
05 KOZHIKODE

V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan
A mark of respect, a commitment to care. With the landmark Elderly Care Bill, Keralam ensures 
that our senior citizens live with unconditional dignity, safety, and respect. By becoming the 
first state in India to introduce such comprehensive legislation for elderly care, Keralam leads 
the nation in compassionate and inclusive governance. “Your sacrifices built our present. We 
will safeguard your future.”  Together, let us usher in a new era of care for our elders in Keralam.
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Party emerges mobilising force behind the agitation against SIR
K  S  S R E E J I T H @T’Puram

IT is a dream comeback for the 
CPM, relegated to the sidelines 
of  national politics for over a 
decade. 

With its combined strength 
in both Houses of  Parliament 
countable on one hand, the par-
ty has emerged as the rallying 
force behind the agitation 
against the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of  electoral 
rolls.

Despite its declining elector-
al fortunes, the CPM has 
brought parties beyond the 
Congress-led INDIA bloc to-
gether around the agitation. 

By uniting forces across  
the political spectrum, the par-
ty has reasserted its role in op-
position coordination at a criti-
cal juncture in national 
politics.

CPM general secretary M A 
Baby’s letter to opposition lead-
ers, urging a united response to 
developments involving the 
Election Commission, proved 
decisive. He even reached out to 
the party’s bete noire in West 
Bengal, Trinamool Congress 
chief  Mamata Banerjee, seek-
ing her support for the 
agitation. 

Baby also met AAP convenor 
Arvind Kejriwal to broaden the 
campaign, despite the latter’s 
differences with the Congress 
leadership.

“After reports emerged about 
the SIR row, our available polit-
buro  (PB) realised on Septem-
ber 23 that the issue could trig-
ger a paradigm shift in the 
agitation against the Election 
Commission and the Union 
government,” Baby told TNIE.  

The PB decided to reach out 
to all non-NDA parties, includ-
ing those outside the INDIA 

bloc, to build a common plat-
form for joint action, he said. 
The outreach included the Shi-
romani Akali Dal, Biju Janata
Dal, Makkal Needhi Maiam, 
AAP and Trinamool Congress, 
among others.

This was followed by an IN-
DIA bloc coordination meeting 
on September 30, where opposi-
tion leaders agreed on a joint 
programme of  political action 
against the SIR and the EC. 

The October 10 protest in Del-
hi brought together leaders 
from parties often divided over 
political strategy and their ties 
with the Congress.

The participation of  Pi-
narayi Vijayan, Manik 
Sarkar, Mamata and 
Kejriwal underscored 
the breadth of  the 
mobilisation. 

For the CPM, the cam-
paign was an opportunity 
to demonstrate that its organi-
sational reach could unite par-
ties well beyond formal alliance 
boundaries.

Despite its electoral setbacks, 
the CPM continues to draw on 
its organisational network and 
experience in mobilising work-
ers, farmers and students 
around common issues. 

“We have maintained good 
relations with the CJP since 
the NEET agitation,” said CPM 
PB member Vijoo Krishnan. 

“We have consistently raised 
issues affecting students, farm-
ers and workers. We do not ap-
proach issues with a sense of  
fatalism. After 2014, the Modi 
government was forced to with-

draw the land acquisition ordi-
nance and the farm laws, in 
which the CPM played a major 
role,” he said.

The initiative also comes 
amid questions over the CPM’s 
ability to sustain its national 
political engagement following 
the death of  former general 
secretary Sitaram Yechury in 
September 2024. Yechury had 
maintained close ties with Con-
gress leaders, including Rahul 
Gandhi, and played a key role 
in coordinating opposition 
parties.

Baby’s outreach to leaders 
like Mamata and Kejriwal has 

helped the CPM expand its 
engagement beyond its 
immediate political cir-
cle. Whether this cross-
party mobilisation can 
translate into a more 

durable political align-
ment remains an open 

question.
A PB member cited Baby’s 

consistent presence at street 
protests as another defining 
feature of  his leadership. 

“This is the first time we 
have seen a general secretary 
consistently joining protests, 
whether it is the workers’ agita-
tion in Noida or student pro-
tests at Jantar Mantar,” the 
leader said on condition of  
anonymity. 

“Prakash Karat and Yechury 
had senior leaders such as EMS 
Namboodiripad and Harkishan 
Singh Surjeet to guide them. 
Baby, however, has carried out 
the work without such senior 
leaders,” he said.

Vidyarambham observed  
at Malikappuram temple

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Sabarimala

IN A RARE coincidence af-
ter nearly 40 years, Vidyara-
mbham ceremony coincided 
with the Thulam monthly 
pooja at Sabarimala.

The Vidyarambham was 
held at Malikappuram Devi 
temple on Wednesday. About 
a dozen children participat-
ed in the ceremony led by 
Sabarimala melsanthi Pras-
ad Namboothiri and Malika-
ppuram melsanthi Manu 

Namboothiri in the presence 
of  tantri Kandararu Brah-
madathan at 8.30am after 
Usha pooja.

Bhagavathiseva was held 
at Malikappuram after Deep-
aradhana at 7pm, with hun-
dreds of  devotees participat-
i n g .  M e a n w h i l e , 
Sahasrakalasam was held at 
the Ayyappa temple on 
Thursday. The tantri per-
formed kalasa pooja at the 
mandapam south of  the 
Sreekovil  at  4  pm on 
Wednesday.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Mysuru

A four-year-old boy, who was watching the Dasara Jamboo Savari 
procession with his parents, suffered a serious head injury when 
police resorted to lathicharge to control the crowd at Highway 
Circle in Mysuru on Wednesday. The child, Shishira, is undergo-
ing treatment in the ICU at a private hospital.

One of  the family members of  the boy, Girish, told TNIE that 
police personnel deployed near the Highway Circle resorted to 
caning during the procession to control the crowd, and a baton 
struck the boy on the head while he was standing with his 
parents. 

The parents rushed the bleeding child to the hospital where 
doctors provided emergency treatment for the head injury. The 
child reportedly required stitches, and his condition has caused 
grave concern among his family.

“We brought our child to watch the Dasara. Was it necessary to 
wield a lathi against a small child?” Girish said, adding that doc-
tors told them that they have to perform a surgery to ensure that 
there was no blood clot.
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Need strong action against Jebi 
Mather, Sudhakaran: Unnithan
Kasaragod: Congress leader and MP Rajmohan Unnithan 
demanded action against Congress leader K Sudhakaran and 
Mahila Congress chief Jebi Mather for making public statements on 
internal matters of the party. Reacting strongly against the leaders 
for violating KPCC guidelines, Unnithan said that regardless of the 
opinions that leaders like him speak in public, they are bound by 
KPCC guidelines. Sudhakaran was reading out some text seemingly 
prepared by somebody and handed it out to him, said Unnithan 
who also criticised Jebi for issuing a public statement.  

P P Divya’s FB post fuels  
speculation on political future
Kannur: Amid CPM’s extended district committee meetings in 
Kannur and rumours about her inclusion in the committee, former 
party leader P P Divya shared a cryptic message on Facebook on 
Thursday, saying some partings are not losses but may mark the 
beginning of new paths. Divya was removed from all party posts 
after she was booked for abetting the suicide of then Kannur 
additional district magistrate K Naveen Babu, who was found 
dead at his official quarters on October 15, 2024, a day after he 
was publicly criticised by Divya during his farewell function. 

Govt to form special committee 
for labour code 
T’Puram: The government has decided to form a special committee 
to conduct a study on the implementation of the Labour Code and 
submit recommendations.  The decision was finalised in a meeting 
chaired by Chief Minister V D Satheesan at the secretariat, held in the 
presence of Labour Minister Bindhu Krishna and representatives from 
22 trade unions. The committee will be convened by the labour 
department secretary and will feature the additional secretary of the 
law department as a member, alongside seven representatives from 
labour unions and labour department officials.

Waqf Board chairman firm in 
stand on Munambam land
Kochi: Reiterating his stand that Munambam land is Waqf property, 
Waqf Board chairman M C Mayin Haji said there was no need to review 
the decision of the previous board headed by Rasheed Ali Shihab 
Thangal. “The board has already taken a decision and we have no 
right to change it. It is for the Tribunal or the High Court to review,” he 
told TNIE. Refuting allegations by Hindu organisations that he had a 
role in the 2003 Marad massacre, Haji challenged them to prove the 
allegations. “If there is even a petty case pending against me, expect 
for those booked as part of political struggle, let them prove it. I will 
accept any demand once they do,” he said. 

Vidyarambham 
ceremony 
being held at 
Malikappuram 
Devi temple on 
Wednesday

Lathicharge during Jamboo 
Savari: 4-year-old in ICU

From sidelines to centre 
stage, CPM rallies Oppn

This is the first time we have seen a general secretary consistently 
joining protests, whether it is the workers’ agitation in Noida or 
student protests at Jantar Mantar

A politburo member

Disabled man’s sit-in 
outside eatery exposes 
accesibility barriers
P O O J A  N A I R  @ Kozhikode 

FOR most people, walking into an eatery, ordering a 
meal and washing up afterwards are unremarkable 
parts of  everyday life. For persons with disability, how-
ever, such simple acts can become exercises in negotia-
tion, dependence and, at times, humiliation. In Koyi-
landy, a missing ramp at a restaurant turned an ordinary 
visit for a meal into a sit-in protest, exposing the gap 
between Keralam’s promise of  accessibility and the 
lived reality of  those who need it most.

Ashwin Babu, a schoolteacher from Muchukunnu, 
staged the protest outside the restaurant after he was 
unable to access the establishment because it lacked a 
ramp for wheelchairs.

He called off  the agitation after the management is-
sued a written assurance that a ramp and other disabil-
ity-friendly facilities, including accessible bathroom 

amenities, would be pro-
vided by October 25. 

According to Ashwin, on 
being unable to enter the 
premises he requested that 
tea be brought to his car. 
However, the supervisors 
expressed their inability to 
serve tea outdoors citing 
the rush of  diners. The ex-
change led to an argument, 
following which Ashwin 
began the sit-in.

Ashwin pointed out that 
most buildings in the state 
lack the basic infrastruc-
ture required for persons 
with disability to enter 

their premises comfortably and use the available facili-
ties. He called for urgent intervention by authorities to 
ensure that restaurants and other establishments pro-
vide disability-friendly infrastructure.

For Surendra Nath, the incident shines light on his 
long struggle. He said he had been experiencing similar 
difficulties for the past 25 years, describing instances in 
which he had been compelled to eat in unhygienic spac-
es behind eateries because accessible seating was una-
vailable. He also recalled experiences in which he felt 
he was treated as though he were seeking charity rather 
than exercising a basic right.

“Are we second-class citizens? Don’t we have rights 
too?” says Surendra Nath.

For many persons with disabilities, the problem is not 
limited to entering a building. Inaccessible toilets, un-
suitable seating arrangements and a lack of  clear access 
routes can make it difficult to use the establishment 
even after getting inside. 

Aswin Babu

2 Malayali youths held for sexually assaulting TN minor girls
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Nagapattinam

TWO youths from Thiruvanan-
thapuram were arrested on 

Wednesday evening for allegedly 
sexually assaulting two minor 
girls at a private lodge in Ve-
lankanni on Tuesday night. The 
suspects were identified as A Ajay 

(26) and A Vishal (23), who were 
part of  a group of  15 tourists from 
Kerala. The victims were students 
of  Class 11 at a government school 
in Pudukkottai.  Sources said that 

one of  the girls had left home over 
a family dispute and had gone 
away with her friend. They had 
come to Velankanni and were 
searching for jobs

GVK POWER �GOINDWAL SAHIB� LIMITED
Regd. Office: Plot No.10, Palgah Colony, Sardar Patel Road, Secunderabd - 500003.

Telangana, India.  CIN: U40109TG1997PLC028483
(A wholly owned subsidiary of Guru Amar Das Thermal Power Limited, GATPL)

(A step down wholly owned subsidiary of Punjab State Power Corporation Limited, PSPCL)

HOD, C&I, GATP, Goindwal Sahib, invites E-Tender for the work of:
1 Tender Enquiry No. 202/GATP/IMD/BTG/20018238 dated 22/10/2026

“Procurement of Temperature and Pressure sensors installed in TG and  
other BTG area from GATP, GOINDWAL SAHIB” 

Area of 2 x 270 MW Thermal Power Plant GATP, Goindwal Sahib
at 2X270 MW Guru Amardas Thermal Plant (GATP), Goindwal Sahib, Distt.:  
Tarn Taran, Punjab as per details given in the tender specifications.

For detailed NIT & tender specifications, please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 
22/10/2026 from 17:00 Hrs onwards
Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if any, will be published online at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
GATP-93/26/22/10/2026 
1079/12/2026-27/16407


