
 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
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GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   19 7 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 28 19 LC
Italy (Rome) 26 13 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 25 17 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 32 25 SNY
Maldives (Male) 28  26 LR
Mauritius (Port Louis) 27 21 SNY

Singapore 31 27 TDS
South Korea (Seoul) 25 13 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 14 19 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 33 26 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 12 18 LC
UAE (Dubai) 34 30 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 33 24 LR
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Teen 
sentenced to 20 years in prison  
for plotting murder in UK

09 KOTTAYAM

Homeless man insults  
Erdogan to get bed in 
jail 
Ankara: A Turkish homeless man 
admitted to intentionally 
committing the offence of 
insulting President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan in order to get access to 
food and a bed in jail, media 
reports said on Friday. “I have 
nowhere to stay, I sleep in 
rubbish dumps. That is why I did 
it,” he told a court, which jailed 
him pending trial for the offence, 
according to newspaper Sozcu. 
He had reportedly tried three 
times before, but failed to get 
arrested. Insulting the president 
is a criminal offence in Turkey.

E X P R E S S  R E A D Russia strikes nine Ukraine 
regions in latest escalation 
KYIV

RUSSIAN attacks on nine regions 
of  Ukraine caused emergency pow-
er outages for hundreds of  thou-
sands of  households and damaged 
numerous homes, wounding 15 
people, officials said Friday.

The latest aerial strikes on civil-
ian targets came as fears mount 
that a sharp deterioration in rela-
tions between Ukraine and the 
United States this week could leave 
Ukraine further exposed to Rus-
sia’s escalating aerial assaults as 

the bitter winter approaches.
Russia’s heavy bombardment of  

the power grid before winter sets in 
has been an annual feature of  the 
war, aiming to wear down Ukraine’s 
appetite for the fight by denying ci-
vilians heating and running water. 
Ukrainian officials have warned 
that Russia is stockpiling ballistic 
missiles for more attacks in the 
coming months.

Ukraine on Thursday abandoned 
a brief  truce on energy-related tar-
gets that it said Moscow didn’t heed 
despite US President Donald 

Trump’s demand for a ceasefire.
 Ukraine is desperately short of  

the US-made Patriot missiles it 
needs to protect against Russia’s 
devastating ballistic missile at-
tacks, despite Zelenskyy’s pleading 
for Washington to send more. 

He said in Brussels that small 
numbers of  Patriot interceptors 
have reached Ukraine in recent 
months, either bought for Kyiv 
from the US by European countries 
or provided by other countries 
around the world from their own 
stocks. AP

TEHRAN 

IRAN warned that it will take 
“precise, appropriate retalia-
tory measures” at the right 
time to counter enemy threats 
to its energy facilities, a day af-
ter the US indicated 
that it is considering 
using its biggest non-
nuclear bomb on the 
Islamic Republic’s en-
ergy sites. 

Iran’s acting oil 
minister said Tehran 
would respond “immediately 
and appropriately to any US 
threat to Iranian energy facili-
ties”. “The war that the United 
States started by ignoring in-
ternational norms has affected 

the energy sector globally,” Al 
Jazeera quoted Hamid Bovard 
as saying. “We will take precise 
and appropriate retaliatory 
measures at the right time to 
counter enemy threats.”

The US military is mulling 
the use of  the largest 
non-nuclear bomb in 
its arsenal, called the 
‘ m o t h e r  o f  a l l 
bombs,’ to target 
Iran’s energy infra-
structure and nucle-
ar sites, a report 

said.  The use of  the GBU-43/B 
Massive Ordnance Air Blast 
Bomb (MOAB) will mark sig-
nificant escalation in the war 
on Iran, which has now 
stretched into eighth month.

Iran ‘ready to respond’ as US 
mulls use of mother of bombsMore Houthi missiles intercepted over Riyadh 

Sustained attacks keep pressure on Saudi regime; strike on Yemen’s presidential palace kills five, wounds 16 

RIYADH

THE Saudi-led coalition fight-
ing Yemen’s Houthis said on 
Friday that it intercepted mis-
siles and drones over Riyadh 
and other areas, as the kingdom 
comes under sustained attacks 
from its Iran-backed foes.

Saudi Arabia leads a military 
coalition that has supported 
Yemen’s internationally recog-
nised government against the 
Houthis for over a decade.

“We intercepted and de-
stroyed three drones in the 
southern area and Riyadh... 
and two cruise missiles over 
the Red Sea,” coalition spokes-

man Turki al-Malki wrote on 
social media. 

He added that “in the past 
hours, we intercepted and de-
stroyed a ballistic missile over 
Yanbu”, a city home to the ter-
minus of  a major oil pipeline 
on the Red Sea coast.

The pressure on Saudi Ara-
bia, the world’s largest oil ex-
porter, comes as global energy 
markets were already rattled 
by Iran’s closure of  the strate-
gic Strait of  Hormuz at the 
outset of  the wider West Asia 
conflict in February.

The Houthi attacks have pro-
liferated since the group 
launched a lightning offensive 

in Yemen in September, seizing 
strategic government-held ter-
ritory along the Red Sea coast 
overlooking a major choke-
point for global shipping.

Yemeni government forces 
have launched a counteroffen-
sive with Saudi air support to 
retake areas seized by the 
Houthis, but have so far failed 
to reverse their gains.

On Thursday, the group 
launched a deadly missile at-
tack on the presidential palace 
in the interim seat of  the Yem-
eni government in Aden, kill-
ing five people and wounding 
16 others, according to the
health minister. AgenciesPeople crowd at a minibus station to leave the city of Taiz in Yemen | AFP


