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Special ‘Mahapuja’ at Somnath Temple
for Capt Smit Machchhar’s recovery

CM Adityanath felicitates police personnel, says UP
was brought out of ‘policy paralysis’ after 2017

Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Thursday asserted that the
state, which was earlier
"marred with riots and
curfews", was brought out of
"policy paralysis" after 2017.

The Chief Minister made
the remarks during the flag-
off ceremony of 87 interceptor
vehicles and medal
presentation for police
personnel in Lucknow.

Addressing a gathering,
CM Adityanath mentioned
Inspector Sunil Kumar of the
Uttar Pradesh Special Task
Force (STF), who was
posthumously awarded the
Kirti Chakra, for his
exceptional bravery during an
encounter with members of
the Mukim Kala gang in Shamli
district. "This is the first time
that an officer of UP Police has
been bestowed with the Kirti
Chakra," he observed.

He added that 16 other
security personnel from the
state have been awarded with
the President's bravery medal
and 10 UP Police personnel
have been awarded with the

Chief Minister's bravery
medal.

"When technology is
incorporated into thoughts
and behaviour, it also delivers
results. The identity that UP
Police has built today is the
result of this very thing," he
stated.

"No matter who the person
is, no matter how great they
may be, no matter the pride
of their position, if their
security is removed, it won't
take long for them to become
a scared cat in an atmosphere
of anarchy. Healthy thinking is
possible only in a healthy
environment...Therefore, the

tagline of the UP Police is 'Your
safety is our commitment'," he
added. CM Adityanath further
said that UP Police is
effectively carrying forward
the state government's policy
of 'zero tolerance' towards
crime and criminals.

The UP CM then referred
to the historic Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) filed in the
Supreme Court of India in
1996 by former Director
General of Police (DGP)
Prakash Singh, along with co-
petitioner N.K. Singh and the
organisation Common Cause,
seeking structural reforms to
overhaul the colonial-era
Police Act of 1861.

He stated: "Those reforms
were first implemented in
Uttar Pradesh. Moreover,
according to the demands, we
have so far made seven police
commissionerates in the
state." In a veiled attack on
the previous Samajwadi Party
government, CM Adityanath
said: "Before 2017, people
were reeling under an identity
crisis for hailing from Uttar
Pradesh.

PM Modi to meet Haryana
CM Saini, BJP MLAs on

October 3 in Delhi

New Delhi, All BJP MLAs
from Haryana, including Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
and state BJP President
Archana Gupta, are scheduled
to meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New Delhi
on October 3.

The meeting is expected to
take place on Saturday
evening and is likely to focus
on key political and
organisational issues
concerning Haryana and the
neighbouring states.

Sources said discussions
are expected to include
preparations and the political
situation ahead of the
upcoming Punjab Assembly

elections, as well as the
Opposition's narrative around
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

The meeting assumes
signif icance as the BJP
continues to review its
organisational preparedness
and electoral strategy in poll-
bound states. The party
leadership is also expected to
discuss how its state units
should respond to the
Opposition's allegations and
campaign on SIR.

All BJP MLAs from Haryana
are expected to attend the
meeting, along with Chief
Minister Saini and state BJP
President Archana Gupta.

Gujarat govt to honour Flydubai captain
Smit Machchhar with ‘Vishisht Gujarat

Garima Award’, Rs 25 lakh reward
Gandhinagar,  Gujarat

government is set to honour
Flydubai Captain Smit
Machchhar with the ‘Vishisht
Gujarat Garima Award’ for his
courageous role in helping
avert a major tragedy aboard
a Dubai-Tel Aviv flight, Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel
announced on Thursday.

Patel said Machchhar,
despite being wounded and
bleeding following the attack,
displayed extraordinary
courage and helped save the
lives of all 174 passengers
aboard the flight.

In a post on social media
platform X, Patel said the
world is saluting the captain's
courage and described his
actions as “extremely inspiring
and commendable”.

He said Machchhar, who is
of Gujarati origin, had brought
pride to Gujarat and the
country through his bravery.

“To honour his
extraordinary bravery and act
of humanity, the Gujarat
government will honour
Captain Smit Machchhar with

the ‘Vishisht Gujarat Garima
Award’,” Patel said. He added
that the entire state is praying
for Machchhar's speedy
recovery. Deputy Chief
Minister Harsh Sanghavi also
announced the award in a post
on X, saying that despite
being “gravely injured” in the
attack, Machchhar displayed
extraordinary courage and
saved 174 lives.

“Gujarat honours Captain
Smit Machchhar with the
‘Vishisht Gujarat Garima
Award’,” Sanghavi said, adding
that the world saluted his
bravery and Gujarat is proud
of its “brave son”. Sources in
the Chief Minister's Office
(CMO) confirmed to IANS that
the state government has also
announced a Rs 25 lakh cash
reward for Machchhar in
recognition of his actions.

The announcement comes
a day after Machchhar was
involved in a dramatic incident
aboard Flydubai flight FZ1073,
a Boeing 737 MAX 8 operating
from Dubai to Tel Aviv.

The aircraft was carrying
174 passengers, including 27
children, when the co-pilot
allegedly attacked Machchhar
inside the cockpit.

The aircraft subsequently
experienced a sharp descent
before being diverted to Tabuk
in Saudi Arabia and landing
safely. Despite his injuries,
Machchhar managed to open
the cockpit door, allowing
passengers and crew
members to enter and help
subdue the attacker.

Two passengers then
helped take control of the
aircraft, which was safely
landed in Tabuk. The incident
has drawn international
attention, with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu among those
publicly praising Machchhar's
actions.

Gir Somnath, A special
'Mahapuja' was performed at
the Somnath temple in Gujarat
on Thursday for the "speedy
recovery and long life" of
flydubai Captain Smit
Machchhar, who was seriously
injured during an alleged
cockpit attack on a Dubai-Tel
Aviv flight.

An uninterrupted
'Mahamrityunjaya Mantra
chanting ritual' was also
started at the first Jyotirlinga,
according to a statement
issued in connection with the
prayers.

The ritual was held seeking
the health and recovery of

Captain Machchhar, whose
actions during the in-flight
emergency have drawn
widespread praise.

Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel said the special
Mahapuja and an ‘Ayushya
Mantra Jaap Anushthan’ at
Somnath had been joined by
the collective prayers of
people across Gujarat and the
country. “The collect ive

prayers of the entire Gujarat
and all our countrymen are
associated with this special
Mahapuja and ‘Ayushya
Mantra Jaap Anushthan’ being
held at the first Jyotirlinga
Shree Somnath Mahadev for
the recovery of Captain Smit
Machchhar,” CM Patel said in
a post on social media
platform X. He prayed to Lord
Somnath for Machchhar’s
speedy and complete recovery
and long life.

Machchhar was the
captain of flydubai flight
FZ1073, which was travelling
from Dubai to Tel Aviv on
September 30 with 174

passengers.
During the flight, he was

allegedly attacked and
stabbed by his co-pilot in the
cockpit. Despite being
seriously injured, Machchhar
managed to open the cockpit
door, allowing passengers and
crew members to enter and
restrain the attacker.

The aircraft was
subsequently diverted to
Tabuk, Saudi Arabia, and
landed safely. Reports said
additional flydubai pilots
travelling as passengers also
assisted in taking control of the
aircraft before the emergency
landing.
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