
events such as the Asean Sum-
mit in Manila next month and
the G20 Summit in Florida in
the US are also expected to fig-
ure in the discussions. Jais-
hankar will also attend a cele-
bration marking the 250th
anniversary of the independ-
ence of the US as the guest of
honour.

Relations between India and
the US have been impacted by 
strains over the past year, largely
because of the Trump adminis-
tration’s trade and tariff policies,
as well as its restrictions that 
impact Indian professionals and
its burgeoning relationship with
Pakistan. Negotiations for a bilat-
eral trade agreement appear to 
be stalled, with officials talking 
about both sides trying to find a 
landing point for a deal.

Rubio’s itinerary includes
Reliance Industries’ refinery at
Jamnagar in Gujarat, a key proc-
essor of Russian oil that he is
expected to visit for a few hours
on October 21. Reliance is invest-
ing in a massive refinery to be
set up in Texas, the first new
project of its kind in the US in
five decades, and is also a signifi-
cant purchaser of Venezuelan
oil, the sales of which are con-

trolled by the Trump adminis-
tration.

Ahead of his arrival in India,
Rubio acknowledged India’s reli-
ance on Russian energy despite a
diversification of sources by not-
ing that “it’s hard to pivot” on oil
suppliers, and said that Trump 
intends to use 60-day period for 
waivers under the SRIA to ana-
lyse what sanctions and tariffs 
mean to the global economy.

Before Rubio’s visit, US
ambassador Sergio Gor’s
remarks that the US side
expected Jaishankar to be in
Mumbai to meet Rubio invited
criticism from the Opposition.
The external affairs ministry,
however, said it has been the
practice over the past decade for
India to host foreign dignitaries
outside Delhi. 

Ahead of Rubio’s arrival, Jais-
hankar will meet the deputy 
prime minister and foreign min-
ister of the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, over dinner on
Monday night. They are expected
to review bilateral cooperation 
and take forward initiatives in 
energy, trade, investments, 
defence, as well as discuss the sit-
uation in West Asia.

Rezaul H Laskar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India and the US are
expected to focus on ways to take
forward cooperation in key areas
ranging from defence and secu-
rity to technology and critical 
minerals when external affairs 
minister S Jaishankar meets sec-
retary of state Marco Rubio in 
Mumbai on Tuesday against the
backdrop of continuing strains in
bilateral relations.

Rubio is set to arrive in the
financial hub with a large busi-
ness delegation on Tuesday after-
noon after a visit to Uzbekistan. 
This is his second visit to India 
since May, when he held bilat-
eral talks with Jaishankar and 
joined a Quad foreign ministers’
meeting in New Delhi. Rubio is 
also travelling to India days after
President Donald Trump waived
provisions of the Sanctioning 
Russia and Iran Act (SRIA) that 
authorised punitive tariffs on 
countries buying Russian oil.

While India has already made
its concerns about SRIA –
including the potential impact
on bilateral ties and the global
energy market – known to the
US administration, the talks
between Jaishankar and Rubio
are expected to focus on main-
taining the momentum in
India-US relations and stepping
up cooperation in trade, energy,
technology and critical miner-
als, people familiar with the
matter said on condition of ano-
nymity.

The two leaders are also
expected to discuss regional and
global issues, including the con-
flicts in Ukraine and West Asia, 
and their fallout on food, fuel and
fertiliser security, the people 
said. The Indian side has made a
proposal for a Russia-Ukraine 
ceasefire that is aimed at ensur-
ing the flow of energy and food 
supplies and preventing attacks 
on merchant shipping in the 
Black Sea. 

Potential meetings between
the leadership of the two sides
on the margins of multilateral

India, US seek deeper 
ties as Rubio arrives

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI : Polish Prime Min-
ister Donald Tusk’s visit to
India this week will focus on
bolstering cooperation in trade,
investment, defence, space and
technology ahead of the signing
of the India-European Union
(EU) free trade agreement.

Tusk, who will be in India
during October 21-23, will hold
talks with his Indian counter-
part Narendra Modi in New
Delhi on Thursday, the external
affairs ministry said on Monday.
The two countries elevated their
relations to a strategic partner-
ship during Modi’s visit to
Poland in August 2024, the first
trip by an Indian PM in 45 years.

Tusk will be accompanied by
finance minister Andrzej
Domanski and a large business
delegation. 

The meeting between Modi
and Tusk on October 22 will be 
an opportunity to review bilat-
eral relations and discuss 
regional and global issues. The 
visit will further strengthen the 
bilateral strategic partnership 
and deepen the India-EU strate-
gic partnership. It will also 
advance cooperation in trade, 
investment, defence, emerging 
technologies, renewable energy,
education, culture and people-to-
people ties, the external affairs 
ministry said.

Tusk will also travel to Ben-
galuru. An India-Poland Busi-
ness Forum will be held in New
Delhi on October 22 and in
Bengaluru on October 23.

TRADE, DEFENCE 
TO BE IN FOCUS OF 
POLISH PM’S INDIA 
VISIT FROM OCT 21

Donald Tusk

External affairs minister S Jaishankar with US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio in New York in September.                                                              PTI

Sejal Sharma

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Indian Cyber 
Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) 
has warned of rising fraud involv-
ing deepfake and manipulated 
advertisements on Facebook and 
Instagram that misuse the names
and faces of prominent political 
leaders to promote fake govern-
ment welfare schemes and cash-
back offers.

In an advisory issued on Octo-
ber 19, the home ministry body 
said the advertisements were 
being used to dupe people into 
making payments for benefits that
do not exist. 

The advisory, issued by I4C’s
National Cybercrime Threat Ana-
lytics Unit (NCTAU), said most of 
the advertisements appeared on 
Meta platforms, with many falling
under the category of political 
advertisements. “Victims are 
asked to pay purported fees or 
taxes to receive the benefits. In 
some cases, advertisements offer 
fake cashback rewards through 
scratch-card or spin-and-win con-
tests, tricking victims into approv-
ing UPI collect requests from fraud
merchants and transferring 
money to fraudsters,” it said

The leaders whose identities
are being misused include Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, finance
minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
Andhra Pradesh chief minister
Chandrababu Naidu, Tamil
Nadu chief minister C Joseph
Vijay, and Karnataka chief min-
ister DK Shivakumar.

Calls from Pak numbers

The advisory also warned of
calls from Pakistani numbers. It
said many victims get calls from
foreign numbers starting
with +92, telling them they have
been randomly chosen to get
money. 

“If any Public figures or their
offices contact you from +92
(Pakistan) numbers, treat such
calls with extreme caution and
refrain from engaging,” said the
advisory. 

I4C FLAGS FAKE 
GOVT SCHEME 
ADS ON META, 
FRAUD CALLS 
FROM PAK

POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH CHANDIGARH

CORRIGENDUM
Tender Inquiry No. Prof. Indgn.(HPD)/2026/407, originally scheduled for 08.10.2026,
was subsequently extended vide corrigendum dated 01.10.2026, with the revised due
dated22.10.2026.Thesaid tender isherebypostponeddue tocertainmodifications in the
specifications of the tender documents. The revised date for the tender shall be intimated
in due course. For further details please visit our website www.pgimer.edu.in and
www.eprocure.gov.in.
PGI RC Advt. 2026 HR-000549 Officer In-charge (HPD)

POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH CHANDIGARH

Global Tender Enquiry Notice No. PI(EP)/ 26-27/G/02 Phone No. 0172-2756469
Tender applications are invited for purchase of various items against Global Tender No. 1-31 from the Manufacturers or their sole authorized distributors/agents. The bidders can place their
bids as per terms & conditions contained on https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

S. No Equipment/Item Name Qty. EMD (Rs.) Bid submission Date Bid Opening Date Deptt Name
Non-Pre Bid case

1 Incubator for culturing Human Gametes and Embryos (Incl.
Automatic Gas (Analyzer)

01 No. 40,000/- 10.11.2026 11.11.2026 Obst. & Gynae

2 Thromboelastogram(TEG)/Thromboelastometer/ROTEM 02 Nos. 80,000/- -do- -do- Anaesthesia
3 Hemodialysis Machine with Accessories 10 Nos. 4,40,000/- -do- -do- Nephrology
4 High End Intra Operative Ultrasound for Surgeries 01 No. 60,000/- 11.11.2026 12.11.2026 General Surgery
5. High End Intra Operative Ultrasound for Surgeries 01 No. 60,000/- -do- -do- General Surgery
6 Microdebrider for ENT Surgery 01 No. 60,000/- -do- -do- ENT
7 Therapeutic Hypothermia Device 01 No. 80,000/- 12.11.2026 13.11.2026 Pediatrics Medicine
8 Fluorescent Microscope/Portable Fluorescent Microscope 01 No. 80,000/- -do- -do- Virology
9 Radiofrequency cutting, coagulation and vessel sealing

system standalone or integrated with bipolar device, with
hand instruments for open/laproscopic surgery

03 Nos. 1,90,000/- -do- -do- Gastroenterology

10 Hemodialysis Machine with Accessories 01 No. 70,000/- 17.11.2026 18.11.2026 Pediatrics Medicine
11 Mobile Endoscopy Unit 01 No. 90,000/- -do- -do- ENT
12 Automated Peritoneal Dialysis Set with Cassette 02 Nos. 60,000/- -do- -do- Nephrology

Pre Bid case
13 Mobile Endoscopy Unit 01 No. 1,00,000/- 18.11.2026 19.11.2026 Radiodiagnosis
14 High Fidelity Mannequins for Medical/Surgical Training 01 No. 6,40,000/- -do- -do- Pediatrics Medicine
15 ECMO (Extended Respiratory Support Application)

Oxygenator Adult/Pediatric)
01 No. 3,00,000/- -do- -do- Pediatrics Medicine

16 CO2 Fraction Laser 01 No. 3,40,000/- 19.11.2026 20.11.2026 OHSC
17 FPLC 01 No. 1,30,000/- -do- -do- Exp. Medicine & Biotechnology
18 Cholangioscopy Direct Visualization System with

Accessories
01 No. 1,40,000/- -do- -do- GI Surgery HPB & Liver

Transplantation
19 High End Intraoperative Ultrasound Surgeries 01 No. 3,50,000/- 21.11.2026 23.11.2026 GI Surgery HPB & Liver

Transplantation
20 Extra Corporeal Shockwave Lithotripter 01 No. 1,20,000/- -do- -do- Urology
21 Laproscopic Surgery Set with High Definition Camera

(3D/4K) (Adult/Pediatric) with Accessories
01 No. 5,00,000/- -do- -do- Urology

22 Cardiac Output Monitoring System 02 Nos. 4,00,000/- 25.11.2026 26.11.2026 Pediatrics Medicine
23 Digital PET-CT 01 No. 72,00,000/- -do- -do- Nuclear Medicine
24 Fully Automated Clinical Chemistry Analyzer with Integrated

Electrochemilumine scence Immunoassay Analyzer (ECLIA)
or other immunoassay system System

01 No. 1,50,000/- -do- -do- Endocrinology

25 Laparoscopic Surgery Set with High definition Camera
(3d/4k) (adult/Pediatric) with Accessories

01No. 3,00,000/- -do- -do- GI Surgery HPB & Liver
Transplantation

26 High Resolution Manometry system 01 No. 2,60,000/- 26.11.2026 27.11.2026 Gastroenterology
27 High-Fidelity Simulator System: All Specialties 01 No. 10,00,000/- -do- -do- AEC
28 High End Operating Microscope 02 Nos. 16,00,000/- -do- -do- AEC
29 Dual Segment/Dual Pump Torsional/Transversal

Phacoemulsification System
02 Nos. 16,00,000/- 28.11.2026 30.11.2026 AEC

30 Electro Physiology System 2D/3D/EP Catheters/Instruments/
Accessories

01 No. 3,50,000/- -do- -do- AEC

31 Gamma Knife Esprit, Elekta Ltd 01 No. 64,00,000/- -do- -do- Neurosurgery
Tender document can also be downloaded from website www.pgimer.edu.in and can be applied on website www.eprocure.gov.in. Bid Security (EMD) should be for the amount as per tender
documents either in the form of Account Payee Demand Draft, or Fixed Deposit Receipts (FDR), Banker’s Cheque or Bank Guarantee Form issued by Scheduled Commercial Bank having its
validity at least for one year & duly pledged in favour of Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh. The tenders will be opened on the dates given above at 12.00
PM in the presence of the authorized intending tenderers. Tenders not submitted on the prescribed form, not accompanied with Bid Security shall be summarily rejected. The undersigned
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders received without assigning any reason thereof. “PRE-BID CONFERENCE” WITH INTENDING BIDDERS FOR ITEM Sr. No. 13 to 31
shall be held on 28.10.2026 from 2.00 P.M. ONWARDS IN THE PI(EP), OFFICE, PGIMER, CHANDIGARH. The intending bidders are free to join Pre bid Conference through video conference.
For more details contact: 0172-2756469 at Procurement Branch (Import).
NOTE 1. The terms and Conditions of the original Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) available on PGIMER Website will remain same. However on switching over to e-tendering on e-Procurement, the
bids will be received in electronic form on e-Procurement website and no bid will be received in Physical form. The EMD will be received in Physical form in Procurement Branch (Import)
and scan copy is to be uploaded in electronic form on e-procurement website, CPPP Portal (Central Public Procurement Portal).
NOTE 2. If any of the tender opening dates happens to be a holiday in PGIMER, Chandigarh, then the same shall be opened on next full working day.
Additional Terms and Conditions
1. The Institute has adopted amended Notice Inviting Tenders (NIT) which is available on e-Procurement website (https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app) and Website: www.pgimer.edu.in.

Therefore the bidders are requested to go through the Instructions Carefully before submitting bids.
2. The above items are relaxed to invite Global Tender Enquiry under rule 161 (IV) of G.F.R rules 2017, therefore Para 5 of Annexure ‘A’ of NIT will not be applicable in these cases.
PGI RC Advt. 2026 HR-000547 Professor In-Charge (EP)

HIMFED
THE H. P. STATE COOPERATIVE MARKETING AND

CONSUMERS FEDERATION LIMITED
CIRCULAR ROAD, VICTORY TUNNEL SHIMLA –171003

E-Tender Notice for Procurement of SSP (G) 16% on OUTRIGHT and
CONSIGNMENT Basis for the year 2026-27.
Online tenders are hereby invited from Manufacturers/PSUs/Marketers holding a
valid licence/registration under the Fertilizer (Control) Order, 1985 (FCO, 1985) in the
State of Himachal Pradesh for the supply of approximately 2,000 MT of Single Super
Phosphate (Granulated) (SSP-G), 16%, conforming to the specifications prescribed
under FCO, 1985, on consignment and outright basis during the financial/operational
period from 01.11.2026 to 31.10.2027, on F.O.R. basis at various retail outlets of
HIMFED in Himachal Pradesh.
Instructions for E-Tendering
1. The tenderer should register himself on Website https://hptenders.gov.in and

obtain user ID, Password, before bidding. In case of any problem contact Marketing
Assistant (Fert.) 98172-64762 and for any technical assistance you may contact
Programmer (IT), Himfed, on phone No. 94180-79977, 9817054107.

2. Entire tender process will be carried out online through above mentioned website.
Tenderer are advised to procure E-Token/Digital Signing Certificate from suitable
vendors or from any authorized agency.

3. Before submission of online bids, bidders must ensure that scanned copies of all
necessary documents clearly readable in single PDF have been uploaded with the bid.

4. Tenderer are advised to check/see website https://hptenders.gov.in and
https://himfed.com regularly to check for any amendment/corrigendum in the
tender document. All subsequent notifications/amendments/notices shall be
published on the aforesaid website only.

General Manager
DPR HP-1133 HIM SUCHANA AVAM JAN SAMPARK Himfed Shimla-3

GOVERNMENT OF PUNJAB

TENDER REFERENCE NO 41 OF 2026
The Department of Punjab Water Supply & Sewerage Board re-invites online bids for following
work:-

Sr.
No.

Name of Work Closing Dt. &
Time

Opening Dt. &
Time

1. Canal Water Based W/S Project for Const. of 5.0 MLD
WTP & 5 years’ O& M Repair Works for OHSR-1.0 LG
capacity at Bus Stand at Garhshankar

27.10.2026 up
to 3.00 PM

28.10.2026 at
11.00 AM

2. Canal Water Based Water Supply Project for
Construction of 3.0 MLD (WTP) and other related
works including 5 years’ Operation and Maintenance
(Part-2) at Mahilpur, District Hoshiarpur, Punjab
under AMRUT 2.0 Scheme

For details log onto: https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
Sd/- Executive Engineer

Punjab W/S & Sew. Division
RO No. 1721/12/2026/27/16320 Hoshiarpur

:: PEPSU ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION PATIALA ::
Head Office, Nabha Road, Patiala-147001

Tel: 0175-2311715-16, E-mail: prtc.gmo2015@gmail.com
TENDER NOTICE

PRTC, operating its ordinary bus service from various stations in Punjab to Delhi
and beyond, seeks sealed bids from the owner of hotels/restaurants/dhabas
located at the NH-1 (Delhi to Punjab wayside only) between Pipli and Karnal
(Haryana) having authorised entrance/exit at NH-1, adequate parking space,
basic amenities for halting of the buses.

Sr.
No.

Earnest money along with the
tender

Duration of
tender

Opening date/
time of tender

1. Rs. 1,00,000/- (in the form
of DD drawn in favour of MD,
PRTC payable at Patiala

17.10.2026 to
05.11.2026/upto
17.00 P.M

06.11.2026 at
11.30 AM

The tender form and detailed terms & conditions can be collected from the
office of General Manager (Operation), Head Office, Nabha road, Patiala on any
working day on payment of Rs. 1,000+ 18% GST 1180/- (Non Refundable) or it
can be downloaded from the www.pepsurtc.com & the fee of Rs. 1,000+ 18%
GST 1180/- (Non Refundable) can be deposited along with the tender.

Note:- The Managing Director, PRTC reserves the right to accept or reject any or
all the tenders without assigning any reason.

Managing Director
RO No. 1044/12/2026/27/16250 P.R.T.C. Patiala

GOVERNMENT OF PUNJAB
PUNJAB WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD

BID NO. ETENDER/EE/PWSSD/ROPAR/45/2026 Date: 16.10.2026

Executive Engineer, Pb. W/S & Sew., Divn. Ropar on the behalf of Chief Executive
Officer, Pb. W/S and Sew. Board Chandigarh invites online bids for the following works:-

Sr.
No.

Items Amount &
Time Limit

1. Rehabilitation of 5.5 MLD STP at Morinda Distt. Ropar (Under
Jal Hi Amrit Scheme Part II)

As per DNIT

2. Providing Water Supply Lines in Khunni Majra Areas & all
other works contingent thereto to at Khunni Majra Kharar.

Closing date & Time → 02.11.2026 upto 3.00 P.M.

Opening date & Time → 03.11.2026 upto 01.00 PM

Prebid Meeting Date → 27.10.2026 at 09.00 A.M.

For detailed log onto https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

Note: Any Corrigendum(s), to the Tender/RFP Notice shall be published on the above
website only.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
Pb. W/S & Sew. Divn.

RO No. 1796/12/2026/27/16307 Ropar

CHANDIGARH
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