
France protests turn violent, 
crowds vow to shake govt
Angry crowds set cars ablaze & damages shops, prompting police to deploy 
tear gas, water cannons as authorities say at least 272 arrested

PARIS

A car and a newspaper kiosk were 
set on fire in Paris as police used 
tear gas and water cannons to dis-
perse violent groups of  protesters, 
while similar tensions erupted Sat-
urday in other big cities on the 
fringes of  nationwide demonstra-
tions against rising living costs and 
in support of  high school students’ 
grievances.

Interior Minister Laurent Nuñez’s 
office described “a growing number 
of  violent incidents,” including as-
saults on police officers, looting or 
attempted looting of  shops and dam-
age to public buildings. Authorities 
reported at least 272 arrests across 
the country, including in Paris.

In the French capital, police used 
tear gas and water cannons to push 
back people wearing hoods and 
masks and throwing fireworks and 
other objects at officers in the Place 
de la République, northeast of  the 
Paris city center. 

Large numbers of  riot police 
were deployed in the square and 
surrounding streets. The majority 
of  peaceful protesters joined a 
march that moved toward north-
western Paris. 

The crowd chanted France’s na-
tional anthem as French flags were 
waved. 

The chants were accompanied by 
people playing trumpets and violins. 
Meanwhile, police were working to 
prevent other small groups of  pro-

testers from converging on govern-
ment buildings, Nuñez’s office said.

Many metro stations were closed 
Saturday at police request, includ-
ing those around the Champs-
Elysées and near the presidential 
palace, parliament and government 
offices.

Violence hit Lyon, Marseille
In Lyon, France’s third-largest city, 
where about 20,000 protesters joined 
the march, fire broke out inside a 
tourist office. Smoke and flames were 
seen rising from the building. In the 
southern port city of  Marseille, some 

shops and a municipal police station 
were damaged, while some protesters 
briefly forced their way into the lobby 
of  City Hall.

“This is unacceptable,” Marseille 
Mayor Benoît Payan told BFM TV, 
describing the damage in City Hall 
as “limited.”

Nuñez’s office also reported 
violence by masked groups in 
Rennes, Toulouse, Montpellier and 
Grenoble, among other cities. 
Student groups protesting since 
mid-September through school 
blockades have urged supporters to 
join them� AP

Tirana

Albania’s capital Tirana saw clashes 
for a fifth straight day  on Saturday as 
protesters demanded the resignation 
of  Prime Minister Edi Rama, who 
pledged to listen to their concerns. Af-
ter several hundred people, some 
masked, gathered around noon in 
front of  the ministry of  education, 

growing crowds later spread across 
the city turning into more violent 
clashes.

Protesters threw rocks at the po-
lice and set litter bins on fire, using 
them as barricades to prevent the 
police from advancing. Violent dem-
onstrations have rocked Tirana 
since Tuesday, with thousands of  
protesters calling for Rama to step 

down as they complain about uni-
versity conditions and high tuition 
fees. � AFP

A car burns during a cost-of-living protest in Paris on Saturday |  ap

A protester clashes with a police unit during 
an anti-government demonstration in central 
Tirana on Saturday |  afp

Albania police fires rubber 
bullets as protests enter 5th day 

Houthis claim Saudi 
strikes on Yemen kill 12
Sanaa: Saudi airstrikes killed at 

least 12 people, including three 
children, in Yemen, Houthi media 

reported on Saturday. Strikes 
hit homes in Taiz and Dhamar, 

wounding at least 33 others, 
the Iran-backed group said. It 

accused Saudi of using globally 
banned cluster bombs.

Egypt weighs Saudi 
defence aid if requested
CAIRO: Egypt’s parliament will 
hold an emergency session  on 
Sunday after President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi  sought approval 
to support Saudi Arabia’s 
defences against Houthi attacks, 
if  requested. Sisi  stressed any 
deployment would be defensive, 
as Houthi attacks threaten Saudi.

Iran declares Strait 
of Hormuz closed as 
tanker attacks mount
Tehran

Four tankers have reportedly come under attack in 
Gulf  waters since Friday, with a fifth targeted off  Yem-
en’s coast. Iran’s navy said a tanker caught fire and was 
immobilised in the Gulf  of  Oman, while the Revolu-
tionary Guards reported two supertankers hit by mines 
in the Strait of  Hormuz. The Guards’ navy declared the 
strait “closed”, warning ships to coordinate with Ira-
nian armed forces for safe passage.

“A supertanker ... carrying more than two million bar-
rels of  crude oil ... struck a mine, triggering an explosion 
and a fierce fire,” the Guards said. Later, it reported a 
second supertanker had also caught fire after hitting a 
mine. The tankers’ flags and cargo origins remain un-
known. UKMTO reported two tanker strikes on Friday. 
Iran requires ships to seek its approval to cross the strait, 
which carries about a fifth of  global oil consumption.

Saudi intercepts four drones
Saudi Arabia said on Saturday that it had intercepted 
four drones, including over the capital Riyadh, as the 

country comes under repeated fire 
from Yemen’s Houthis. “We have 
intercepted and destroyed four 
drones over the past few hours in 
the regions of  Riyadh, the Eastern 
Province, and the South,” coali-
tion spokesman Turki al-Malki 

wrote on X. Riyadh backs Yemen’s government against 
the Iran-backed Houthis and accuses Tehran of  fuel-
ling their latest escalation, a charge Iran denies.

Iran to mediate in Yemen war
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said Satur-
day that Tehran supports a “political process” to re-
solve the conflict between Saudi Arabia and Yemen’s 
Iran-backed Houthis. 

“We support an inclusive and comprehensive politi-
cal process as the only practical and sustainable way to 
resolve the issue,” Araghchi said in a speech at the Or-
ganisation of  Islamic Cooperation in Baghdad.  

Araghchi repeated Iran’s offer to mediate between 
the two sides.  Deputy Foreign Minister Saeed Khatib-
zadeh previously said Riyadh has not responded to 
Iran’s overture. 

In his speech, Araghchi also said “either we build 
security together, or we will endure insecurity to-
gether”, adding that Tehran was willing “to cooper-
ate with all its brothers and neighbours to achieve 
the first option”.� Agencies

Israeli settlers attack 
European diplomatic 
convoy, French mayor
Ramallah/ NEW YORK: Israeli 
settlers on Saturday attacked 
a convoy of European 
diplomats and beat up a 
visiting French mayor, in an 
escalation of recent violence 
during the Palestinian olive 
harvest, witnesses and 
diplomats told AFP. Cars from 
the French, Belgian and Polish 
missions had brought 
diplomats to visit Taybeh, a 
largely Christian village in the 
occupied West Bank, when 
settlers descended to stop 
Palestinians from gathering 
olives, witnesses said. Masked 
settlers made aggressive 
statements towards the 
diplomats before kicking 
Bernard Baudoux, 78, the 
leftist mayor of the northern 
French town of Aulnoye-
Aymeries, according to 
witnesses and diplomats who 
confirmed his identity. �A FP
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