the site prepa-
ration. Once the levelling work 
is completed, the site will be 
ready for the commencement of  
construction. Chief  Minister D 
K Shivakumar is expected to vis-
it the district shortly, and offi-
cials are reportedly planning to 
inaugurate the project during 
his visit.

The site being cleared for upcoming Kidwai cancer hospital |  EXPRESS

PWD and District In-charge Minister Satish Jarkiholi  l istens to public grievances at Praja Seva Andolana in Khanapur 

The blessings of the people of Varuna are 
the reason I have reached this level. The 
credit for my success belongs to you

Siddaramaiah, 
ex-CM
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vital role in Bengaluru’s 
waste management

Hasiru Dala co-founder 

Nalini Shekar 
talks about her work with 
waste pickers and their 
vital role in Bengaluru’s 
waste management

WITHOUT HARD WORK, 
NOTHING GROWS BUT 
WEEDS ❯  GORDON B HINCKLEY


