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T
here were provocative
social media posts and
public rallies against

celebrations. This year, the
situation is different. Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party-led
govt wants the community to
celebrate with freedom and
fervour. They want to show-
case Bangladesh’s diversity
and rich cultural heritage be-
fore the world,” added Dhar.

Dhar attended a high-level
meeting chaired by home
minister Salahuddin Ahmed
on the security arrange-
ments for Durga Puja, a few
days ago. He also informed
that govt’s Hindu Religious
Welfare Trust had increased
the grant for puja celebra-
tions to Rs 5cr this year,
against the previous year’s
grant of  Rs 4cr.

Meanwhile, another
BPUP member said that dese-

cration of  idols were report-
ed from at least 11 districts
last year. “This time, there’ve
been four incidents so far -- in
Sylhet, Rajbari, Panchagarh
and Tangail districts. And the
govt also promptly took nec-
essary legal measures... Law
enforcement agencies told us
that their personnel will be
deployed near the pandals,
but organising committees

should also have their volun-
teers to maintain a vigil,” he
said, requesting anonymity.

Earlier, home minister
Ahmed had said: “No securi-
ty risks have been reported
regarding Durga Puja pan-
dals in Bangladesh so far.
Having said that, the law en-
forcement agencies will be on
high alert with quick re-
sponse protocols in place...”

‘No security risks reported
at Puja pandals in B’desh’
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V
ance had reinforced the an-
nouncement by declaring
that American workers can-

not be laid off  and then replaced
with foreign indentured servants.
He also insisted that only top-tier,
elite foreign talent that’s not availa-
ble domestically should be brought
in. Ministry of  external affairs
(MEA) countered Vance’s com-
ments as it said in a formal state-
ment that such descriptions were
unwarranted and ignored the fact
that Indian professionals in the US
are highly educated and skilled con-
tributors to its economy and inno-
vation ecosystem.

“Indeed, the history of  the US it-
self  has been shaped by genera-
tions of  immigrants whose labour,
enterprise and innovation have
contributed to its growth and pros-
perity. Resorting to terminology
that carries painful historical and
colonial legacy connotations is
deeply offensive,” said the ministry,
adding it will continue to follow de-
velopments related to the issue.

The unusually blunt pushback
suggests India’s patience is wear-
ing thin after a series of  bilateral
setbacks, ranging from the trade
and tariffs, immigration and the
talent mobility to India’s ties with
Russia and Washington’s Pakistan
outreach. Union external affairs
minister S Jaishankar had recently
warned that the US’ growing ties
with Pakistan would hurt the India-
US relationship.

The ministry also cautioned in
its response that the steps an-
nounced by the United States do not
advance the shared ambitions of
both countries. It said talent mobili-
ty adds value to both economies,
creating opportunities for Indians
and helping US companies equally
with cutting-edge talent, innova-
tion, research, productivity, com-
petitiveness and job creation, be-
sides creating shareholder wealth
in the United States. “This is there-
fore an area of  tremendous mutual
benefit for the two countries and
our expectation is that all stake-
holders in this process can appre-
ciate this fact,” said Indian govt.

MEA: US’ history shaped by
generations of immigrants 
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Pilibhit: The proposed release of  mo-
re than 1,000 monkeys trapped in Ba-
reilly into forest areas of  Pilibhit and
Shahjahanpur has raised concerns
among forest officials, who said the
plan lacks mandatory permissions
and provisions for medical examina-
tion of  the animals.Authorities of  Pi-
libhit Tiger Reserve (PTR) and Pilib-
hit forest division alerted forest range
officers on Wednesday about the pro-
posed release following a trapping
drive ordered by Bareilly Municipal
Corporation (BMC).

BMC issued a work order to a Mat-
hura-based contractor last week to
capture the monkeys. However, neit-
her the civic body nor the contractor
has sought permission from the forest

authorities, officials said.
Officials also saidabsence of  me-

dical examinations before release co-
uld pose a risk of  transmission of  con-
tagious diseases to wildlife.

“Monkeys trapped from civilian
areas cannot be released in protected
or reserve forests. Their release in un-
reserved and unprotected forests is
subject to two mandatory conditions
— medical examination of  each mon-
key based on its tag and prior permis-
sion from the divisional forest officer
concerned,” said PP Singh, chief  con-
servator of  forests, Bareilly zone, who
also holds additional charge as Pilib-
hit Tiger Reserve field director.

BMC commissioner Sanjeev Ku-
mar Maurya said norms for trapping
drive did not include provisions for
tagging or medical tests of  monkeys. 

BMC plan to release 1k trapped
monkeys in forests alarms dept
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Students of Dhaka University during Mahalaya in Durga Puja festivities in 2024




