
 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   27 9 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 30 19 LC
Italy (Rome) 27 14 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 23 18 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 31 24 SNY
Maldives (Male) 29  28 LR
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 21 SNY

Singapore 31 27 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 27 18 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 25 7 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 26 24 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 24 10 LC
UAE (Dubai) 36 31 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 26 24 LR
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32
confirmed dead after military 
plane crashes in Nigeria's Tinubu

09 KOZHIKODE

Strong Bolsonaro 
showing sets up 
tight Brazil runoff
Neither Lula or Bolsonaro secured a majority 
needed for an outright win in 1st-round vote
BRASILIA

Sen Flavio Bolsonaro, an ally of  
President Donald Trump, has 
pulled off  a surprisingly strong 
showing in Brazil’s first round 
of  presidential elections, giving 
him momentum in the weeks 
before an October 25 runoff  
against incumbent President 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva.

Bolsonaro, the 45-year-old son 
of  former President Jair Bol-
sonaro, has allied himself  with 
Trump administration at a mo-
ment when Trump allies are 
taking power in Latin America, 
while Lula has spoken out 
against U.S. interference in the 
Brazilian elections and built a 
stronger relationship with 
Beijing. 

In a tight race on Sunday, Bol-
sonaro garnered 47% of  the 
vote to the populist leftist presi-
dent’s 45%. Since neither candi-
date secured an absolute major-
ity, they will face off  again in 
three weeks. The winner of  
Brazil’s first round of  voting 
has never lost an election, 
though never before has the 

second-place candidate been so 
close in the results.

Preparing for a tight race
The 80-year-old Lula will face an 
uphill battle to win the presi-
dency for the fourth noncon-
secutive term, analysts say.

Edinho Silva, the chairman 
of  Lula’s Workers’ Party, told 
journalists in Sao Paulo that 
the president will meet with 
campaign managers in Brasil-
ia seeking to refine his mes-
sage delivery, evaluate regional 
turnout figures, and re-allocate 
resources to key battleground 
states ahead of  the second 
round.  AP

Flavio Bolsonaro and Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva during election campaign |  AP

SAUDI-BACKED YEMENI FORCES 
LAUNCH HOUTHI OFFENSIVE

ADEN/ RIYADH

FORCES of  Yemen’s interna-
tionally recognised govern-
ment began a major offensive 
on Monday against the Irani-
an-backed Houthi rebels on 
the country’s Red Sea coast, 
under an intensified air cam-
paign by the Saudi-led coali-
tion. The offensive came just 
after the rebels said they had 
captured more territory in 
the southwestern part of  
Yemen, taking a key town in 
a blow to the Saudi-backed 
forces as they advanced to-
ward a strategic provincial 
capital in the region.

The Saudi-led coalition 
spokesman, Major General 
Turki al-Malki, said 100 fight-
er jets were providing sup-
port to the forces of  Yemen’s 
internationally recognized 
government fighting against 
the Houthis. He said the coa-
lition has secured “air protec-
tion” of  the strategic Bab el-
Mandeb Strait and destroyed 
hundreds of  Houthi targets 
as part of  the ongoing cam-
paign. The campaign and its 
details could not be immedi-
ately independently verified.

Secretary of  State Marco 
Rubio told reporters that it 
was expected that the Saudi-
backed government in Yemen 

would hit back at the rebels to 
reclaim territory. Asked if  
the Saudi-led coalition coor-
dinated the action with the 
United States, Rubio said that 
Saudi Arabia and the US have 
a defense agreement but 
wouldn’t offer more details.

He said the Yemeni govern-
ment was ousted from some 
of  its territory by a Houthi 
campaign and the Saudis 
have come under attack, and 
“they have a right to defend 
themselves.” The US has pro-
vided support to Saudi Ara-
bia in its ongoing campaign 
against the Houthis, accord-
ing to a regional official and 

a US official. This US support 
included intelligence shar-
ing, target identification and 
planning for the offensive, 
said the officials who spoke 
on condition of  anonymity 
because they weren’t author-
ised to speak to reporters.

East-West oil pipeline halted
Saudi Arabia’s East-West oil 
pipeline halted after a fresh 
attack damaged a pumping 
station east of  Riyadh, an en-
ergy source told AFP.  Houthi 
rebels claimed responsibili-
ty, disrupting a key oil ex-
port route amid the wider 
West Asia conflict. AFP

A Yemeni man inspects melted foam inside a 
factory after a strike that Houthi authorities-run 
media attributed to Saudi Arabia, in the Shamlan 
neighbourhood of Yemen’s capital Sanaa |  AFP

MADRID

Spanish Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez announced 
early general elections on 
Monday, aiming to seize mo-
mentum from housing pro-
tests that have roiled the 
country and frame the vote 
around affordability issues. 
The election is scheduled for 
November 29, and will come 
roughly eight months earlier 
than originally planned.

 In recent weeks, Spaniards 
have demanded solutions 
from the government over the 
country’s entrenched housing 
crisis, holding protests in cit-
ies across the country after 
public outrage grew over the 
widely publicised eviction of  
an 87-year-old woman in  
Madrid last month.

 Sanchez’s government suf-
fered a bruising legislative de-
feat last week after right-wing 
opposition parties voted 
against two emergency decrees 
introduced by his government 
that included measures to re-
duce evictions and real  
estate speculation.

 The setback sparked wide 
speculation that Sanchez 
would move up a national elec-
tion that would have otherwise 
taken place next year. AP

Spain’s PM 
calls early polls 
amid housing 
protests

MELBOURNE

PROBE agencies in Australia 
and New Zealand are investi-
gating the Omani pilot, who al-
legedly attempted to take con-
trol of  the Israel-bound plane.

The Australian police said on 
Monday that said a joint coun-
terterrorism team, including 
federal and state police and 
Australia’s domestic intelli-
gence agency, “is investigating 
the man’s links to Australia.”

New Zealand’s police agency 
also said the co-pilot had spent 
time in New Zealand and that 
the authorities would investi-
gate. News media have report-
ed he was granted an Austral-
ian student visa in 2014 and 
arrived in Australia to start a 
university course in 2015. 

He left Australia in 2017, and 
his visa was cancelled in 2019 
after authorities confirmed he 
was no longer enrolled in the 
course, media reported.  The 
pilot is in custody in the UAE. 
Australian police said counter-
terrorism investigators were 
looking into the attacker’s pos-
sible connections to Australia,
where media have reported he 
went on a student visa about a 
decade ago.  Agencies

New Zealand, 
Australia probe 
Omani pilot’s 
activities 

FLYDUBAI ATTACK

Took out half of Russia’s  
refining capacity: Ukraine 
KYIV

UKRAINE said that its 
long-range strikes have 
neutralised more than half  
of  Russia’s oil refining ca-
pacity, hampering Mos-
cow’s ability to supply its 
forces during its four-and-a-
half-year-old invasion. 

The Defence Ministry 
said Sunday that recent 
strikes on refineries in cit-
ies including Moscow, Yaro-
slavl, Ust-Luga, Perm, Sara-
tov and Syzran had put 51 
per cent of  Russia’s oil re-
fining capacity out of  ac-
tion. The claim could not be 
independently verified.

At least one person was 

killed while 11 others were 
rescued after a Russian 
drone strike caused a fire 
on a Turkish-owned civil-
ian cargo vessel in the 
Black Sea carrying Indian 
and Azerbaijani citizens, 
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said. 

“A horrific strike by two 
Russian drones on a civil-
ian vessel in neutral waters 
carrying corn and owned 
by Turkiye,” he said in a 
post on X. “Azerbaijani and 
Indian citizens were on 
board. As of  now we know 
that the ship’s captain was 
killed. The fate of  one other 
person is still being estab-
lished,” he said. Agencies
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File No-B-I-Rev.-01/2026      Lr. No.36734       / Bhubaneswar, dtd.3rd Oct., 2026

Invita�on for Bids
1st Corrigendum

Bid Iden�fica�on No. CE-Bldg-I-38/2026-27

Name of the Works : “Construction of Annex Building with Training, Administrative 
Support Facilities and 500 Seater Auditorium of ROTI, Gothapa-
tana, Bhubaneswar on Turnkey Basis”.

The following changes have been made in Bid Identification No. CE-Bldg-I-38/2026-27
Bid documents can be seen / downloaded from the Govt. Website i.e. www.tendersoris-
sa.gov.in, during the period dt.12.10.2026 to 17.30 hours of dt.02.11.2026 instead of 
dt.05.10.2026 to 17.30 Hours of dt.26.10.2026 for ONLINE BIDDING respectively.
1. A pre-bid meeting shall be held on dt.22.11.2026 at 11:30 AM at the Conference Hall of 

Office of the Chief Engineer (Buildings-I), Odisha, Nirman Soudha, Unit-V, Bhubaneswar 
instead of dt.13.10.2026.

2. Online bids shall be received till 17.30 Hours of dt.02.11.2026 instead of 
dt.26.10.2026.

3. Hardcopy shall be received on or before dt.06.11.2026 up to 17.30 Hours by this office 
instead of dt.30.10.2026.

4. The technical bids will be opened at 11.30 A.M. of dt.07.11.2026 instead of 
dt.31.10.2026.

All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.
 Sd/- Engineer-in-Chief (Civil), (I/c) Chief Engineer, 

OIPR- 34001/34117/1/26-27/0081  Buildings-I, Odisha, Bhubaneswar

34001/942/2627


