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The Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ment has announced plans to 
transform the Rayalaseema 
region of the state into a glo-
bal fruit bowl by developing it 
as a world-class horticulture 
hub. 

The chief minister directed 
officials to transform the 
drought-prone Rayalaseema 
region into a global centre for 
horticultural crops. 

"Naidu announced plans to 
transform Rayalaseema into a 
global fruit bowl by devel-
oping it as a world-class hor-
ticulture hub," an official 
release said late on Thursday. 

On October 2, the southern 
state will launch an integrated 
horticulture hub programme 
at Madanapalle in Anna-
mayya district, where the 
foundation stone will also be 
laid for the Indian School of 
Agriculture. 

Naidu said the objective 
was to create a horticulture 
ecosystem capable of taking 
Andhra Pradesh's horticul-
tural produce to international 
markets. 

The CM said the Rayala-
seema Integrated Horticul-
ture Hub would be developed 
across 10 districts, including 
the erstwhile Prakasam dis-
trict through 201 clusters. 

Reviewing the proposed 
horticulture hub, he said de-
velopment works involving 
nearly Rs 1 lakh crore would 
be taken up under a public-
private partnership model. Of 
this, the government would 
invest Rs 40,000 crore and the 
private sector Rs 60,000 
crore, the release said. 

Recalling the severe 
drought and rainfall defi-
ciency that had affected Raya-
laseema in the past, Naidu 
said several initiatives have 
now created a more favour-

able environment for agricul-
ture. 

He said water was being 
brought to the drought-prone 
region through micro-irriga-
tion, Handri-Neeva and 
Galeru-Nagari projects, along 
with the construction of farm 
ponds and check dams. 

The CM said water had 
been taken through the Han-
dri-Neeva canal for nearly 
660 km up to Kuppam. 

With industries ranging 
from Kia to defence projects 
coming up in the region, 

Rayalaseema has witnessed 
industrial transformation, 
and the horticulture sector 
should now drive the next 
phase of economic trans-
formation, he said. 

According to the CM, Raya-
laseema region was turning 
its drought into an opportun-
ity and moving from distress 
towards development. 

Naidu directed officials to 
integrate horticultural crops, 
Farmer Producer Organisa-
tions (FPOs), food-processing 
industries and marketing sys-

tems across 201 clusters in 10 
districts. 

He called for strengthening 
FPOs at cluster, constituency, 
district and state levels and 
encouraging farmers to form 
FPOs and collectively market 
their produce, following a 
model similar to the cooper-
ation seen among Devel-
opment of Women and 
Children in Rural Areas 
(DWCRA) groups. 

Further, the CM also re-
viewed measures to reduce 
the impact of El Nino on agri-
culture and directed officials 
to prepare an alternative 
crop plan based on produc-
tion, consumption and 
trade opportunities. 

It was decided to ap-
proach the Centre on culti-
vation and procurement of 
crops such as chickpea, 
black gram, green gram, 
red gram, ragi, maize, 
jowar and onion, as well as 
on Minimum Support 
Prices, the release said. 

The CM directed the 
Agriculture Department to 
use AI-based analytical sys-
tems to identify crops that 
would provide maximum 
benefit to farmers and con-
sumers in different regions, 
including advanced 
measures to prevent infla-
tion.
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Andhra Pradesh will conduct 
a statewide trial run of the 
‘Sanjeevani’ integrated health-
care programme from De-
cember 10 and implement it 
fully from January 1, Health 
Minister Satya Kumar Yadav 
said on Friday. Launching 71 
health chariots for Anantapur 
and Sri Sathya Sai districts 
from Dharmavaram on the oc-
casion of Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyay’s birth anniversary, 
the minister said the program 
was designed to connect 
health screening with diagno-
sis, treatment and follow-up 
care. 

The health chariots will pro-
vide 41 types of medical tests 
free of cost, including tests for 
diabetes, blood parameters, 

kidney and liver functions. The 
minister said tests that nor-
mally cost between Rs 3,000 
and Rs 5,000 would also be 
covered. Reports would be 
sent to beneficiaries through 
phone or WhatsApp within 48 
hours. Under Sanjeevani, every 
individual will have a digital 
health profile containing 
medical history, previous test 
results, blood pressure, blood 
sugar, blood group, treatment 
received and medicines being 
taken. Details of doctors’ ad-
vice, appointments, medi-
cation and follow-up tests will 
also be linked to the profile. 

The system will also link pa-
tients with the appropriate 
healthcare facilities. Coordina-
tors have been arranged at 
more than 2,000 hospitals 
across the State, while ASHA 

workers and ANMs will follow 
up with people whose tests in-
dicate health concerns. They 
will guide patients on hospi-
tals, doctors and appointments 
and monitor treatment and 
medication after consultations. 

The government plans to de-
ploy 933 health chariots across 
Andhra Pradesh. The vehicles 
will visit villages, conduct tests 
and register health informa-
tion before linking benefici-
aries to further medical care. 

The minister said Sanjee-
vani had initially been intro-
duced in Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu’s Kuppam 
constituency before being ex-
tended to hospitals and pri-
mary health centres in 
Chittoor and Kurnool districts 
and later to Giddalur and Gan-
navaram areas. The program 
aims to identify diseases at an 
early stage rather than wait 
until they become severe, 
thereby reducing the financial 
burden of illness on families, 
the minister said. He said the 
program was named after the 
Sanjeevani herb associated 
with saving lives in the Ra-
mayana. The minister said the 
health chariots would be inte-
grated with the Sanjeevani 
platform from January 1 as 
part of the state-wide rollout.
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Tahsildar 
assess 
situation of 
cyclone 

Tahsildar Nagarjuna 
assessed the situation 

with regard to incessant 
rains in advance and 
alerted the revenue staff. 
Fishermen have been 
advised not to venture out 
in the coastal villages 
irrespective of the 
prevailing rains and 
advised the fishermen not 
to venture out unless it is 
urgent. Rehabilitation 
centres have been set up 
to evacuate people to 
safer places, if required. 
During his two-day visit to 
the affected areas, he took 
stock of the damage 
caused to horticulture and 
other crops. Officials are 
going to the villages 
where information is 
received from the 
farmers, inspecting the 
crops and assessing the 
damage. The tahsildar 
also directed the revenue 
staff to look into whether 
the fishing boats and nets 
of the fishermen were 
damaged. Steps have 
been taken to divert the 
stagnant water from the 
rains through the proclain 
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Andhra Pradesh Home Min-
ister Vangalapudi Anitha fel-
icitated three police 
personnel from Anakapalle 
district for their achiev-
ements in policing, sports 
and social service. Home 
Minister Anitha invited the 
three personnel to her resi-
dence at Nakkapalli, con-
gratulated them and shared a 
meal with them. She said en-
couraging police personnel 
who demonstrate commit-
ment and excellence in their 
duties was part of her respon-
sibility. Woman constable V. 
Vijaya was felicitated for her 
performance in the recently 
held State-level police sports 
competitions, where she won 
six gold medals. Home Min-
ister Anitha praised Vijaya for 
excelling in sports while con-

tinuing to discharge her re-
sponsibilities as a police con-
stable. The Home Minister 
also appreciated constable 
Rambabu of Payakaraopeta 
police station for his use of 
technology in investigating 
cases. According to the min-
ister, Rambabu played a key 
role in tracing suspects in sev-
eral cases, particularly motor-
cycle thefts, by using IT Core 
Analysis to track their move-
ments. Narsipatnam DSP 

Srinivasa Rao was also hon-
ored for his decision to do-
nate his organs. Minister 
Anitha commended his con-
tribution as an example of hu-
manitarian values and social 
responsibility. The Home 
Minister said police person-
nel who combine profes-
sional duties with 
achievements in sports, tech-
nological innovation and pub-
lic service should be 
encouraged and supported.

‘SANJEEVANI’ HEALTH PROGRAM ROLL 
OUT ACROSS STATE FROM JANUARY 1

Minister Anita felicitates police 
personnel for social contributions

Kharif paddy procurement from November 1
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Andhra Pradesh will begin 
procurement of Kharif paddy 
from November 1, Civil 
Supplies Minister Nadendla 
Manohar said, assuring 
farmers that comprehensive 
arrangements were being 
made for procurement, trans-
portation and milling. Speak-
ing at a workshop organized 
by the Civil Supplies Depart-
ment in Vijayawada, Manohar 
said the government planned 
to establish 2,619 paddy pro-
curement centers across the 
State and procure around 37 
lakh metric tonnes of paddy 

during the season. 
Around 24,000 personnel 

would be deployed for the 
procurement operations, 
while 31,000 vehicles 
would be made 
available to trans-
port paddy from 
threshing yards 
to rice mills, he 
said. The govern-
ment was also plan-
ning to reimburse 
transportation costs to 
farmers this season.The min-
ister said the impact of El 
Niño had resulted in lower es-
timates of crop yields and, 
consequently, the expected 

quantity of paddy available for 
procurement.  

However, he directed offi-
cials to ensure that farmers 

were able to sell their 
produce on time and 

were not left with 
stocks for pro-
l o n g e d 
periods.The work-

shop was organ-
ized to coordinate 

the involvement of 
various departments in the 

procurement process, includ-
ing management of procure-
ment centers, transportation, 
supply of gunny bags, milling 
capacity and payment proce-

dures. Minister Manohar 
stressed the need for advance 
planning so that payments to 
farmers were not delayed 
after their paddy was pro-
cured. He called for close co-
ordination among officials 
and departments to ensure 
smooth movement of produce 
from procurement centers to 
mills. The government’s pro-
curement arrangements are 
aimed at ensuring that 
farmers have access to desig-
nated centers and that the en-
tire chain, from procurement 
and transportation to milling 
and payment is completed 
without unnecessary delays.
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Andhra Pradesh Minister K 
Atchannaidu on Friday di-
rected officials to survey 
crop losses caused by the 
recent heavy rains trig-
gered by the deep de-
pression. The minister 
directed officials to visit 
flooded fields, assess the 
condition of crops and ad-
vise farmers on draining 
excess water and managing 
excess moisture. “Atchan-
naidu directed officials to 
immediately survey the 
crop losses caused by the 
deep depression and gales,” 
a press release said. In rain-
affected areas, the state 
Agriculture minister di-
rected officials to create 
awareness among farmers 
on measures to salvage the 
remaining crops. The min-
ister stressed the need to 
conserve rainwater.

Survey on crop 
loss
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AIYF state organising secretary 
Sheikh Subhani has criticised 
the state government for spend-
ing public money on social 
media campaigns despite 
claiming that there is no funds 
in the treasury to pay the unem-
ployment allowance promised 
to lakhs of unemployed youth. 
He was speaking at a press con-
ference held at the CPI office in 
Chilakaluripeta town on Friday 
along with AIYF and commu-
nity leaders. Subhani recalled 

the government’s election as-
surance that if voted to power 
during the elections, every un-
employed person would be 
given an unemployment allow-
ance of Rs 3,000 per month. He 
alleged that after coming to 
power, those promises were ig-
nored. The government is mak-
ing excuses to pay Rs 3,000 per 
month to the youth who have 
completed their studies and are 
facing difficulties due to lack of 
employment. It is shameful to 
spend lakhs and crores of ru-
pees on social media in-
fluencers, he lamented.

Govt spending on 
social media 
campaign criticized  


