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E
ven as preparations are
underway to host the na-
tional women’s hockey

team, along with India, Chi-
na, Japan, Malaysia, South
Korea and Thailand, the
sports department is also
drawing up plans to give vis-
iting players and support
staff  a taste of  the state’s her-
itage, boundless natural
beauty, national parks and
other famed wildlife haunts.

According to officials, the
department intends to take
members of  the visiting
teams to selected tourist at-
tractions, with special em-
phasis on wildlife sites. The
proposal is part of  an fo-
cussed attempt to showcase
Madhya Pradesh not merely
as a host of  a major continen-
tal tournament, but as a des-
tination rich in forests, tiger
reserves, historical monu-
ments and diverse cultural
experiences.

Sports minister Vishvas
Sarang is soon expected to
formally place the proposal
before Union sports minister
Mansukh Mandaviya for pro-
posed guided tours for the
hockey teams and allied ar-
rangements.

“We will offer the very
best facilities to the partici-
pating teams. We will soon
sign an MoU with the Union
sports ministry and take care
of  all other formalities. It
would be a big opportunity
for us to showcase MP to the
world,” Sarang said.

The premier continental
tournament will be hosted at
the International Sports
Complex in Bhopal’s Barkhe-
da Nathu in November. It is
expected to bring together
about 200 players and sup-

port staff  from the eight lead-
ing Asian teams.

Beyond the event proper,
the presence of  internation-
al athletes and delegations
offers the state a valuable op-
portunity to showcase its tou-
rism potential to a global au-
dience, officials said.

Home to a whole palette of
charming wildlife habitats,
including Kanha, Bandhav-
garh, Pench, Panna and Sat-
pura tiger reserves, the state,
according to officials, has
huge untapped potential in
attracting more visitors, es-
pecially from overseas,
through such initiatives.

The proposed itineraries
are expected to balance sight-
seeing with the players’
training and match sched-
ules.

The sports department’s
proposal also aligns with the
govt’s stated objective of  de-
riving wider economic bene-
fits from hosting major
events. Authorities said ear-
lier that international tour-
naments can not only stimu-
late the hotel and hospitality
business, but also transport,
trade, employment and allied
services, while also raising
the profile of  Bhopal’s sports
infrastructure.

Meanwhile, preparations
at the Barkheda Nathu com-
plex include an internation-
al-standard hockey stadium
equipped with synthetic turf,
a pavilion and practice facili-
ties. Chief  minister Mohan
Yadav has described the ven-
ue as one of  the state’s most
ambitious sports-infrastruc-
ture projects, adding that the
govt hopes the championship
will strengthen Bhopal’s
emergence as a growing cen-
tre for national and interna-
tional sports.
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Chennai: Madras HC has
pulled up the Tamil Nadu Po-
lice for opposing bail to an
accused in a cheating case on
the ground that he would flee
since he was a “north Indi-
an”.

“A person’s place of  ori-
gin is not a ground for appre-
hending that he will flee. The
petitioner (accused) has li-
ved and worked in Chennai
for more than two decades.
Such an averment ought not
to have appeared in an affida-
vit sworn by a police officer,”
Justice N Ramesh said Tues-
day. HC then granted condi-
tional bail to the petitioner,
Ankur Kumar Jani, and as-
ked him to appear before the
investigating officer as and
when required.

The issue pertains to an
arrangement between FII-
TJEE Limited with Suguna
PIP School, Coimbatore, to
conduct integrated coa-
ching for students preparing
for the JEE and NEET ex-
aminations. As per the cour-
se scheme, each candidate
was required to pay a refun-
dable caution deposit of  Rs 1
lakh. However, since the in-
stitutions failed to refund
the deposit as promised, one
person, who paid the deposit
for his son, filed a complaint
against Dinesh Kumar Goy-
al of  FIITJEE Limited and
Lakshmi Narayanasamy of
Suguna PIP School. Jani was
not named in the complaint
or in the FIR. Police said he
was named in view of  an ag-
reement dated Feb 26, 2011,
which he is said to have sig-
ned on behalf  of  FIITJEE
with the school. It was alle-
ged the petitioner along with
others have caused losses to
262 parents to the tune of  Rs
2.62 crore. The first accused
is said to be absconding, and
the second accused has obta-
ined anticipatory bail.

On July 15, Ankur was ar-
rested and had been in judi-
cial custody since then.

Allowing the bail appli-
cation, the HC said pointed
out that the only document
served on the petitioner was
an arrest memo on a printed
Tamil form, the language
which he does not under-
stand and that he was not
even named in the FIR.

“When an arrest is vitia-
ted, the court has no choice
but to release the accused,

however grave the accusa-
tion,” the judge said.
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Patna: Patna HC has redu-
ced a man’s rape conviction
to indecent assault, ruling
that allegations of  him ente-
ring a woman’s hut at night,
covering her mouth and mo-
unting her body, without sup-
porting medical or material
evidence, were insufficient
to establish rape.

A single-judge bench of
Justice Sandeep Kumar pas-
sed the verdict on Oct 8 while
partly allowing a criminal
appeal by Mohammad Ainul
Haq. 

The judgement became
public Tuesday. According to
the prosecution, Haq entered
the woman’s hut around
10pm on Feb 8, 2010, covered
her mouth and mounted her
“with evil intentions”. When
he removed his hand, she rai-
sed an alarm, drawing 10-15
villagers, including her im-
mediate neighbour, who
caught him.

During the trial, all wit-
nesses except the woman tur-
ned hostile. The prosecution
produced no medical eviden-
ce, such as bruises or injuri-
es, or material evidence,
such as torn or disarranged
clothes, to support the allega-
tion.

The high court held that
even if  the woman’s testimo-
ny was accepted, the eviden-
ce established, at best, crimi-
nal trespass and assault, not
rape.

HC accordingly modified
a Begusarai trial court’s July
29, 2013, verdict convicting
Haq of  raping a widow and
sentencing him to four years
in prison and a fine.

However, the court held
him guilty of  assault on a wo-
man with an intent to outra-
ge her modesty and imposed
a fine of  Rs 25,000, payable to
the woman within three we-
eks.

Justice Kumar relied on
Supreme Court rulings in
Aman Kumar vs State of  Ha-
ryana (2004) and Rupan Deol
Bajaj vs KPS Gill (1995).

Lying atop woman,
sans backing

proof, can’t be
held as rape: HC

Dev Kumar Pandey TNN


