
Mumbai: The recent death
by suicide of  a second-year
IIT-Bombay student brought
into sharp focus one of  the
most legally complex and em-
otionally charged areas of
criminal law: abetment of  su-
icide. At its core, the offence
requires a trial court to
ascertain whether a person’s
words, actions, neglect or de-
reliction directly instigated
and caused another indivi-
dual to take their own life.

IIT-B professor Suryanar-
ayana Doolla has been boo-
ked for allegedly abetting the
suicide and under provisions
of  the caste Atrocities Act,
while the student Sahil Wa-
kode’s parents, grieving an
irreplaceable loss, launched
afast to demand his arrest for
abetment too, an offence that
attracts up to 10 years’ rigoro-
us imprisonment and fine.

However, convictions in
abetment-related cases re-
main difficult to secure.
According to the National
Crime Records Bureau re-
port, only 26 of  210 trials
completed in 2024 ended in
conviction; 176 resulted in ac-
quittal and eight ended in
discharge. The recorded con-
viction rate was 12.4%. At the
year-end, 4,063 cases were
still pending trial, with the
pendency percentage at
94.9%.

Abetment, the Supreme
Court has held, involves “ins-
tigation” that is direct, proxi-
mate and intentional. The co-
re principle evolved through
a consistent line of  rulings is
that mere harassment,
humiliation, quarrels or
even cruelty don’t automati-
cally prove or amount to abet-
ment.

Proof  rests on specific fa-
cts and circumstances of
each case. Mens rea, Latin for
a guilty mind, is crucial to
prove the alleged instigation
was intentional. SC has said
mens rea cannot be presu-
med and must be established.

In a 2023 ruling, SC judge
Justice B R Gavai said, “The
close proximity should be su-
ch as to create a clear nexus
between the act of  instiga-
tion and the act of  suicide.”
For an abetment of  suicide
charge to stand, the accused
must be shown to have inten-
ded, through words or ac-
tions, to push the other per-
son into a position that left
them with no choice but to
die by suicide, the court held
while dropping the charge
against a man whose est-
ranged wife ended her life a
month after he allegedly re-
fused to let her return to their

matrimonial home.
A “direct influence or

oblique impact” of  the words
of  an accused on a person’s
mind is also not sufficient to
constitute abetment of  suici-
de, Bombay High Court Justi-
ces A S Chandurkar and Ji-
tendra Jain held in 2024 whi-
le acquitting 8 Nashik family
members.

Senior advocate Rajendra
Shirodkar said in the IIT-B
case, once the police probe is
over and if  the matter goes to
trial, the court will ascertain
whether there was abetment
and instigation, its proximi-
ty in time to the suicide, and
other surrounding factors.

Acquittals outnumber co-
nvictions, with four acquitta-
ls since 2021 in Mumbai, in-
cluding in the 2013 suicide
abetment case of  actor Jiah
Khan. On April 28, 2023, a spe-
cial CBI court acquitted ac-
tor Sooraj Pancholi, her then

boyfriend, of  abetment char-
ges, citing paucity of  eviden-
ce to prove direct instigation.

In multiple cases, the ac-
cused are on bail; in two ca-
ses, they are on pre-arrest ba-
il while trial is pending.

Advocate Mubin Solkar
said, “The Supreme Court
has said factors like the vic-
tim’s age, personality, up-
bringing, rural or urban
background, education and
self-confidence play a role in
evaluating a case. Instigation
involves goading, urging,
provoking, inciting or encou-
raging a person to do an act.
Importantly, words uttered
in a fit of  anger or emotion,
without intention that their
consequence should actually
follow, would not necessarily
constitute instigation.”

Explaining that a “delica-
te analysis of  human nature”
is involved in such cases, Su-
preme Court Justices A M

Khanwilkar and Dinesh
Maheshwari said in 2019,
“Human mind could be affec-
ted and could react in myriad
ways; and impact of  one’s ac-
tion on the mind of  another
carries several imponderab-
les. Similar actions are dealt
with differently by different
persons; and so far a particu-
lar person’s reaction to any
other human’s action is con-
cerned, there is no specific
theorem or yardstick to esti-
mate or assess the same.”

Advocate Prashant Patil
said to understand the law on
abetment of  suicide, one
must first understand the de-
finition of  abetment. “Supre-
me Court judgments have
consistently held that there
must be intention, or mens
rea, on the part of  the accu-
sed. Individual sensitivity to
a particular situation can-
not, by itself, amount to insti-
gation in law.” 

Abetment of suicide: When
words, actions invite charge
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CONVICTION IN JUST 26 TRIALS IN METROS IN ’24
Convictions in abetment-related cases are 
difficult to secure. Here’s a list of different 
legal outcomes in recent such cases:

Actor Sooraj Pancholi | 2023
 Acquitted in actor Jiah Khan’s suicide 

case; court found no evidence of direct 
instigation or mens rea

Actor Navin Nischol & brother | 2008
 Acquitted in wife Geetanjali’s suicide 

case; evidence was held insufficient  
despite her note blaming them

A businessman | 2026
 Acquitted in a 2013 suicide case; court 

said “mere harassment” was insufficient 
without intent and direct action

IIT-B student  
Arman Khatri | 2023

 Granted bail in 
classmate Darshan 
Solanki suicide 
case; court said 
allegations in a 
suicide note alone 
were insufficient. 
Trial is pending

2025 A man 
accused after 

a woman’s suicide was 
granted anticipatory bail; 
court held that a broken 
promise to marry does not 
automatically amount to 
abetment

BAIL
A Garje | 
2026

 Granted 
bail in 
wife’s 
suicide 
case; court 
found no 
prima facie 
mens rea

PRE-ARREST BAIL

1,406 
suicide deaths 

were registered 
in Mumbai

13% of suicides nationally 
were reported from 
Maharashtra — the highest 
among all Indian states

DISCHARGE
Mumbai resident Sukhdeo Sharma | 2026

 Discharged in his wife’s 1987 suicide case after the court 
found insufficient evidence

TRIALS 
PENDING
Nair Hospital resident 
Dr Payal Tadvi

 In the 2019 case of 
Dr Tadvi, a 26-year-
old resident doctor 
who died by suicide 
following alleged 
caste-based 
harassment, trial 
against three doctors 
remains pending. A 
special SC/ST court 
found prima facie 
evidence to proceed

Actor Pratyusha Banerjee
 Trial against actor Rahul Raj Singh in 

the 2016 suicide case remains pending.  
A sessions court rejected his discharge 
plea in 2023, finding prima facie evidence 
against him. The court said witness 
statements showed Singh made 
Banerjee’s life “a living hell”. It also held 
that the absence of a suicide note 
blaming the accused could not be 
sufficient to absolve him of the charges

ACQUITTALS
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STATOISTICS A slice of life in numbers

China put more robots in factories 
than next 9 markets combined

China installed over 3.5 lakh industrial robots in 2025 — nearly 
nine times the US. India ranked sixth with 10,500 installations, 

growing 15% from 2024

*Physical machines that can 
perform tasks with some 

autonomy in factories;  
Source: World Robotics 2026
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A27-year-old technician was lured through a gay dating app to
an isolated location in Nagpur, where two youths threatened

him at knifepoint, assaulted him and robbed him of Rs 37,000.
The incident occurred near Bahadura Phata on Oct 2. 

Police arrested Antariksh Mishra, 19, and Amit Patil, 23. A
similar case was registered against them in the past at
Mankapur police station, sources said. Investigators are
checking whether the duo was involved in more such incidents.
The complainant works at a private hospital and lives in the city. 

Police said he came in contact with the accused on a gay
dating app. The accused took him to an isolated location on their
bike. After reaching the spot, they threatened the complainant
at knifepoint, snatched his mobile phone and forced him to
transfer Rs 5,000 online, police said. — Soumitra Bose

Technician lured through dating app,
held at knifepoint, robbed of ̀̀ 37,000

Salil.Mekaad
@timesofindia.com

Indore: Somewhere betwe-
en a household dustbin at In-
dore’s New Ramnagar and
the garbage transfer station
(GTS) at Sangam Nagar, a
gold mangalsutra went mis-
sing on Saturday. It had slip-
ped into the dustbin by acci-
dent and was carried off
with the day’s waste. By eve-
ning, it was back with its ow-
ner, recovered by municipal
workers who heard her out
and then dug through piles
of  garbage to find it.

The day had begun like
any other for vehicle num-
ber MP 09 DP 2281, which
was making its regular ro-
unds in New Ramnagar. Dri-
ver Mohit Chauhan and hel-
per Hemant Rajkumar were
going from home to home,
collecting waste.

According to zone 4 chi-
ef  sanitary inspector (CSI)
Vijay Yadav, at one of  those
homes, a woman handed
over her household waste,
segregated into wet and
dry, as the collection sy-
stem requires. 

The vehicle moved on
along its route and eventu-
ally reached the GTS at
Sangam Nagar.

It was there, while the
waste was being processed,

that the woman arrived. She
told the staff  that her gold
mangalsutra had accidental-
ly fallen into the dustbin and
that its contents had already
gone into the collection vehi-
cle. By then, her waste had
been mixed in with everyt-
hing else the vehicle had gat-
hered on its route.

The staff  did not dismiss
her. Chauhan and Rajku-
mar, the very pair who had
made the collection, joined
GTS employees Amar and
Govind and began searching
through the waste that had
come in from New Ramna-
gar. They worked through it
with care and caution, and
the search paid off: the
mangalsutra was found.

Amar and Govind then
handed the ornament over
safely to the woman. 

She thanked the munici-
pal staff  and praised their
honesty, dedication to duty
and promptness.

Indore civic workers 
dig through trash to

recover woman’s gold
The woman told the
staff her gold
mangalsutra had
accidentally fallen
into the dustbin
and was already
mixed with the
waste collected by
the vehicle

Sultanpur:An Army ambulance
carrying the remains of  a sub-
edar-major collided with a sta-
tionary truck on the Purvanchal
Expressway here on Sunday, leav-
ing three of  his family and the
driver dead, police said.

The last remains was being
brought to his native village in
Deoria district in Uttar Pradesh
from Chandigarh when the acci-
dent took place around 8 am near
79.6 km-mark of  the expressway
in the Haliyapur area, close to the
Ayodhya-Sultanpur border, they
said. Subedar Major Satyawan’s
son, brother and nephew and the
ambulance driver died in the ac-
cident. Gaurav Singh (28), son of
the soldier, and the ambulance
driver, Jaspal (30), died on the
spot, while Rajan Chaudhary
(35), the soldier’s brother, and ne-
phew Ram Samujh Singh (40) suc-
cumbed to their injuries during
treatment at a hospital in Pithla-
Kumarganj in Ayodhya district,
police said.

According to police, the ambu-
lance went out of  control and
rammed into a truck parked on
the side of  the road. The impact
severely damaged the ambu-
lance. The four were accompany-
ing the remains of  Subedar Ma-
jor Satyawan, a resident of  Gali-
ya Dudhailla village in the Rudra-
pur area in Deoria district.

Police took the bodies into
custody and sent them for a post-
mortem examination. The fam-
ilies of  the deceased have been in-
formed, officials said.

The remains of  Subedar Ma-
jor Satyawan have been kept at
the Haliyapur police station
premises pending further ar-
rangements. Sultanpur SP Vi-
neet Jaiswal said District Magist-
rate Indrajeet Singh and he visit-
ed the spot after receiving infor-
mation about the accident. PTI

Army ambulance
carrying soldier’s
remains crashes

on UP e-way, 4 die

Pune: Drought-hit Marath-
wada stares at a fodder crisis,
a proverbial last straw for its
famished livestock.

Kharif  season’s failure
has led to an acute shortage of
crop residue, which means
farmers are now braced for
trouble as fodder stocks in se-
veral districts of  the Maha-
rashtra arid zone dip below
the state average.

“A farmer can survive one
failed crop by borrowing mo-
ney or waiting for the next sea-
son. But our cattle cannot wait.
They need to be fed daily, and
we need fodder for that,” said
Uddhav Ghodke, a farmer acti-
vist from Beed, one of  the are-
as where the paucity is severe.
As of  Sept 30, the state had abo-
ut 194.3 lakh tonnes of  fodder,
sufficient for an average of  188
days for its livestock popula-
tion of  nearly 2.78 crore. But
the state animal husbandry de-
partment has flagged conside-
rable regional variations.

In parts of  Marathwada,
the situation is precarious.
Jalna, for instance, has about
63 days of  fodder left. In Beed,
it is 65 days. Hingoli has about
121 days, Nanded 125 days,
while Chhatrapati Sambhaji-
nagar division, as a whole,
has fodder availability for on-
ly 113 days, the lowest among
Maharashtra’s divisions.

Experts warned that in-
sufficient and poor quality
fodder can directly impact li-
vestock health, especially
when animals are already un-
der stress because of  high da-
ytime heat and water shorta-
ges. “When cattle do not recei-
ve adequate energy, protein,
minerals and fibre, their body
condition deteriorates and

immunity can weaken. This
becomes particularly stress-
ful for lactating or pregnant
animals, even young calves,”
a senior animal husbandry
department official said. Pro-
longed nutritional stress, the
official warned, could lead to
reduced milk production, we-
ight loss, reproductive pro-
blems and increased suscep-
tibility to diseases.

In Marathwada, farmers
are likely to face increasing
pressure as the rabi season
progresses and livestock be-
gin to depend on stored fod-
der. Govt has identified 265 ta-
lukas where the situation is
worrisome. “The department
has begun distributing im-
proved and hybrid fodder se-
eds with 100% subsidy. Indivi-
dual farmers can receive assi-
stance of  up to Rs 4,000 for one
hectare, while groups can re-
ceive up to Rs 20,000 for five
hectares,” Kiran Patil, the
state’s animal husbandry
commissioner, told TOI.

Officials are also prioriti-
sing fodder cultivation. Jo-
war and bajra, which grow re-
latively quickly and require
less rainfall, have been identi-
fied as suitable fodder crops
in areas facing water stress.
Other proposals include sour-
cing fodder from forests, unu-
sed govt land and pastures.

Failed kharif, rising
heat trigger fodder

crisis in Marathwada 
Sandip.Dighe@timesofindia.com
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Govt has identified 265 talukas
where the situation is worrisome
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Guwahati: The body of  a 71-
year-old Kuki farmer was re-
covered Sunday from a remo-
te forest area in Manipur’s
Kangpokpi district with his
hands tied, hours after su-
spected Naga militants alle-
gedly abducted him from his
field hut before setting it on fi-
re Saturday. According to the
local village council, Hem-
jang Haokip was likely tortu-
red and beaten to death as his
body bore injury marks.

Security forces recovered
the body with the aid of  sniffer
dogs after Haokip’s clothes
were found near his field hut.
The latest killing in the strife-
torn state has further infla-
med tensions between the Ku-
ki and Naga communities.

The Kuki Youth Organisa-
tion, in a statement, said,
“The circumstances and con-
dition in which he was found
is horrifying and have sent
shockwaves throughout the
Kuki community. The invol-
vement of  NSCN-IM and
Tangkhul elements in this in-
cident has further intensified
the anger and anguish of  the
community.” The outfit war-
ned that the Kuki community
would not remain silent. “We
will mobilise every available
community mechanism and
take every necessary step wit-
hin our capacity,” it said.

On Saturday, a Kuki villa-
ge authority had issued a 24-
hour ultimatum to the state
authorities, demanding Hao-
kip’s safe return by Sunday
and warning of  widespread
protests if  he was not found.

Manipur farmer abducted from
field, found dead with hands tied 


