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Madrid: Nicolo Tresoldi’s
hat-trick powered Club Brug-
ge to a stunning 4-3 Champi-
ons League victory at Inter
Milan on a night of scares for
Europe’s heavyweights on
Tuesday, with BayernMunich
held 3-3 at Viking Stavanger
while Barcelona recovered to
beatGalatasaray 4-1.

Bayern fought back from
two goals down to lead in Nor-
way but Michael Olise’s dis-
missal left them exposed and
HermanJohanHaugen struck
in added time to earn Viking a
point.

Barcelona proved more
convincing in Istanbul, over-
turningafirst-half deficitwith
Lamine Yamal supplying two
assists, while Atletico Madrid
won 2-0 against Manchester
United, who had Leny Yoro
sent off, and Arsenal scored
three times in seven minutes
to defeat Lille 3-0.

Tresoldi, who had already
hit the post, put Brugge ahead
with a penalty on the half-
hour mark after Hakan Cal-
hanoglu fouledCarlos Forbs.

Lautaro Martinez equal-
ised before half-time, holding
off his marker and turning to
finish after Marcus Thuram
and Federico Dimarco com-
bined down the left.

But a misunderstanding
between Inter goalkeeper
Josep Martinez and his de-
fence allowed Carlos Forbs
to knock the ball through the
keeper’s legs, leaving Tresoldi
to tap intoanemptynetandre-
storeBrugge’s lead.

Tresoldi completedhis hat-
trick in the 74thminute before
Martinez’s second goal seven
minutes later revived Inter’s
hopes.

Romeo Vermant made it
4-2 in the 87th minute, leav-
ing Ange-Yoan Bonny’s reply
deep into added time as scant
consolation for the home sup-
porters.

Gianni Stensness head-
ed Viking ahead from a sec-
ond-minute corner and the
hosts doubled their advan-
tage in the 38th with a sweep-

ing counter-attack as Bayern
pressed for an equaliser.

Harry Kane began the
comeback with a 54th-minute
penalty following a lengthy
VAR review of Kristoffer Hau-
gen’s foul on Konrad Laimer,
then headed Bayern level six
minutes later.

Kane has now scored in
nine successive Champions
Leaguematches, equalling the
competition’s second-longest
scoring run, behind Cristiano
Ronaldo’s 11.

Barcelona also trailed
after Alexey Batrakov scored
for Galatasaray in the 28th
minute.

Joao Cancelo equalised
just before half-time and
Yamal then set up Fermin
Lopez and Anthony Gordon
to score in the 50th and 53rd
minutes. Reuters

Barcelona’s LamineYamal shows audacious skill before
providing an assist toAnthonyGordonduringTuesday’s

ChampionsLeaguematch againstGalatasaray atRamsPark
in Istanbul. (Picture sourced fromX)

Brugge stun Inter, Bayern survive
Yamal provides twoassists asBarcelona rally to beatGalatasaray

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
INTER MILAN 3
CLUB BRUGGE 4

GALATASARAY 1
BARCELONA 4

OTHERRESULTS
lLens 0 Sporting CP 2
lSabah 2 Slavia Prague 0
lArsenal 3 Lille 0
lRB Leipzig 1 PSV 0
lViking 3 Bayern Munich 3
lVillarreal 3 Napoli 1
lAtletico 2 Man United 0

Mysore: Trainer Pradeep An-
naiah’s Power Of Beauty (An-
tony Raj-up) may come good
in the 1,400m K.Thamman-
na Gowda Memorial Trophy,
the feature event here on
Thursday.

SELECTIONS

2pm: Seductive 1.TheWelcome 2.
DakshinVijay 3.
2.30pm: Saro Fly 1.Trump Baby 2.
Elsa 3.
3pm: Gloriousness 1.Asio 2. Joon-
dalup 3.
3.30pm:Conquistador 1.Renoir 2.
Estelle 3.
4pm: Power Of Beauty 1.Vishwas 2.
Sassy Sarah 3.
4.30pm:Quantum 1.Brave Heart 2.
Bright Thunder 3.
5pm: Dear Lady 1.Ankush 2.Super
Stride 3.

STARRACER

‘Beauty’ for
feature

Madrid: Lisandro Martinez
added to Manchester United’s
troubled start to the season by
calling out the club’s hierar-
chy following a 2-0 loss to At-
letico Madrid in the Champi-
ons League.

In a post-game interview
on Tuesday, Martinez ques-
tioned the club’s off-season
recruitment after they had se-
cured a return to the Champi-
ons League this season.

“I have to control myself a
lot. But sometimes it’s a reflec-
tion in the mirror of how our
club is at the moment,” Mar-
tinez toldAmazonPrime.

“We did a fantastic season
last season. And now we ex-
pect more from the top, from
up, to bring more players to
compete because many teams
bring many players as well,
and today (Tuesday) also At-
letico they have an amazing
team and they deserved to
win.

“I expect more from our
technical director. I would
have to be honest, as the play-
ers,wehave todomore, but it’s
just importantwhenyoumake
a strong squad to be ready for
this kind of night.”

JasonWilcox isUnited’s di-
rector of football and the club
spent around $213 million on
players like Carlos Baleba,
Youri Tielemans and Andrey
Santos in the off-season. But

United have endured a diffi-
cult start to the campaign.

Defeat in Madrid extend-
ed United’s winless run to
five games in all competitions.
they have only once in the Pre-
mier League and is 13th in the
standings.

“Last season we did
everything. We created the
base to be an amazing team,”
Martinez said.

“It’s annoying, disappoint-
ing to come here (Madrid) and
I’m not seeing my team trying
to get an amazing result here,
it’s disappointing.”

Pablo Barrios scored in the
first minute for Atletico and
Ademola Lookman sealed vic-
tory in the secondhalf.

The latest setback will
add to the pressure on United
coachMichael Carrick.

“You start changing,
changing, changing manager.
But what about other areas?”
Martinez said.

“I can’t saymore.”
AP

Martinez
rips apart
United’s
hierarchy

LisandroMartinez (left)
of ManchesterUnited is
challenged byAtletico

Madrid’sAlexGrimaldo at
theMetropolitano inMadrid
onTuesday. (Getty Images)

Panchkula: Ankur Bhat-
tacharjee and Diya Chitale
produced impressive perfor-
mances to clinch the men’s
and women’s singles titles, re-
spectively, in the second Na-
tional Ranking Table Tennis
Championships at the Tau
Devi Lal IndoorHall here.

The Calcutta-born Bhat-
tacharjee, who moved to Har-
yana earlier this year, fought
hard to beat Maharashtra’s
Raegan Albuquerque 4-3 in
the men’s final, while Diya got
the better of Bengal’s Syndre-
laDas by an identicalmargin.

Bhattacharjee trailed 1-2
at one stage against Raegan,
but prevailed in a see-saw
seven-game final to claim his
first title of the season. He had
lost to Manav Thakkar in the
semi-finals of theKanpur leg.

Diya, representing RBI,
and Syndrela went neck and
neck before the former edged
ahead from a 3-3 scoreline to
emerge victorious 4-3.

The 17-year-old Syndre-
la was particularly impres-
sive with her backhand and
showednohesitation in taking
the initiative whenever oppor-
tunities arose. She capitalised
onDiya’s dip in form to stage a
memorable comeback.

However, Diya held on to
her slender advantage in the
decider to clinch the title.

Assam’s Priyanuj Bhat-
tacharyya clinched the U-19
boys’ title with a straight-
games victory over Tamil Na-
du’s PB Abhinand in the final,
while Divyanshi Bhowmick
claimed the girls’ title in the
same age category with a 4-1
victory over Syndrela.

With inputs fromPTI

Ankur and
Diya rule
the roost

PaddlerAnkur
Bhattacharjee. (X)

New Delhi: The experienced
duo of Shubhankar Sharma
and Anirban Lahiri will lead
a 27-strong Indian challenge
against a star-studded field
featuring seven Major win-
ners, including Rory McIlroy,
at the $4 million DP World
India Championship begin-
ning here onThursday.

Co-sanctioned by the DP
World Tour and the DPWorld
Professional Golf Tour of
India (PGTI), the champion-
ship will feature a strong Indi-
an contingent led by Sharma,
Lahiri and Gaganjeet Bhullar,

alongside in-form domestic
players suchasSaptakTalwar,
Khalin Joshi, Veer Ahlawat
andYuvraj Sandhu.

A total of 144 golfers will
be in action at the Delhi Golf
Club.

The international chal-
lenge will be led by McIlroy
and Tommy Fleetwood, who
returns as defending cham-
pion. The field also includes
Major champions Justin Rose,
Patrick Reed, Bubba Wat-
son and Shane Lowry, among
other leading names.

Sharma heads into the
tournament with renewed
confidence after winning the
Kapil Dev Invitational Tour
Championship last week,

whileLahiri returns to compe-
titionaftera seven-weekbreak
during which he focused on
fitness, recovery and mental
freshness.

“My main goal of playing
last week was to gain some
momentum coming into this
week. I wasn’t thinking about
winning,” Sharma said earlier
thisweek. PTI

Shubhankar Sharma

Sharma, Lahiri in
for huge challenge

DP WORLD INDIA
CHAMPIONSHIP

Wuhan: Top seed Aryna Sa-
balenka crashed out of the
Wuhan Open, falling 3-6, 6-4,
7-6 (7-5) to unseeded Ameri-
can Ann Li, ranked 31, in the
round of 32 onWednesday.

Jessica Pegula also exited
the tournament, with Jelena
Ostapenko rallying from a set
down to secure a 2-6, 7-6 (9-7),
6-3 victory.

In Shanghai, Daniil Med-
vedev is back in the Shanghai
Masters quarter-finals after
getting the better of Stefanos
Tsitsipas.

Fifth-seeded Medvedev
won 6-4, 7-5 to become only the
fourth player — after Roger
Federer, Novak Djokovic and
Andy Murray — to reach the
last eight of the tournament in
three straight years. Reuters

Sabalenka
crashes out


